


“Rich, warm, beautiful! This book overflows with Scripture-saturated thoughts 
that will rivet your attention to the good news of Jesus Christ—the real reason 
we celebrate Christmas. Let these brief meditations move your heart to worship 
and adore the Savior.”

—Paul Tautges, pastor of Cornerstone Community Church, Mayfield Heights, Ohio,
Fellow with Association of Certified Biblical Counselors, blogger at Counseling

One Another, and author of Comfort the Grieving and Pray About Everything

“Too often Christmas speeds past us in a blur of busyness and stress, with only 
the briefest time and the shallowest thoughts given to the Christ that’s meant 
to be at the heart of it all. Give yourself a Christmas to remember by using this 
profound devotional to pause, ponder, and praise our wonderful Savior.”

—David Murray, pastor of Grand Rapids Free Reformed Church, Professor of Old 
Testament and Practical Theology at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary,

blogger at Head, Heart, Hand, and author of Christians Get Depressed Too and Reset

“This work is more than a mere devotional and collection of meditations 
for Christmas. These meditations are a mini Christology. I hope they will be 
read far beyond December. There is too much truth here to be relegated to 
the Christmas season alone. I highly recommend this work for your greater 
understanding and worship of Jesus Christ.”

—Rick Holland, senior pastor of Mission Road Bible Church, Kansas City, 
professor of Homiletics at The Expositor’s Seminary, and author of Uneclipsing the Son



Introduction
The incarnation is an audacious doctrine. The belief that the Creator of the 
universe “became flesh” is astonishing. An immeasurable chasm is fixed between 
the infinite God and finite man—and it was crossed when Jesus was born in a 
manger in Bethlehem!
Understandably, this doctrine has stirred imaginations. The immortal God 
Whom heaven cannot contain—now snug in a manger? The hands that span 
galaxies—now clinging to a mother’s finger? The voice that boomed in the 
beginning, creating everything out of nothing—now cooing nonsensical syllables 
as an infant? And all of that from the womb of a virgin? It’s marvelous! 
But the story of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem is more than the stuff of Christmas 
pageants and greeting cards. It is historical fact, and it is the bedrock of the 
Christian faith—even more crucial to theologians than to poets. B. B. Warfield 
summarized its importance this way: “The doctrine of the Incarnation is the 
hinge on which the Christian system turns. . . . No Incarnation, no Christianity 
in any distinctive sense” (The Works of Benjamin B. Warfield, v. iii, p. ). That is 
no hyperbole. The incarnation is as vital to the Christian faith as the crucifixion 
and the resurrection. To repurpose  Corinthians :, “If Christ has not been 
[born], your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.”
Ah, but He has been born! Our Maker did become flesh, revealing the unseen 
God and redeeming fallen people. It’s as true as it is incomprehensible. We do 
well to meditate on it, not only in the few weeks preceding Christmas, but 
perpetually. To that end, it is our prayer that these devotionals will magnify 
the Lord Jesus Christ before you, helping you both understand and marvel at 
the incarnation. May God be magnified as we explore the wonder that Charles 
Wesley so beautifully extolled:

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th’incarnate Deity,
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.

—CHRIS ANDERSON, EDITOR

Once again, I am grateful to our copy editor Abby Huffstutler, and to our artistic 
editor Joe Tyrpak. Both do excellent, meticulous work. While it may be awkward 
to dedicate a book to one of its contributing authors, Michael Barrett has more 
than earned my gratitude. He has exalted Christ before my generation with his 
podium, pulpit, and pen. He has shaped my understanding of Scripture like 
no one else, and his teaching lies behind the hymn “His Robes for Mine.” I 
can’t thank him enough for his influence on my life, and I’m honored to write 
alongside him. Grace!
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“Christmas is an annual season that brings our focus again upon what really 
matters—Jesus Christ. These meditations are richly biblical and heart-warming. 
Pause afresh to gaze upon the work and glory of our Savior!”

—Jim Berg, professor of Biblical Counseling at BJU Seminary, South Carolina,
director of Freedom That Lasts® and Faith Counseling Institute, and author of 
Changed Into His Image, God is More Than Enough, and Quieting a Noisy Soul

“Typical meditations and devotionals are often interesting, but rarely enriching.  
This series of meditations is uniquely different, fulfilling its promise to every 
hungry reader. You will be taken through the incarnation narratives and given 
new insights, and, yes, you will be led to worship Christ with fresh, revived  
gratitude and joy!”

—Stephen Davey, pastor of Colonial Baptist Church, Cary, North Carolina, 
president of Shepherds Theological Seminary, and leader of the 

international broadcast ministry, Wisdom For The Heart
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DAY 2 Down, Down, Down READ PHILIPPIANS 2:1–11

Who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant.    PHILIPPIANS   :–

Philippians :– is unrivaled in its presentation of the condescension of the 
incarnation. Its purpose is practical as well as theological. Christ’s unselfish descent 
from heaven to earth and from glory to agony depicts the humility and service 
Christians should show to one another. Still, its portrayal of Christ’s work is exquisite. 
The passage might be compared to a grand spiral staircase in a lavish estate. Christ 
stepped down, down, and further down in order to save us from our sins.
Jesus was equal with God—Deity. Before His conception in Mary’s womb and 
before His birth in Bethlehem, Jesus existed. He has always existed. He is coeternal 
and coequal with God (Colossians :; :). He didn’t have to “grasp” after equality 
with the Father and Spirit because it was already His. Yet, He humbled Himself. 
He didn’t cling to the privileges that were His own, but willingly relinquished 
them. Unlike a frightened child who sits at the top of a slide, white-knuckling the 
railing lest he descend, Jesus willingly let go, spiraling downward.
Jesus emptied Himself—Incarnation. Though equal with God, Jesus “humbled 
himself” (v. KJV). The ESV accurately renders the Greek term kenosis as “emptied”—
Jesus “emptied himself.” Of what? “Of all but love,” as Charles Wesley wrote in the 
hymn “And Can It Be?” Well, Jesus certainly didn’t empty Himself of His deity. He 
retained His deity when He added to it humanity. It seems best to understand this 
“emptying” as an explanation of Christ’s voluntary and temporary relinquishing 
of the glory that was His as the eternal Son. There are a number of reasons for this 
interpretation. First, it is glory that is restored to Him at His eventual exaltation 
(vv. –). Second, Christ speaks of the loss of His glory and eventual return of His 
glory when He prays on the night before His crucifixion (John :, ). Finally, it 
fits with His glorious appearance at the transfiguration (Matthew :–), at Paul’s 
conversion (Acts :; :, ), and at John’s exile (Revelation :–).
Jesus’ humility was displayed not only in the glory He lost, but in the human nature 
He gained. He emptied Himself and showed His servitude specifically by “being 
born in the likeness of men” (v. ). It’s impossible to overstate the humility required 
for the infinite God to take on finite flesh. For God to become man—for the Word 
to be made flesh (John :)—was the Creator becoming like the creature. Shocking! 
Had Christ been born amid the pomp and circumstance that surrounds a human 
prince, it still would have been a deep step down from the glory that was rightfully 
His in heaven. But He came to a stable, not a castle. He was born in dire humility 
and squalor, even by human standards. To return to the picture of the grand staircase, 
the descent into humanity was astounding. But there was more to come. 
Jesus was obedient unto death—Crucifixion. What could be more of a descent 
than a move from heaven to a barn? A move from heaven to a grave. Jesus’ 
downward spiral reached its greatest depth at His death. He was already humbled 
by taking on our finite nature, but “he humbled himself ”—again!—“by becoming 
obedient to the point of death” (v. ). What could be lower than death? The most 
ignominious of all deaths—“death on a cross.” Jesus stepped down to the brink of 
hell by submitting to the painful, penal, propitiatory death of the cross.
Christ’s descent was terrible, but not final. He ascended, first in the resurrection, 
then in His return to heaven’s glories. God has highly exalted Him in response to His 
condescension (v. ). So should we now, and so will all soon (vv. –). Glory!
Let the gospel of Christ’s condescension move you to highly exalt Him.—CHRIS

DAY 1 He is Our Peace  READ EPHESIANS 2

And he shall be their peace.    MICAH   : 

Peace is a word that can describe relatively insignificant experiences such as a nice 
morning commute or a quiet moment in the living room after the little ones have 
been tucked in bed. Peace can also describe experiences that change your life, such 
as what occurs when a husband and wife are reconciled after unfaithfulness. Or 
peace can describe events that change world history such as the Paris Peace Treaties 
that brought a formal end to the Second World War. When Micah prophesied that 
the Lord would send a King Who would bring peace to His people, what kind of 
peace was he talking about? The New Testament reveals that Jesus was this long-
awaited Savior Who brings rich, multi-faceted peace to all who follow Him.
First, the Bethlehem-born King makes possible our peace with God. Humanity’s 
fundamental problem is that God’s just judgment is against us because of our 
disobedience. Our Creator gave us laws to live by. He said, “You must never 
love anything more than you love Me, never disrespect your parents, never lie, 
never flippantly speak My name, never desire things I haven’t given you.” Yet all 
of us disobey Him in these ways. So, God is at war with us because rebellion 
characterizes our lives. But God graciously sent His Bethlehem-born King to 
be our Peace. Jesus came to make a way for us to be reconciled to God. He 
lived in perfect obedience to God the Father, then died as the God-appointed 
Substitute for all who would turn from their rebellion and trust in His sacrifice. 
Paul wrote that disobedient sinners who trust Jesus are declared “not guilty” in 
God’s sight, and all who are “justified by faith . . . have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans :). Experiencing this peace with God is the 
fountainhead of every other kind of peace we can experience. 
Second, the Bethlehem-born King gives us peace with others. To make peace 
among people in a dog-eat-dog, look-out-for-number-one culture requires a 
Leader Who can transform individual hearts from being driven by self-centered 
ambition to being controlled by unselfish love. Jesus can bring such relational 
peace (Ephesians :), and every blood-bought local church should be a little 
(albeit imperfect) demonstration of Jesus’ ability to do so (Colossians :).
Third, the Bethlehem-born King gives us peace through trials. While Christians 
live in a cursed, tumultuous world, knowing Jesus gives us “peace that surpasses 
all human comprehension” (Philippians :). Jesus “guards our hearts and minds” 
with many “soldiers” of peace. One soldier is Jesus’ sovereignty: We know that Jesus 
is in control and is coming soon to set things right, so we can “rejoice in the Lord 
always” (Philippians :). Another soldier is Jesus’ assuring presence: Through every 
tribulation, Jesus is with us by His indwelling Spirit to assure us that we are God’s 
children (Romans :–); He is with us in experiential empathy (Hebrews 
:–); He is with us in mystical union (Acts :–). Further, the soldier of 
Jesus’ likeness guards our peace of mind: We know that every ounce of hardship we 
endure is ordained by God to make us more like Christ in our character. 
Finally, the Bethlehem-born King will soon bring complete peace on earth.
Micah prophesied: “He shall be great to the ends of the earth” (:). Jesus’ 
government will eventually rule over every individual and every square inch of real 
estate on planet Earth. On that day He will end selfishness, discord, and war. And 
on that day we will proclaim that the Bethlehem-born King is our Peace in every 
sense of the word—spiritually, relationally, circumstantially, and internationally.
Let the gospel of peace “guard your heart and mind” with peace today.—JOE
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to be made flesh (John :)—was the Creator becoming like the creature. Shocking! 
Had Christ been born amid the pomp and circumstance that surrounds a human 
prince, it still would have been a deep step down from the glory that was rightfully 
His in heaven. But He came to a stable, not a castle. He was born in dire humility 
and squalor, even by human standards. To return to the picture of the grand staircase, 
the descent into humanity was astounding. But there was more to come. 
Jesus was obedient unto death—Crucifixion. What could be more of a descent 
than a move from heaven to a barn? A move from heaven to a grave. Jesus’ 
downward spiral reached its greatest depth at His death. He was already humbled 
by taking on our finite nature, but “he humbled himself ”—again!—“by becoming 
obedient to the point of death” (v. ). What could be lower than death? The most 
ignominious of all deaths—“death on a cross.” Jesus stepped down to the brink of 
hell by submitting to the painful, penal, propitiatory death of the cross.
Christ’s descent was terrible, but not final. He ascended, first in the resurrection, 
then in His return to heaven’s glories. God has highly exalted Him in response to His 
condescension (v. ). So should we now, and so will all soon (vv. –). Glory!
Let the gospel of Christ’s condescension move you to highly exalt Him.—CHRIS

DAY 1 He is Our Peace  READ EPHESIANS 2

And he shall be their peace.    MICAH   : 

Peace is a word that can describe relatively insignificant experiences such as a nice 
morning commute or a quiet moment in the living room after the little ones have 
been tucked in bed. Peace can also describe experiences that change your life, such 
as what occurs when a husband and wife are reconciled after unfaithfulness. Or 
peace can describe events that change world history such as the Paris Peace Treaties 
that brought a formal end to the Second World War. When Micah prophesied that 
the Lord would send a King Who would bring peace to His people, what kind of 
peace was he talking about? The New Testament reveals that Jesus was this long-
awaited Savior Who brings rich, multi-faceted peace to all who follow Him.
First, the Bethlehem-born King makes possible our peace with God. Humanity’s 
fundamental problem is that God’s just judgment is against us because of our 
disobedience. Our Creator gave us laws to live by. He said, “You must never 
love anything more than you love Me, never disrespect your parents, never lie, 
never flippantly speak My name, never desire things I haven’t given you.” Yet all 
of us disobey Him in these ways. So, God is at war with us because rebellion 
characterizes our lives. But God graciously sent His Bethlehem-born King to 
be our Peace. Jesus came to make a way for us to be reconciled to God. He 
lived in perfect obedience to God the Father, then died as the God-appointed 
Substitute for all who would turn from their rebellion and trust in His sacrifice. 
Paul wrote that disobedient sinners who trust Jesus are declared “not guilty” in 
God’s sight, and all who are “justified by faith . . . have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans :). Experiencing this peace with God is the 
fountainhead of every other kind of peace we can experience. 
Second, the Bethlehem-born King gives us peace with others. To make peace 
among people in a dog-eat-dog, look-out-for-number-one culture requires a 
Leader Who can transform individual hearts from being driven by self-centered 
ambition to being controlled by unselfish love. Jesus can bring such relational 
peace (Ephesians :), and every blood-bought local church should be a little 
(albeit imperfect) demonstration of Jesus’ ability to do so (Colossians :).
Third, the Bethlehem-born King gives us peace through trials. While Christians 
live in a cursed, tumultuous world, knowing Jesus gives us “peace that surpasses 
all human comprehension” (Philippians :). Jesus “guards our hearts and minds” 
with many “soldiers” of peace. One soldier is Jesus’ sovereignty: We know that Jesus 
is in control and is coming soon to set things right, so we can “rejoice in the Lord 
always” (Philippians :). Another soldier is Jesus’ assuring presence: Through every 
tribulation, Jesus is with us by His indwelling Spirit to assure us that we are God’s 
children (Romans :–); He is with us in experiential empathy (Hebrews 
:–); He is with us in mystical union (Acts :–). Further, the soldier of 
Jesus’ likeness guards our peace of mind: We know that every ounce of hardship we 
endure is ordained by God to make us more like Christ in our character. 
Finally, the Bethlehem-born King will soon bring complete peace on earth.
Micah prophesied: “He shall be great to the ends of the earth” (:). Jesus’ 
government will eventually rule over every individual and every square inch of real 
estate on planet Earth. On that day He will end selfishness, discord, and war. And 
on that day we will proclaim that the Bethlehem-born King is our Peace in every 
sense of the word—spiritually, relationally, circumstantially, and internationally.
Let the gospel of peace “guard your heart and mind” with peace today.—JOE

DAY 3 God With Us  READ PSALM 91

They shall call his name Immanuel (which means, God with us).    MATTHEW   :

A virgin birth alone would be wondrous, but the Son born of the virgin magnifies 
the wonder beyond wonder. The miraculously born Son is Immanuel—“with us 
is God.”
God’s presence with His people is a theme that runs throughout the Scripture, 
and in one manifestation or another was the experience of His people in the old 
dispensation. So often in times of crisis, God assured His people that He would 
be with them. God was with the Patriarchs when they were threatened in their 
travels. He promised Abraham, “I will be with you” (Genesis :). He assured 
Jacob, “Behold, I am with you. . . . I will not leave you” (Genesis :). “The 
LORD was with Joseph” (Genesis :, ). Generations later, as Joshua prepared 
for the conflicts in Canaan, God promised to be with him just as He had been 
with Moses (Joshua :). Centuries later, God’s presence with David in his walk 
through the valley of death produced fearlessness and comfort (Psalm :). It 
was Solomon’s prayer that God would continue to be with his generation as He 
had been with previous generations. Indeed, He prayed that God would never 
leave nor forsake them ( Kings :). With wide-sweeping application, the 
Lord promised that He would be with all who would call on Him in times of 
trouble (Psalm :).
God’s presence was not just for protection or comfort but for fellowship as well. 
The Tabernacle and then the Temple, particularly with the Ark of the Covenant, 
manifested Immanuel theology—God’s being with His people.
But there was a greater manifestation of God’s presence yet to come. The presence 
that was known only by faith and via symbol in the old covenant was visibly and 
concretely realized with the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The virgin 
brought forth the most extraordinary Person: The Son of God became the Son 
of Man. The invisible God became visible in the Person of Jesus Christ, the only 
Redeemer of God’s elect, the only Mediator between God and men. 
The coming of Immanuel into the world in human flesh is the climax of 
redemptive history. From the first promise of the Curse-Reverser coming into 
humanity as the Seed of the woman, to the promised Seed of Abraham, and 
then to the Seed of David, all of time was moving steadily, unfailingly, and 
sometimes mysteriously to this fullness of time when God sent forth His Son 
made of a woman (Galatians :).
Immanuel, the incarnate God, came to redeem His people by destroying the 
great enemy, the devil (Genesis :; Hebrews :), to deliver them from the 
bondage of death (Hebrews :–), and to make reconciliation for them 
(Hebrews :). That God was with us visibly in Jesus Christ was and is the 
only hope for the world.
Although Immanuel is no longer physically in our presence, the truth of His 
name remains, for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 
:). He is in us, the hope of glory (Colossians :), and our prospect is that 
we will always be with Him ( Thessalonians :). He continues with His 
church, and His desire is that He will be with us forever (John :). “O come, 
O come, Immanuel!”
Let the gospel of Immanuel assure you of God’s indwelling presence now, and let 
it increase your longing to be in God’s immediate presence forever.—MICHAEL

DAY 4 The Man Christ Jesus READ 1 TIMOTHY  2:1–7

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.         
  TIMOTHY   :

A mediator is someone who brings two opposing sides together. Scripture 
teaches that there is only “one mediator between God and men”—Christ Jesus. 
Notice the three parties who appear in this great text:

God—the one true and living God; the Offended
Men—sinners who have rebelled against God; the offenders
Christ Jesus—the Son of God, significantly called “the man”; the Mediator

Jesus is the singular Mediator between God and man for this specific reason: 
He Himself is both God and man. He bridges the infinite gap between us 
because He alone has merged two natures in one person. In its answer to 
the question, “Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?” The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism explains:

The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the 
eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and 
man, in two distinct natures, and one person, for ever. (Question )

Jesus has bridged the gap between God and man in two ways: through His 
incarnation and through His crucifixion.
Jesus brought God to men through His incarnation. Through the miracle 
of the virgin birth, Mary’s womb became the place where the unimaginable 
happened. As I have written in a hymn,

Praise our Savior, Jesus Christ; adore the Father’s only Son.
Holy God and lowly flesh in virgin’s womb have joined as one!

Through the birth of Christ, two warring parties found common ground. Think 
of it this way. Imagine if Romeo and Juliet hadn’t committed suicide. Imagine if 
the feuding Montague and Capulet families had been merged in the lovestruck 
couple’s son—both a Montague and a Capulet. (We’ll call him Montulet.) In a 
sense, that’s what happened when Mary “was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit” (Matthew :, ). God and humanity came together in one 
person. Did that make peace? No. But it made peace possible, as the next point 
explains.
Jesus brought men to God through His crucifixion. Mediation—and its greater 
goal of reconciliation—required more than commonality. The incarnation 
alone didn’t make peace between God and men. Only the crucifixion could do 
that. Jesus had to suffer death, bearing the wrath of God that man’s rebellion 
incurred. First Peter : explains the transaction with perfect clarity: “For 
Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God.” The righteous One (Jesus) died for the sins of the 
unrighteous ones (us). Why? To be our Mediator; to “bring us to God.” Only 
as man could He die as a substitute for other men. And only as God could He 
suffer infinitely, paying for the sins of all the redeemed. 

Message, Messenger combined—the Son reveals the unseen God;
Showing Him to us by birth, then bringing us to Him by blood!

Let the gospel point you (and then compel you to point others) to Christ as the 
only Mediator between God and men.—CHRIS

•
•
•



DAY 2 Down, Down, Down READ PHILIPPIANS 2:1–11

Who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant.    PHILIPPIANS   :–

Philippians :– is unrivaled in its presentation of the condescension of the 
incarnation. Its purpose is practical as well as theological. Christ’s unselfish descent 
from heaven to earth and from glory to agony depicts the humility and service 
Christians should show to one another. Still, its portrayal of Christ’s work is exquisite. 
The passage might be compared to a grand spiral staircase in a lavish estate. Christ 
stepped down, down, and further down in order to save us from our sins.
Jesus was equal with God—Deity. Before His conception in Mary’s womb and 
before His birth in Bethlehem, Jesus existed. He has always existed. He is coeternal 
and coequal with God (Colossians :; :). He didn’t have to “grasp” after equality 
with the Father and Spirit because it was already His. Yet, He humbled Himself. 
He didn’t cling to the privileges that were His own, but willingly relinquished 
them. Unlike a frightened child who sits at the top of a slide, white-knuckling the 
railing lest he descend, Jesus willingly let go, spiraling downward.
Jesus emptied Himself—Incarnation. Though equal with God, Jesus “humbled 
himself” (v. KJV). The ESV accurately renders the Greek term kenosis as “emptied”—
Jesus “emptied himself.” Of what? “Of all but love,” as Charles Wesley wrote in the 
hymn “And Can It Be?” Well, Jesus certainly didn’t empty Himself of His deity. He 
retained His deity when He added to it humanity. It seems best to understand this 
“emptying” as an explanation of Christ’s voluntary and temporary relinquishing 
of the glory that was His as the eternal Son. There are a number of reasons for this 
interpretation. First, it is glory that is restored to Him at His eventual exaltation 
(vv. –). Second, Christ speaks of the loss of His glory and eventual return of His 
glory when He prays on the night before His crucifixion (John :, ). Finally, it 
fits with His glorious appearance at the transfiguration (Matthew :–), at Paul’s 
conversion (Acts :; :, ), and at John’s exile (Revelation :–).
Jesus’ humility was displayed not only in the glory He lost, but in the human nature 
He gained. He emptied Himself and showed His servitude specifically by “being 
born in the likeness of men” (v. ). It’s impossible to overstate the humility required 
for the infinite God to take on finite flesh. For God to become man—for the Word 
to be made flesh (John :)—was the Creator becoming like the creature. Shocking! 
Had Christ been born amid the pomp and circumstance that surrounds a human 
prince, it still would have been a deep step down from the glory that was rightfully 
His in heaven. But He came to a stable, not a castle. He was born in dire humility 
and squalor, even by human standards. To return to the picture of the grand staircase, 
the descent into humanity was astounding. But there was more to come. 
Jesus was obedient unto death—Crucifixion. What could be more of a descent 
than a move from heaven to a barn? A move from heaven to a grave. Jesus’ 
downward spiral reached its greatest depth at His death. He was already humbled 
by taking on our finite nature, but “he humbled himself ”—again!—“by becoming 
obedient to the point of death” (v. ). What could be lower than death? The most 
ignominious of all deaths—“death on a cross.” Jesus stepped down to the brink of 
hell by submitting to the painful, penal, propitiatory death of the cross.
Christ’s descent was terrible, but not final. He ascended, first in the resurrection, 
then in His return to heaven’s glories. God has highly exalted Him in response to His 
condescension (v. ). So should we now, and so will all soon (vv. –). Glory!
Let the gospel of Christ’s condescension move you to highly exalt Him.—CHRIS

DAY 1 He is Our Peace  READ EPHESIANS 2

And he shall be their peace.    MICAH   : 

Peace is a word that can describe relatively insignificant experiences such as a nice 
morning commute or a quiet moment in the living room after the little ones have 
been tucked in bed. Peace can also describe experiences that change your life, such 
as what occurs when a husband and wife are reconciled after unfaithfulness. Or 
peace can describe events that change world history such as the Paris Peace Treaties 
that brought a formal end to the Second World War. When Micah prophesied that 
the Lord would send a King Who would bring peace to His people, what kind of 
peace was he talking about? The New Testament reveals that Jesus was this long-
awaited Savior Who brings rich, multi-faceted peace to all who follow Him.
First, the Bethlehem-born King makes possible our peace with God. Humanity’s 
fundamental problem is that God’s just judgment is against us because of our 
disobedience. Our Creator gave us laws to live by. He said, “You must never 
love anything more than you love Me, never disrespect your parents, never lie, 
never flippantly speak My name, never desire things I haven’t given you.” Yet all 
of us disobey Him in these ways. So, God is at war with us because rebellion 
characterizes our lives. But God graciously sent His Bethlehem-born King to 
be our Peace. Jesus came to make a way for us to be reconciled to God. He 
lived in perfect obedience to God the Father, then died as the God-appointed 
Substitute for all who would turn from their rebellion and trust in His sacrifice. 
Paul wrote that disobedient sinners who trust Jesus are declared “not guilty” in 
God’s sight, and all who are “justified by faith . . . have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans :). Experiencing this peace with God is the 
fountainhead of every other kind of peace we can experience. 
Second, the Bethlehem-born King gives us peace with others. To make peace 
among people in a dog-eat-dog, look-out-for-number-one culture requires a 
Leader Who can transform individual hearts from being driven by self-centered 
ambition to being controlled by unselfish love. Jesus can bring such relational 
peace (Ephesians :), and every blood-bought local church should be a little 
(albeit imperfect) demonstration of Jesus’ ability to do so (Colossians :).
Third, the Bethlehem-born King gives us peace through trials. While Christians 
live in a cursed, tumultuous world, knowing Jesus gives us “peace that surpasses 
all human comprehension” (Philippians :). Jesus “guards our hearts and minds” 
with many “soldiers” of peace. One soldier is Jesus’ sovereignty: We know that Jesus 
is in control and is coming soon to set things right, so we can “rejoice in the Lord 
always” (Philippians :). Another soldier is Jesus’ assuring presence: Through every 
tribulation, Jesus is with us by His indwelling Spirit to assure us that we are God’s 
children (Romans :–); He is with us in experiential empathy (Hebrews 
:–); He is with us in mystical union (Acts :–). Further, the soldier of 
Jesus’ likeness guards our peace of mind: We know that every ounce of hardship we 
endure is ordained by God to make us more like Christ in our character. 
Finally, the Bethlehem-born King will soon bring complete peace on earth.
Micah prophesied: “He shall be great to the ends of the earth” (:). Jesus’ 
government will eventually rule over every individual and every square inch of real 
estate on planet Earth. On that day He will end selfishness, discord, and war. And 
on that day we will proclaim that the Bethlehem-born King is our Peace in every 
sense of the word—spiritually, relationally, circumstantially, and internationally.
Let the gospel of peace “guard your heart and mind” with peace today.—JOE

DAY 3 God With Us  READ PSALM 91

They shall call his name Immanuel (which means, God with us).    MATTHEW   :

A virgin birth alone would be wondrous, but the Son born of the virgin magnifies 
the wonder beyond wonder. The miraculously born Son is Immanuel—“with us 
is God.”
God’s presence with His people is a theme that runs throughout the Scripture, 
and in one manifestation or another was the experience of His people in the old 
dispensation. So often in times of crisis, God assured His people that He would 
be with them. God was with the Patriarchs when they were threatened in their 
travels. He promised Abraham, “I will be with you” (Genesis :). He assured 
Jacob, “Behold, I am with you. . . . I will not leave you” (Genesis :). “The 
LORD was with Joseph” (Genesis :, ). Generations later, as Joshua prepared 
for the conflicts in Canaan, God promised to be with him just as He had been 
with Moses (Joshua :). Centuries later, God’s presence with David in his walk 
through the valley of death produced fearlessness and comfort (Psalm :). It 
was Solomon’s prayer that God would continue to be with his generation as He 
had been with previous generations. Indeed, He prayed that God would never 
leave nor forsake them ( Kings :). With wide-sweeping application, the 
Lord promised that He would be with all who would call on Him in times of 
trouble (Psalm :).
God’s presence was not just for protection or comfort but for fellowship as well. 
The Tabernacle and then the Temple, particularly with the Ark of the Covenant, 
manifested Immanuel theology—God’s being with His people.
But there was a greater manifestation of God’s presence yet to come. The presence 
that was known only by faith and via symbol in the old covenant was visibly and 
concretely realized with the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The virgin 
brought forth the most extraordinary Person: The Son of God became the Son 
of Man. The invisible God became visible in the Person of Jesus Christ, the only 
Redeemer of God’s elect, the only Mediator between God and men. 
The coming of Immanuel into the world in human flesh is the climax of 
redemptive history. From the first promise of the Curse-Reverser coming into 
humanity as the Seed of the woman, to the promised Seed of Abraham, and 
then to the Seed of David, all of time was moving steadily, unfailingly, and 
sometimes mysteriously to this fullness of time when God sent forth His Son 
made of a woman (Galatians :).
Immanuel, the incarnate God, came to redeem His people by destroying the 
great enemy, the devil (Genesis :; Hebrews :), to deliver them from the 
bondage of death (Hebrews :–), and to make reconciliation for them 
(Hebrews :). That God was with us visibly in Jesus Christ was and is the 
only hope for the world.
Although Immanuel is no longer physically in our presence, the truth of His 
name remains, for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 
:). He is in us, the hope of glory (Colossians :), and our prospect is that 
we will always be with Him ( Thessalonians :). He continues with His 
church, and His desire is that He will be with us forever (John :). “O come, 
O come, Immanuel!”
Let the gospel of Immanuel assure you of God’s indwelling presence now, and let 
it increase your longing to be in God’s immediate presence forever.—MICHAEL

DAY 4 The Man Christ Jesus READ 1 TIMOTHY  2:1–7

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.         
  TIMOTHY   :

A mediator is someone who brings two opposing sides together. Scripture 
teaches that there is only “one mediator between God and men”—Christ Jesus. 
Notice the three parties who appear in this great text:

God—the one true and living God; the Offended
Men—sinners who have rebelled against God; the offenders
Christ Jesus—the Son of God, significantly called “the man”; the Mediator

Jesus is the singular Mediator between God and man for this specific reason: 
He Himself is both God and man. He bridges the infinite gap between us 
because He alone has merged two natures in one person. In its answer to 
the question, “Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?” The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism explains:

The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the 
eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and 
man, in two distinct natures, and one person, for ever. (Question )

Jesus has bridged the gap between God and man in two ways: through His 
incarnation and through His crucifixion.
Jesus brought God to men through His incarnation. Through the miracle 
of the virgin birth, Mary’s womb became the place where the unimaginable 
happened. As I have written in a hymn,

Praise our Savior, Jesus Christ; adore the Father’s only Son.
Holy God and lowly flesh in virgin’s womb have joined as one!

Through the birth of Christ, two warring parties found common ground. Think 
of it this way. Imagine if Romeo and Juliet hadn’t committed suicide. Imagine if 
the feuding Montague and Capulet families had been merged in the lovestruck 
couple’s son—both a Montague and a Capulet. (We’ll call him Montulet.) In a 
sense, that’s what happened when Mary “was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit” (Matthew :, ). God and humanity came together in one 
person. Did that make peace? No. But it made peace possible, as the next point 
explains.
Jesus brought men to God through His crucifixion. Mediation—and its greater 
goal of reconciliation—required more than commonality. The incarnation 
alone didn’t make peace between God and men. Only the crucifixion could do 
that. Jesus had to suffer death, bearing the wrath of God that man’s rebellion 
incurred. First Peter : explains the transaction with perfect clarity: “For 
Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God.” The righteous One (Jesus) died for the sins of the 
unrighteous ones (us). Why? To be our Mediator; to “bring us to God.” Only 
as man could He die as a substitute for other men. And only as God could He 
suffer infinitely, paying for the sins of all the redeemed. 

Message, Messenger combined—the Son reveals the unseen God;
Showing Him to us by birth, then bringing us to Him by blood!

Let the gospel point you (and then compel you to point others) to Christ as the 
only Mediator between God and men.—CHRIS

•
•
•



DAY 3 God With Us  READ PSALM 91

They shall call his name Immanuel (which means, God with us).    MATTHEW   :

A virgin birth alone would be wondrous, but the Son born of the virgin magnifies 
the wonder beyond wonder. The miraculously born Son is Immanuel—“with us 
is God.”
God’s presence with His people is a theme that runs throughout the Scripture, 
and in one manifestation or another was the experience of His people in the old 
dispensation. So often in times of crisis, God assured His people that He would 
be with them. God was with the Patriarchs when they were threatened in their 
travels. He promised Abraham, “I will be with you” (Genesis :). He assured 
Jacob, “Behold, I am with you. . . . I will not leave you” (Genesis :). “The 
LORD was with Joseph” (Genesis :, ). Generations later, as Joshua prepared 
for the conflicts in Canaan, God promised to be with him just as He had been 
with Moses (Joshua :). Centuries later, God’s presence with David in his walk 
through the valley of death produced fearlessness and comfort (Psalm :). It 
was Solomon’s prayer that God would continue to be with his generation as He 
had been with previous generations. Indeed, He prayed that God would never 
leave nor forsake them ( Kings :). With wide-sweeping application, the 
Lord promised that He would be with all who would call on Him in times of 
trouble (Psalm :).
God’s presence was not just for protection or comfort but for fellowship as well. 
The Tabernacle and then the Temple, particularly with the Ark of the Covenant, 
manifested Immanuel theology—God’s being with His people.
But there was a greater manifestation of God’s presence yet to come. The presence 
that was known only by faith and via symbol in the old covenant was visibly and 
concretely realized with the birth of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The virgin 
brought forth the most extraordinary Person: The Son of God became the Son 
of Man. The invisible God became visible in the Person of Jesus Christ, the only 
Redeemer of God’s elect, the only Mediator between God and men. 
The coming of Immanuel into the world in human flesh is the climax of 
redemptive history. From the first promise of the Curse-Reverser coming into 
humanity as the Seed of the woman, to the promised Seed of Abraham, and 
then to the Seed of David, all of time was moving steadily, unfailingly, and 
sometimes mysteriously to this fullness of time when God sent forth His Son 
made of a woman (Galatians :).
Immanuel, the incarnate God, came to redeem His people by destroying the 
great enemy, the devil (Genesis :; Hebrews :), to deliver them from the 
bondage of death (Hebrews :–), and to make reconciliation for them 
(Hebrews :). That God was with us visibly in Jesus Christ was and is the 
only hope for the world.
Although Immanuel is no longer physically in our presence, the truth of His 
name remains, for Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 
:). He is in us, the hope of glory (Colossians :), and our prospect is that 
we will always be with Him ( Thessalonians :). He continues with His 
church, and His desire is that He will be with us forever (John :). “O come, 
O come, Immanuel!”
Let the gospel of Immanuel assure you of God’s indwelling presence now, and let 
it increase your longing to be in God’s immediate presence forever.—MICHAEL

DAY 4 The Man Christ Jesus READ 1 TIMOTHY  2:1–7

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.         
  TIMOTHY   :

A mediator is someone who brings two opposing sides together. Scripture 
teaches that there is only “one mediator between God and men”—Christ Jesus. 
Notice the three parties who appear in this great text:

God—the one true and living God; the Offended
Men—sinners who have rebelled against God; the offenders
Christ Jesus—the Son of God, significantly called “the man”; the Mediator

Jesus is the singular Mediator between God and man for this specific reason: 
He Himself is both God and man. He bridges the infinite gap between us 
because He alone has merged two natures in one person. In its answer to 
the question, “Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?” The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism explains:

The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, being the 
eternal Son of God, became man, and so was, and continueth to be, God and 
man, in two distinct natures, and one person, for ever. (Question )

Jesus has bridged the gap between God and man in two ways: through His 
incarnation and through His crucifixion.
Jesus brought God to men through His incarnation. Through the miracle 
of the virgin birth, Mary’s womb became the place where the unimaginable 
happened. As I have written in a hymn,

Praise our Savior, Jesus Christ; adore the Father’s only Son.
Holy God and lowly flesh in virgin’s womb have joined as one!

Through the birth of Christ, two warring parties found common ground. Think 
of it this way. Imagine if Romeo and Juliet hadn’t committed suicide. Imagine if 
the feuding Montague and Capulet families had been merged in the lovestruck 
couple’s son—both a Montague and a Capulet. (We’ll call him Montulet.) In a 
sense, that’s what happened when Mary “was found to be with child from the 
Holy Spirit” (Matthew :, ). God and humanity came together in one 
person. Did that make peace? No. But it made peace possible, as the next point 
explains.
Jesus brought men to God through His crucifixion. Mediation—and its greater 
goal of reconciliation—required more than commonality. The incarnation 
alone didn’t make peace between God and men. Only the crucifixion could do 
that. Jesus had to suffer death, bearing the wrath of God that man’s rebellion 
incurred. First Peter : explains the transaction with perfect clarity: “For 
Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he 
might bring us to God.” The righteous One (Jesus) died for the sins of the 
unrighteous ones (us). Why? To be our Mediator; to “bring us to God.” Only 
as man could He die as a substitute for other men. And only as God could He 
suffer infinitely, paying for the sins of all the redeemed. 

Message, Messenger combined—the Son reveals the unseen God;
Showing Him to us by birth, then bringing us to Him by blood!

Let the gospel point you (and then compel you to point others) to Christ as the 
only Mediator between God and men.—CHRIS

•
•
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DAY 5 Holy, Holy, Holy is Jesus READ ISAIAH 6

Isaiah said these things because he saw [Jesus’] glory and spoke of him.    JOHN   :

In  BC the prophet Isaiah was “so shaken and struck dumb as to be laid low by 
the dread of death” (Calvin, Institutes, ..). What made him think he would die? 
Isaiah saw the Lord—the King. In Isaiah 6, he describes what he saw: the majestic 
throne on which the King sat, the majestic clothing the King wore, and the King’s 
majestic attendants—six-winged angels that looked to Isaiah like flickering flames 
(vv. –). Isaiah heard these attendants speaking incessant praise: “Holy, holy, 
holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” (v. ). The King that 
Isaiah saw is, in terms of majesty and purity, in a category all His own. He is “not 
merely holy, or very holy, but utterly holy” (John Goldingay, The Theology of the 
Book of Isaiah, p. ). As the angels’ shouts continued, Isaiah felt an earthquake 
and sensed an impending storm (v. ). It’s at that point he was certain he’d be 
annihilated. Horribly aware of his own impurity, Isaiah cried: “My destruction is 
sealed!” (v.  NLT).
How should Isaiah’s experience affect us? Should we expect a heavenly vision, too? 
No, Isaiah shared his experience so that we, like Isaiah’s original hearers, would 
learn the way to escape God’s impending wrath. The escape has two phases. 
You must recognize that you’re condemned because of impurity (vv. 1–5). If 
you’ve never been “ruined” by the realization of God’s holiness and your own 
uncleanness, then you’re still under judgment. It does no good to compare 
yourself favorably with others. From outer space, Mount Everest and the Dead 
Sea appear to be on the same level. Similarly, in the King’s eyes, the best sinner and 
worst sinner are both condemned. “In the presence of God degrees of sin become 
irrelevant” (Barry Webb, The Message of Isaiah, p. ). Escaping judgment begins 
with acknowledging that you deserve it.
You must be cleansed through sacrifice (vv. 6–7). When Isaiah confessed his 
impurity, God had an angel take a coal from the altar of sacrifice in the temple and 
touch it to Isaiah’s lips. What powerful symbolism! Sinners can be cleansed only 
through the sacrifice that God Himself prescribes. Christians understand that the 
sacrificial system in Jerusalem’s temple was pointing ahead to Jesus’ once-for-all 
sacrifice at Jerusalem’s hill of execution (Hebrews :–). We can escape judgment 
only when we flee for cleansing to the Sacrifice God has provided in Jesus. 
Make no mistake: Isaiah 6 is about Jesus. Here in Isaiah  the glory of King Jesus 
is on full display, not only in His cleansing power but also in His kingly majesty. 
John taught that Isaiah saw Jesus’ glory (John :–). Isaiah  shows us the 
King before His birth! As Alfred Martin puts it, “The Son of God is always the 
Revealer of God, before His incarnation as well as after” (Isaiah: The Salvation of 
Jehovah, p. ). Isaiah had gazed on the glory of God in the face of Christ seven 
centuries before Jesus was conceived. When Jesus was born, He said goodbye (for a 
few decades) to the incessant praises of angelic worshipers. It’s no wonder that the 
sky in Bethlehem lit up with angelic praise! These angels had been singing, “Holy, 
holy, holy!” to Jesus for thousands of years (since they had been created), and they 
couldn’t keep silent while their King lay in a feeding trough to save the unclean. 
Have you acknowledged that Jesus of Nazareth is holy, holy, holy Lord God 
Almighty—that you’re unclean, and that His sacrifice is your only hope for 
cleansing? That’s the only way to escape the wrath to come.  
Let the King’s holy glory humble you and His holy grace cleanse you.—JOE

DAY 6 Flesh & Blood  READ HEBREWS 2

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things.    
HEBREWS   :

When people think of Christmas texts, they don’t normally arrive at Hebrews .
However, that passage contains doctrinal insights into the purpose of the incarnation 
that in some ways are unsurpassed elsewhere in the Scriptures. It’s a glorious text!
In Hebrews – the writer proves that Christ is “better” than angels. This doesn’t 
surprise us. But in making his case, the author unexpectedly tells why the Creator 
of the universe—“he for whom and by whom all things exist” (:)—would
temporarily become “lower than the angels” (vv. , , quoting Psalm :). The 
One greater than angels became lower than angels by becoming a man! Why? 
Certainly, the angels themselves had to wonder ( Peter :)! The short answer is 
that the Creator took on human flesh “to bring many sons to glory” (v. ). The 
longer answer explains Psalm : (v. ), Psalm : (v. a), and Isaiah :
(v. b). I’ll summarize the amazing explanation in four points.
God the Son partook of flesh and blood to destroy our enemy, the devil (v. 14). 
It may seem cliché to say that Jesus was “born to die,” as we sing in Christmas 
carols like “Ring the Bells.” But it’s accurate, as Hebrews : demonstrates. Jesus 
partook of flesh and blood “that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil.” Now, the eternal God could have destroyed 
Satan—and all of the fallen creation—without becoming a man. But, inspired by 
His grace and glory, God didn’t want to defeat Satan by damning the world. He 
wanted to defeat Satan by rescuing the world. So, in fulfillment of Genesis :,
God became man in order to crush the serpent’s head—through His own death!
Only God-become-man could die.
God the Son partook of flesh and blood to deliver us from death (vv. 15–16). By 
submitting to death and destroying the keeper of death (v. ; Revelation :),
Jesus delivered us from death. Not only are we liberated from death itself, but we 
are liberated from the debilitating fear of death. Because of Christ, Christians die 
well. We welcome death. Christ has removed its sting ( Corinthians :). He 
hasn’t merely defanged it, but He has tamed it, turning the Grim Reaper himself 
into the Christian’s chauffeur to paradise (Philippians :, )!
God the Son partook of flesh and blood to become a propitiation for our sins (v. 
17). By His incarnation and subsequent death, Jesus defeated Satan. He delivered 
believers. But He also satisfied God. Jesus’ mission was “to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people.” We didn’t primarily need deliverance from Satan; we 
needed deliverance from God Who decreed that sin earns but one inevitable wage: 
death under His wrath (Genesis :; Ezekiel :; Romans :). Jesus, though 
sinless, bore sin’s punishment, thereby satisfying God’s wrath. God has no wrath 
left for the Christian because Jesus died as the propitiation for our sins.
God the Son partook of flesh and blood to become an empathetic High Priest (vv. 
17–18). Jesus, clothed in our flesh and blood, is a “merciful and faithful high priest.” 
Like us, He has suffered temptation (though without sinning). Therefore, He can 
relate to us and comfort us (:–). He hasn’t just “walked a mile in our shoes.” 
He has lived a flawless life “in our flesh” and died a penal death “in our blood.” 
Whatever we experience, He understands. He relates. He cares. He comforts.
Let the gospel—the news that your Creator partook of flesh and blood to save 
you—remind you that you’re forgiven, you can be fearless, and you have an 
empathetic Friend.—CHRIS
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death under His wrath (Genesis :; Ezekiel :; Romans :). Jesus, though 
sinless, bore sin’s punishment, thereby satisfying God’s wrath. God has no wrath 
left for the Christian because Jesus died as the propitiation for our sins.
God the Son partook of flesh and blood to become an empathetic High Priest (vv. 
17–18). Jesus, clothed in our flesh and blood, is a “merciful and faithful high priest.” 
Like us, He has suffered temptation (though without sinning). Therefore, He can 
relate to us and comfort us (:–). He hasn’t just “walked a mile in our shoes.” 
He has lived a flawless life “in our flesh” and died a penal death “in our blood.” 
Whatever we experience, He understands. He relates. He cares. He comforts.
Let the gospel—the news that your Creator partook of flesh and blood to save 
you—remind you that you’re forgiven, you can be fearless, and you have an 
empathetic Friend.—CHRIS

DAY 8 The Seed of the Woman READ GENESIS 3

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.    GENESIS   :

The word Genesis means beginning. Indeed, the first verse of the first chapter 
of the first book of the Bible famously commences with, “In the beginning 
God . . . .” We have two glorious chapters of God beginning by creation. We read 
with beautiful redundancy that “God said” and it was so. And we read that it was 
“good . . . good . . . good” and ultimately “very good.”
Tragically, Genesis  records humanity’s breaking of God’s perfect world. To use 
a popular expression, Adam and Eve “had one job!”—and they failed miserably. 
Genesis – is less about beginnings than endings. Genesis  records the 
first murder. We read a genealogy in chapter  that is punctuated by incessant 
obituaries: “And he died.” Genesis – record the global flood—not a cute story 
for nursery walls, but a nightmare-inducing record of God’s undiluted wrath. 
Genesis  tells of the destruction of sinful Sodom and godless Gomorrah. It’s 
no accident that the book that opened with God’s creation ends with Joseph “in 
a coffin in Egypt” (:).
But this book of death also promises life. In the very middle of Genesis , where 
we read of the Fall (humanity’s sin) and the curse (God’s punishment), we read 
what scholars call the protoevangelium—the first (proto) gospel (evangelium).
There the Lord tells Satan, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your [seed] and her [seed]; he shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise his heel” (v. ).
The Savior would be a human—Eve’s seed. This first prophecy of the Savior 
predicts Jesus’ saving work, a conflict we eventually learn will be culminated in 
the agony of the cross and the glory of the resurrection. But it also speaks of the 
Savior’s person—Who He would be. Amazingly, God promised that the Hope of 
humanity would be human! Not only would He be human, but He would be born 
through the natural birth process. The Savior would enter the world as a baby!
The Savior would triumph over Satan and undo the curse—“he shall bruise 
your head.” Have you noticed that the first gospel message was preached against 
Satan while Adam and Eve were free to eavesdrop? Satan was told that there 
would be a human—a descendant of the very race Satan dragged into sin—Who 
would crush Satan’s head. For millennia after this promise, Satan would fear its 
fulfillment and labor to stop it by the extermination of the Jewish people, or at 
least of Jewish baby boys—under Pharaoh, under Haman, and eventually under 
Herod at the slaughter of the innocents. But God’s promise was sure. As later 
revelation has shown, Satan would be dealt a fatal blow at Christ’s first coming 
and will be absolutely destroyed at Christ’s second coming.
The Savior would accomplish our salvation specifically by experiencing the 
pain of the curse—the serpent would “bruise his heel.” Deliverance from the 
epic travesty of the Fall and curse would not be a painless mission for the Savior. 
He would be bruised. He would be subject to human pain. Indeed, He would 
experience every pain unleashed by the curse, from sweat and toil to death and 
exile from God. But by His suffering, He would reverse the curse and rescue our 
fallen race. In seed form, Christ’s incarnation, crucifixion, and ultimate triumph 
were all predicted way back in Genesis ! The woman’s Seed is humanity’s Savior!
Let the gospel assure you that Satan will be vanquished and the curse will be 
reversed.—CHRIS

DAY 7 Your Family History READ MAT THEW 1:1–17

This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of King David and of Abraham.    
MATTHEW   :  NLT

The Gospel according to Matthew is a discipleship manifesto, a public declaration 
of what following Jesus involves. Matthew’s agenda is not to enhance your 
Christmas season, but to change your life. And if you’ve already committed your 
life to Jesus, Matthew’s agenda is to strengthen your faith so that you won’t throw 
in the towel when following Him gets tough. He knows that the call to follow 
Jesus doesn’t lead to an easy life, and he knows that what keeps you going is your 
conviction regarding Who Jesus is. 
Matthew begins his account of the good news with a record of Jesus’ ancestry. 
This isn’t some boring list of personal details that Matthew came across in research 
and decided to include as space-filler. No, this genealogy is Matthew’s attention-
grabbing introduction, and it’s jam-packed with significance. 
The first statement—that Jesus is a descendant of David and Abraham—
summarizes the Old Testament. By establishing that Jesus was related to Abraham,
Matthew is pointing out that Jesus is the Offspring of Abraham in Whom all the 
nations of the earth will be blessed (Genesis :). By establishing that Jesus was 
related to David, Matthew is proving that Jesus is the Davidic King Whose throne 
would be established forever ( Samuel :–). So, in connecting Jesus with 
David and Abraham, Matthew shows that God, fulfilling promises He had made 
for two millennia, has finally sent the King Who will rule and bless the world. 
But the genealogy teaches much more. All of the names shout that Jesus is not only 
the long-awaited King but that He is the King of grace! This entire family deserved to 
be rejected by God for notorious wickedness—for lying (Abraham), deceit (Jacob), 
immorality (David), double-mindedness (Solomon), arrogance (Rehoboam), 
unbelief (Ahaz), and idolatry which included child sacrifice (Manasseh). And this 
family had a history of disreputable women, who were “outsiders” for one reason 
or another. Tamar was the seductive Canaanite (v. ), Rahab, the prostitute from 
Jericho (v. ), Ruth, the Moabitess (v. ), and Bathsheba, the adulteress (v. ). 
You see, Jesus was born into a family that was notoriously deserving of judgment. 
But that means He’s not afraid to be associated with sinners, including immoral 
Gentiles—including me and you! As J. C. Ryle put it, 

We should always read this list with thankful hearts. . . . If the Lord Jesus was not 
ashamed to be born of a woman whose pedigree contained such names . . . we 
need not think that he will be ashamed to call us his brothers and sisters, and to 
give us eternal life. (Matthew: Expository Thoughts on the Gospels, p. )

Reader, if you already belong to Jesus, His family tree is your family tree. It’s a 
family in which sin is great, but grace is greater. This realization should help us in 
our “family” relationships—that is, our relationships within Jesus’ church. When 
we gather, we shouldn’t try to hide our past and put on a good show. Who are 
we trying to kid? Our family is a family of hell-deserving sinners. Our mission as 
a church is not to be good people attracting other good people. No! We’re saved 
sinners seeking the salvation and stability of other sinners. Immoral sinners saved 
by the King of grace—that’s the sort of people we want in our family. That’s the 
sort of people we have in our family.
Let the gospel of grace conquer your church’s tendency toward hypocrisy.—JOE



DAY 8 The Seed of the Woman READ GENESIS 3

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.    GENESIS   :

The word Genesis means beginning. Indeed, the first verse of the first chapter 
of the first book of the Bible famously commences with, “In the beginning 
God . . . .” We have two glorious chapters of God beginning by creation. We read 
with beautiful redundancy that “God said” and it was so. And we read that it was 
“good . . . good . . . good” and ultimately “very good.”
Tragically, Genesis  records humanity’s breaking of God’s perfect world. To use 
a popular expression, Adam and Eve “had one job!”—and they failed miserably. 
Genesis – is less about beginnings than endings. Genesis  records the 
first murder. We read a genealogy in chapter  that is punctuated by incessant 
obituaries: “And he died.” Genesis – record the global flood—not a cute story 
for nursery walls, but a nightmare-inducing record of God’s undiluted wrath. 
Genesis  tells of the destruction of sinful Sodom and godless Gomorrah. It’s 
no accident that the book that opened with God’s creation ends with Joseph “in 
a coffin in Egypt” (:).
But this book of death also promises life. In the very middle of Genesis , where 
we read of the Fall (humanity’s sin) and the curse (God’s punishment), we read 
what scholars call the protoevangelium—the first (proto) gospel (evangelium).
There the Lord tells Satan, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your [seed] and her [seed]; he shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise his heel” (v. ).
The Savior would be a human—Eve’s seed. This first prophecy of the Savior 
predicts Jesus’ saving work, a conflict we eventually learn will be culminated in 
the agony of the cross and the glory of the resurrection. But it also speaks of the 
Savior’s person—Who He would be. Amazingly, God promised that the Hope of 
humanity would be human! Not only would He be human, but He would be born 
through the natural birth process. The Savior would enter the world as a baby!
The Savior would triumph over Satan and undo the curse—“he shall bruise 
your head.” Have you noticed that the first gospel message was preached against 
Satan while Adam and Eve were free to eavesdrop? Satan was told that there 
would be a human—a descendant of the very race Satan dragged into sin—Who 
would crush Satan’s head. For millennia after this promise, Satan would fear its 
fulfillment and labor to stop it by the extermination of the Jewish people, or at 
least of Jewish baby boys—under Pharaoh, under Haman, and eventually under 
Herod at the slaughter of the innocents. But God’s promise was sure. As later 
revelation has shown, Satan would be dealt a fatal blow at Christ’s first coming 
and will be absolutely destroyed at Christ’s second coming.
The Savior would accomplish our salvation specifically by experiencing the 
pain of the curse—the serpent would “bruise his heel.” Deliverance from the 
epic travesty of the Fall and curse would not be a painless mission for the Savior. 
He would be bruised. He would be subject to human pain. Indeed, He would 
experience every pain unleashed by the curse, from sweat and toil to death and 
exile from God. But by His suffering, He would reverse the curse and rescue our 
fallen race. In seed form, Christ’s incarnation, crucifixion, and ultimate triumph 
were all predicted way back in Genesis ! The woman’s Seed is humanity’s Savior!
Let the gospel assure you that Satan will be vanquished and the curse will be 
reversed.—CHRIS

DAY 7 Your Family History READ MAT THEW 1:1–17

This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of King David and of Abraham.    
MATTHEW   :  NLT

The Gospel according to Matthew is a discipleship manifesto, a public declaration 
of what following Jesus involves. Matthew’s agenda is not to enhance your 
Christmas season, but to change your life. And if you’ve already committed your 
life to Jesus, Matthew’s agenda is to strengthen your faith so that you won’t throw 
in the towel when following Him gets tough. He knows that the call to follow 
Jesus doesn’t lead to an easy life, and he knows that what keeps you going is your 
conviction regarding Who Jesus is. 
Matthew begins his account of the good news with a record of Jesus’ ancestry. 
This isn’t some boring list of personal details that Matthew came across in research 
and decided to include as space-filler. No, this genealogy is Matthew’s attention-
grabbing introduction, and it’s jam-packed with significance. 
The first statement—that Jesus is a descendant of David and Abraham—
summarizes the Old Testament. By establishing that Jesus was related to Abraham,
Matthew is pointing out that Jesus is the Offspring of Abraham in Whom all the 
nations of the earth will be blessed (Genesis :). By establishing that Jesus was 
related to David, Matthew is proving that Jesus is the Davidic King Whose throne 
would be established forever ( Samuel :–). So, in connecting Jesus with 
David and Abraham, Matthew shows that God, fulfilling promises He had made 
for two millennia, has finally sent the King Who will rule and bless the world. 
But the genealogy teaches much more. All of the names shout that Jesus is not only 
the long-awaited King but that He is the King of grace! This entire family deserved to 
be rejected by God for notorious wickedness—for lying (Abraham), deceit (Jacob), 
immorality (David), double-mindedness (Solomon), arrogance (Rehoboam), 
unbelief (Ahaz), and idolatry which included child sacrifice (Manasseh). And this 
family had a history of disreputable women, who were “outsiders” for one reason 
or another. Tamar was the seductive Canaanite (v. ), Rahab, the prostitute from 
Jericho (v. ), Ruth, the Moabitess (v. ), and Bathsheba, the adulteress (v. ). 
You see, Jesus was born into a family that was notoriously deserving of judgment. 
But that means He’s not afraid to be associated with sinners, including immoral 
Gentiles—including me and you! As J. C. Ryle put it, 

We should always read this list with thankful hearts. . . . If the Lord Jesus was not 
ashamed to be born of a woman whose pedigree contained such names . . . we 
need not think that he will be ashamed to call us his brothers and sisters, and to 
give us eternal life. (Matthew: Expository Thoughts on the Gospels, p. )

Reader, if you already belong to Jesus, His family tree is your family tree. It’s a 
family in which sin is great, but grace is greater. This realization should help us in 
our “family” relationships—that is, our relationships within Jesus’ church. When 
we gather, we shouldn’t try to hide our past and put on a good show. Who are 
we trying to kid? Our family is a family of hell-deserving sinners. Our mission as 
a church is not to be good people attracting other good people. No! We’re saved 
sinners seeking the salvation and stability of other sinners. Immoral sinners saved 
by the King of grace—that’s the sort of people we want in our family. That’s the 
sort of people we have in our family.
Let the gospel of grace conquer your church’s tendency toward hypocrisy.—JOE

DAY 10 Prophecy’s Funnel  READ GENESIS 12:1–3; 26:1–5; 28:10–15

The scepter shall not depart from Judah.    GENESIS   :

Genesis records creation, the Fall, and God’s promise of redemption. God 
responded to humanity’s sin by promising a Savior (:). The protoevangeli-
um was the first proclamation of the gospel. But it certainly wasn’t the last. All 
through Genesis, with increasing specificity, God foretold the Savior’s coming. 
We call this progressive revelation. Genesis is a revelatory funnel, moving not 
from error to truth, but from general information about the Messiah to specific 
information. We are first told He would be human (:). But what else?
The Messiah would be Semetic (Genesis 9:26–27). Before Noah’s death he gave 
blessings to his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Although the passage is 
somewhat obscure, it seems to teach that God would “dwell in the tents of Shem” 
(:). This appears to be a promise that the Messiah would be a descendant of 
Shem, as history has borne out.
The Messiah would be Jewish (Genesis 12:3; 26:4; 28:14). Didn’t we already 
cover the Messiah’s Jewishness with the term “Semetic” in the previous point? 
No, we didn’t. We refer to prejudice against Jews in our day as “anti-Semitism.” 
But the sons of Shem include many people groups (:). It’s not until Genesis 
: that we first learn that the Messiah would be born into the family of a specific
Semite: Abraham. In Abraham’s “seed” (or offspring) all the nations of the world 
would be blessed! So the Seed of the woman (:) would also be the Seed of 
Abraham (:). That makes the Messiah a Jew, right? Well . . . no. Abraham had 
more than one son, including Ishmael, the father of the Arabs. No one confuses 
Arabs with Jews! But in Genesis :, the promise God had made to Abraham 
is repeated to his son Isaac. In Isaac’s seed, all the world would be blessed! The 
funnel of progressive revelation narrows again. So does this information make 
the Messiah a Jew? Again . . . no. Isaac had two sons. From Esau would descend 
the Edomites—enemies of the Jews! But in Genesis :, God’s promise to 
Abraham and Isaac is repeated to Isaac’s son Jacob. Jacob, of course, is the father 
of the twelve sons whose progeny would be the twelve tribes of Israel. Indeed, the 
very name Israel is the name given to Jacob in Genesis :. So now we know 
that the Messiah would be a Jew, a descendant of Jacob/Israel. 
The Messiah would be from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10). The Messiah’s 
prophetic family tree has one more branch in Genesis, and it comes near the 
book’s conclusion. As the aged Jacob nears his death, he blesses each of his 
children. Remember, by chapter  the twelve sons of Jacob have been reunited 
in Egypt, where Joseph has providentially been elevated to be Pharaoh’s chief of 
staff. Of particular note for this study is the blessing Jacob gave Judah (:–).
Judah’s descendant would be a ruler, not only over the rest of the Jewish nation, 
but over “the peoples,” a description of the entire world! “The scepter” and “the 
ruler’s staff” would belong to an heir of Judah. This is fulfilled initially in David, 
but ultimately in David’s heir and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
The forefathers of Christ were far from perfect. Noah got drunk. Abraham 
doubted and lied. Isaac lied and favored one son over another. Jacob’s very name 
means deceiver. And Judah committed incestuous adultery with his daughter-in-
law who disguised herself as a prostitute. Hardly a pristine group! But the Savior 
of sinners was numbered with sinners, even in His lineage. That’s grace!
Let the unfolding promises of the gospel make you marvel at the wisdom and 
grace of God’s plan.—CHRIS

DAY 9 God’s Plan is Still Unfolding READ MIC AH 5:1–6

[His flock] shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.    MICAH   :

If you’re unfamiliar with Micah’s prophecy, reading it may not seem particularly 
exciting or practical, but nothing could be further from the truth. Micah’s 
messages were from the Lord (:), and his book has stood the test of time. It’s 
still published three millennia later(!), not because it was a bestseller in its day (in 
fact, it was repulsive to most of its original audience), but because it was God’s 
word, it was memorably communicated, and it eventually came to pass. 
In the passage you read for today, Micah preaches this essential message to Israel: 
“Go ahead and try to defend yourself from attack, but it will do you no good. 
Your situation will improve only after you’ve gone into captivity and a Shepherd-
King from Bethlehem rescues you, regathers you, and gives you perfect peace.” 
Take some time to think on those promises. Have they come to pass?
All these predictions have indeed come to pass, at least in part. The prediction 
in the first verse, that Israel’s king would be deposed and the city of Jerusalem 
sieged, actually happened a century and a half after Micah predicted it. The 
prediction in the second verse, that Israel’s King would be born in Bethlehem, 
came to pass seven hundred years later, when Jesus was born in that small-town 
animal shelter (Luke :, ; Matthew :, –). The prediction in the third 
verse, that this Ruler would regather scattered Jews, began to be fulfilled after 
Jesus’ ascension when thousands of Jews from all over the world gathered at the 
Feast of Pentecost in Jerusalem, heard the gospel, repented of their sins, and 
were united in the family of Christ (Acts :–). And the predictions of the 
fourth and fifth verses have also come to pass: Jesus, by His crucifixion, made 
it possible for any repentant rebel to experience peace with God; and Jesus has 
become great to the ends of the earth as hundreds of millions of rebels have 
been transformed into Christ-worshipers. But these last few predictions have not 
been completely fulfilled. This Shepherd-King hasn’t yet become Earth’s visible 
Monarch. He hasn’t yet established international peace. In other words, we still 
await the total fulfillment of these promises; God’s plan is still unfolding.
With that understanding, take a minute to consider whether your mental picture 
of Jesus fits the picture that Micah paints. The King that was born in Bethlehem 
is no longer a cherubic Baby. He’s a strong Shepherd, a majestic King, and the 
greatest military Commander of history. Jesus is the returning King and Judge 
before Whom every human will give account. Jesus is no longer a small Baby 
evoking your tender sympathy; He’s the world Sovereign demanding your total 
submission before it’s too late (Acts :).
Having a biblical view of Jesus shouldn’t only lead you to lifelong submission; 
it should also lead you to patient perseverance. Like Micah’s original audience, 
we may respond in faith, yet die, having never seen the promises fulfilled. We 
must let it sink in that Micah’s generation never saw God make good on these 
words. Like them, we may spend our entire lives in unfulfilled longing. But if 
this Christmas prophecy that Micah uttered makes any difference to us today, 
it should fuel our persevering hope in God’s promises. Christian, even though 
we’re almost three millennia removed from Micah’s prophetic messages, keep 
longing for the return of the Shepherd-King from Bethlehem. Don’t lose heart.
Let the gospel promises that have been partially fulfilled solidify your expectation 
that they will be completely fulfilled.—JOE



DAY 8 The Seed of the Woman READ GENESIS 3

He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.    GENESIS   :

The word Genesis means beginning. Indeed, the first verse of the first chapter 
of the first book of the Bible famously commences with, “In the beginning 
God . . . .” We have two glorious chapters of God beginning by creation. We read 
with beautiful redundancy that “God said” and it was so. And we read that it was 
“good . . . good . . . good” and ultimately “very good.”
Tragically, Genesis  records humanity’s breaking of God’s perfect world. To use 
a popular expression, Adam and Eve “had one job!”—and they failed miserably. 
Genesis – is less about beginnings than endings. Genesis  records the 
first murder. We read a genealogy in chapter  that is punctuated by incessant 
obituaries: “And he died.” Genesis – record the global flood—not a cute story 
for nursery walls, but a nightmare-inducing record of God’s undiluted wrath. 
Genesis  tells of the destruction of sinful Sodom and godless Gomorrah. It’s 
no accident that the book that opened with God’s creation ends with Joseph “in 
a coffin in Egypt” (:).
But this book of death also promises life. In the very middle of Genesis , where 
we read of the Fall (humanity’s sin) and the curse (God’s punishment), we read 
what scholars call the protoevangelium—the first (proto) gospel (evangelium).
There the Lord tells Satan, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your [seed] and her [seed]; he shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise his heel” (v. ).
The Savior would be a human—Eve’s seed. This first prophecy of the Savior 
predicts Jesus’ saving work, a conflict we eventually learn will be culminated in 
the agony of the cross and the glory of the resurrection. But it also speaks of the 
Savior’s person—Who He would be. Amazingly, God promised that the Hope of 
humanity would be human! Not only would He be human, but He would be born 
through the natural birth process. The Savior would enter the world as a baby!
The Savior would triumph over Satan and undo the curse—“he shall bruise 
your head.” Have you noticed that the first gospel message was preached against 
Satan while Adam and Eve were free to eavesdrop? Satan was told that there 
would be a human—a descendant of the very race Satan dragged into sin—Who 
would crush Satan’s head. For millennia after this promise, Satan would fear its 
fulfillment and labor to stop it by the extermination of the Jewish people, or at 
least of Jewish baby boys—under Pharaoh, under Haman, and eventually under 
Herod at the slaughter of the innocents. But God’s promise was sure. As later 
revelation has shown, Satan would be dealt a fatal blow at Christ’s first coming 
and will be absolutely destroyed at Christ’s second coming.
The Savior would accomplish our salvation specifically by experiencing the 
pain of the curse—the serpent would “bruise his heel.” Deliverance from the 
epic travesty of the Fall and curse would not be a painless mission for the Savior. 
He would be bruised. He would be subject to human pain. Indeed, He would 
experience every pain unleashed by the curse, from sweat and toil to death and 
exile from God. But by His suffering, He would reverse the curse and rescue our 
fallen race. In seed form, Christ’s incarnation, crucifixion, and ultimate triumph 
were all predicted way back in Genesis ! The woman’s Seed is humanity’s Savior!
Let the gospel assure you that Satan will be vanquished and the curse will be 
reversed.—CHRIS

DAY 7 Your Family History READ MAT THEW 1:1–17

This is a record of the ancestors of Jesus the Messiah, a descendant of King David and of Abraham.    
MATTHEW   :  NLT

The Gospel according to Matthew is a discipleship manifesto, a public declaration 
of what following Jesus involves. Matthew’s agenda is not to enhance your 
Christmas season, but to change your life. And if you’ve already committed your 
life to Jesus, Matthew’s agenda is to strengthen your faith so that you won’t throw 
in the towel when following Him gets tough. He knows that the call to follow 
Jesus doesn’t lead to an easy life, and he knows that what keeps you going is your 
conviction regarding Who Jesus is. 
Matthew begins his account of the good news with a record of Jesus’ ancestry. 
This isn’t some boring list of personal details that Matthew came across in research 
and decided to include as space-filler. No, this genealogy is Matthew’s attention-
grabbing introduction, and it’s jam-packed with significance. 
The first statement—that Jesus is a descendant of David and Abraham—
summarizes the Old Testament. By establishing that Jesus was related to Abraham,
Matthew is pointing out that Jesus is the Offspring of Abraham in Whom all the 
nations of the earth will be blessed (Genesis :). By establishing that Jesus was 
related to David, Matthew is proving that Jesus is the Davidic King Whose throne 
would be established forever ( Samuel :–). So, in connecting Jesus with 
David and Abraham, Matthew shows that God, fulfilling promises He had made 
for two millennia, has finally sent the King Who will rule and bless the world. 
But the genealogy teaches much more. All of the names shout that Jesus is not only 
the long-awaited King but that He is the King of grace! This entire family deserved to 
be rejected by God for notorious wickedness—for lying (Abraham), deceit (Jacob), 
immorality (David), double-mindedness (Solomon), arrogance (Rehoboam), 
unbelief (Ahaz), and idolatry which included child sacrifice (Manasseh). And this 
family had a history of disreputable women, who were “outsiders” for one reason 
or another. Tamar was the seductive Canaanite (v. ), Rahab, the prostitute from 
Jericho (v. ), Ruth, the Moabitess (v. ), and Bathsheba, the adulteress (v. ). 
You see, Jesus was born into a family that was notoriously deserving of judgment. 
But that means He’s not afraid to be associated with sinners, including immoral 
Gentiles—including me and you! As J. C. Ryle put it, 

We should always read this list with thankful hearts. . . . If the Lord Jesus was not 
ashamed to be born of a woman whose pedigree contained such names . . . we 
need not think that he will be ashamed to call us his brothers and sisters, and to 
give us eternal life. (Matthew: Expository Thoughts on the Gospels, p. )

Reader, if you already belong to Jesus, His family tree is your family tree. It’s a 
family in which sin is great, but grace is greater. This realization should help us in 
our “family” relationships—that is, our relationships within Jesus’ church. When 
we gather, we shouldn’t try to hide our past and put on a good show. Who are 
we trying to kid? Our family is a family of hell-deserving sinners. Our mission as 
a church is not to be good people attracting other good people. No! We’re saved 
sinners seeking the salvation and stability of other sinners. Immoral sinners saved 
by the King of grace—that’s the sort of people we want in our family. That’s the 
sort of people we have in our family.
Let the gospel of grace conquer your church’s tendency toward hypocrisy.—JOE

DAY 10 Prophecy’s Funnel  READ GENESIS 12:1–3; 26:1–5; 28:10–15

The scepter shall not depart from Judah.    GENESIS   :

Genesis records creation, the Fall, and God’s promise of redemption. God 
responded to humanity’s sin by promising a Savior (:). The protoevangeli-
um was the first proclamation of the gospel. But it certainly wasn’t the last. All 
through Genesis, with increasing specificity, God foretold the Savior’s coming. 
We call this progressive revelation. Genesis is a revelatory funnel, moving not 
from error to truth, but from general information about the Messiah to specific 
information. We are first told He would be human (:). But what else?
The Messiah would be Semetic (Genesis 9:26–27). Before Noah’s death he gave 
blessings to his three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Although the passage is 
somewhat obscure, it seems to teach that God would “dwell in the tents of Shem” 
(:). This appears to be a promise that the Messiah would be a descendant of 
Shem, as history has borne out.
The Messiah would be Jewish (Genesis 12:3; 26:4; 28:14). Didn’t we already 
cover the Messiah’s Jewishness with the term “Semetic” in the previous point? 
No, we didn’t. We refer to prejudice against Jews in our day as “anti-Semitism.” 
But the sons of Shem include many people groups (:). It’s not until Genesis 
: that we first learn that the Messiah would be born into the family of a specific
Semite: Abraham. In Abraham’s “seed” (or offspring) all the nations of the world 
would be blessed! So the Seed of the woman (:) would also be the Seed of 
Abraham (:). That makes the Messiah a Jew, right? Well . . . no. Abraham had 
more than one son, including Ishmael, the father of the Arabs. No one confuses 
Arabs with Jews! But in Genesis :, the promise God had made to Abraham 
is repeated to his son Isaac. In Isaac’s seed, all the world would be blessed! The 
funnel of progressive revelation narrows again. So does this information make 
the Messiah a Jew? Again . . . no. Isaac had two sons. From Esau would descend 
the Edomites—enemies of the Jews! But in Genesis :, God’s promise to 
Abraham and Isaac is repeated to Isaac’s son Jacob. Jacob, of course, is the father 
of the twelve sons whose progeny would be the twelve tribes of Israel. Indeed, the 
very name Israel is the name given to Jacob in Genesis :. So now we know 
that the Messiah would be a Jew, a descendant of Jacob/Israel. 
The Messiah would be from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10). The Messiah’s 
prophetic family tree has one more branch in Genesis, and it comes near the 
book’s conclusion. As the aged Jacob nears his death, he blesses each of his 
children. Remember, by chapter  the twelve sons of Jacob have been reunited 
in Egypt, where Joseph has providentially been elevated to be Pharaoh’s chief of 
staff. Of particular note for this study is the blessing Jacob gave Judah (:–).
Judah’s descendant would be a ruler, not only over the rest of the Jewish nation, 
but over “the peoples,” a description of the entire world! “The scepter” and “the 
ruler’s staff” would belong to an heir of Judah. This is fulfilled initially in David, 
but ultimately in David’s heir and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
The forefathers of Christ were far from perfect. Noah got drunk. Abraham 
doubted and lied. Isaac lied and favored one son over another. Jacob’s very name 
means deceiver. And Judah committed incestuous adultery with his daughter-in-
law who disguised herself as a prostitute. Hardly a pristine group! But the Savior 
of sinners was numbered with sinners, even in His lineage. That’s grace!
Let the unfolding promises of the gospel make you marvel at the wisdom and 
grace of God’s plan.—CHRIS

DAY 9 God’s Plan is Still Unfolding READ MIC AH 5:1–6

[His flock] shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth.    MICAH   :

If you’re unfamiliar with Micah’s prophecy, reading it may not seem particularly 
exciting or practical, but nothing could be further from the truth. Micah’s 
messages were from the Lord (:), and his book has stood the test of time. It’s 
still published three millennia later(!), not because it was a bestseller in its day (in 
fact, it was repulsive to most of its original audience), but because it was God’s 
word, it was memorably communicated, and it eventually came to pass. 
In the passage you read for today, Micah preaches this essential message to Israel: 
“Go ahead and try to defend yourself from attack, but it will do you no good. 
Your situation will improve only after you’ve gone into captivity and a Shepherd-
King from Bethlehem rescues you, regathers you, and gives you perfect peace.” 
Take some time to think on those promises. Have they come to pass?
All these predictions have indeed come to pass, at least in part. The prediction 
in the first verse, that Israel’s king would be deposed and the city of Jerusalem 
sieged, actually happened a century and a half after Micah predicted it. The 
prediction in the second verse, that Israel’s King would be born in Bethlehem, 
came to pass seven hundred years later, when Jesus was born in that small-town 
animal shelter (Luke :, ; Matthew :, –). The prediction in the third 
verse, that this Ruler would regather scattered Jews, began to be fulfilled after 
Jesus’ ascension when thousands of Jews from all over the world gathered at the 
Feast of Pentecost in Jerusalem, heard the gospel, repented of their sins, and 
were united in the family of Christ (Acts :–). And the predictions of the 
fourth and fifth verses have also come to pass: Jesus, by His crucifixion, made 
it possible for any repentant rebel to experience peace with God; and Jesus has 
become great to the ends of the earth as hundreds of millions of rebels have 
been transformed into Christ-worshipers. But these last few predictions have not 
been completely fulfilled. This Shepherd-King hasn’t yet become Earth’s visible 
Monarch. He hasn’t yet established international peace. In other words, we still 
await the total fulfillment of these promises; God’s plan is still unfolding.
With that understanding, take a minute to consider whether your mental picture 
of Jesus fits the picture that Micah paints. The King that was born in Bethlehem 
is no longer a cherubic Baby. He’s a strong Shepherd, a majestic King, and the 
greatest military Commander of history. Jesus is the returning King and Judge 
before Whom every human will give account. Jesus is no longer a small Baby 
evoking your tender sympathy; He’s the world Sovereign demanding your total 
submission before it’s too late (Acts :).
Having a biblical view of Jesus shouldn’t only lead you to lifelong submission; 
it should also lead you to patient perseverance. Like Micah’s original audience, 
we may respond in faith, yet die, having never seen the promises fulfilled. We 
must let it sink in that Micah’s generation never saw God make good on these 
words. Like them, we may spend our entire lives in unfulfilled longing. But if 
this Christmas prophecy that Micah uttered makes any difference to us today, 
it should fuel our persevering hope in God’s promises. Christian, even though 
we’re almost three millennia removed from Micah’s prophetic messages, keep 
longing for the return of the Shepherd-King from Bethlehem. Don’t lose heart.
Let the gospel promises that have been partially fulfilled solidify your expectation 
that they will be completely fulfilled.—JOE
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DAY 12 The Extraordinary Birth READ ISAIAH 7

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.   I SAIAH   :

The coming of the Son of God in human flesh is the best news that helpless and 
doomed humanity has ever heard. In the fullness of time—at the appropriate and 
eternally determined moment—the virgin conceived and bore a Son. And what 
a Son He was: Son of God and Son of Man! The Seed of the woman through the 
seed of Abraham and then of David would be the Source of blessing for the whole 
world. Christmas started something; it inaugurated a new day. The incarnation 
made the difference between light and darkness, between life and death. The 
message of Christ, particularly in the Old Testament, is so often set in contexts of 
darkness, gloom, and despair. Christ is always God’s answer to man’s problem. 
Isaiah : declares Christ’s birth and thus introduces the great mystery—God 
was manifest in the flesh. Matthew : removes any doubt that Isaiah’s prophecy 
of the virgin birth refers directly and uniquely to Jesus. Isaiah  begins with Isaiah’s 
admonition to Ahaz (king of Judah) to trust the Lord for deliverance from the 
impending threat of an Israeli-Syrian coalition. If he would only believe, he would 
be established (:). Isaiah offered him any extraordinary sign of his own choosing 
to confirm the certainty of God’s word. In his unbelief, Ahaz rejected the offer 
(:–), but God gave a sign anyway—just not to him. The stupendous sign 
marked the fullness of time and changed everything for everybody.
The sign was to be an extraordinary birth of an extraordinary Son. Isaiah announces 
the incomprehensible birth with the interjection, “Behold.” This is like putting 
an exclamation point at the beginning of a sentence to call special attention to 
something remarkable. What he was about to say defied human experience and 
understanding: A virgin was about to conceive and bear a son. Miraculous!
Although some interpret the word virgin to refer merely to a young woman of 
marriageable age, the word that Isaiah uses is the only word in the Old Testament 
that designates a virgin in the strictest sense of the term without any additional 
qualification. That she was also young and marriageable may be true enough, 
but that is not the issue. Certainly, her giving birth would not be contrary to 
norm if age were the only thing designated. Wherever this word occurs in the 
Old Testament the purity of the young lady is assumed. There is another word 
translated as “virgin,” but it can refer to a widow (Joel :), someone who had been 
married. When that term does refer to a sexually pure virgin, it requires the further 
restriction that no man had known her (for example, Genesis :). If Isaiah 
had used that word without further qualification, the nature of this announced 
birth could be open to interpretation. Instead, guided by the Holy Spirit, he uses 
a word that by itself, without any further definition, refers to a young woman 
who is a virgin. This restricted understanding of the word is further proven by the 
Greek word used in the Septuagint. The meaning of the Greek word is undisputed 
in its reference to a virgin in the narrowest sense and thus silences any contrary 
interpretation. That the divinely inspired Matthew uses the same word settles the 
question about the nature of this supernatural conception.
How a virgin could conceive and bear a son is beyond human explanation. The 
virgin birth of Christ, a cardinal truth of Christianity, is a mystery and the most 
stupendous miracle of all of God’s supernatural acts. To explain it is beyond human 
ability; to deny it is outside the bounds of orthodoxy. The fact of it is gospel.
Let the miraculous gospel shatter your doubt and strengthen your trust.—
MICHAEL

DAY 11 Next Time will be Different READ MATTHEW 17:1–11

So Christ . . . will appear a second time not to deal with sin.    HEBREWS   :

There was one occasion during Jesus’ first coming to earth on which He gave a 
few of His disciples a sneak preview of His second coming (Matthew :–).
We call that event Jesus’ transfiguration, but if we’re honest, most of us don’t 
really know what that means. Some people think Jesus was transformed into some 
kind of angel, but that’s not what happened! Jesus was human before and during 
His transfiguration. Transfiguration refers to a change of appearance, and on this 
occasion, probably atop Mount Miron, Jesus briefly changed His appearance to 
show Peter, James, and John what He’d look like when He comes to earth the 
second time. He gave His followers a glimpse of “the power and coming” of His 
majestic return ( Peter :; Matthew :).
Matthew records that Jesus was transfigured “before them” (v. ), emphasizing 
how important it was for the disciples to witness this moment. Why did they need 
to see it? Because six days earlier Jesus had surprised them. After the disciples (led 
by Peter) had declared their conviction that Jesus was God’s chosen King Who 
would reign forever on earth, the King startled them with the news that He was 
headed to Jerusalem to be crucified (Matthew :–). To the disciples that 
didn’t sound like a particularly wise “step one” in a world-takeover strategy. Jesus’ 
followers didn’t yet understand how the King’s suffering fit with His plan to reign. 
So, with this change of appearance, King Jesus reassured His disciples that, even 
though their immediate outlook on life was grim, they had made the right choice 
in following Him.
Jesus’ transfiguration revealed that He is the most significant person in the Bible—
that He’s a more authoritative Law-giver and Liberator than Moses and that He’s 
a mightier Prophet than Elijah (v. ). (Notice in Luke : that Moses talked with 
Jesus about the greater exodus that Jesus was about to accomplish in Jerusalem!) The 
big mistake that Peter made on this occasion was to equate Jesus with Moses and 
Elijah (v. ). Peter should have known better, but in his terror and sleepiness he 
spoke without thinking (Luke :–). On this mountaintop Jesus wasn’t being 
equated with Moses and Elijah; He was being exalted by them! The Law and the 
Prophets exalt Jesus. To emphasize this, God the Father audibly quoted from all 
three parts of the Old Testament back-to-back-to-back (Psalm :; Isaiah :; and 
Deuteronomy :; Luke :), confirming that Jesus is the Sovereign Whom 
God has chosen, the Sufferer in Whom God delights, and the Speaker to Whom 
God has given greater authority than Moses. The disciples were reassured that Jesus 
is the unparalleled King of glory Who will return to earth with awesome majesty. 
Reassurance is desperately needed when following Jesus gets tough. When your 
friends leave, when your faith is mocked, when hardships happen—that’s when you 
need reassurance that you made the right choice, that you really are following the 
King of glory. Christian, what gives you strength to endure is the conviction that’s 
repeatedly confirmed throughout the Bible: that Jesus is the King of glory Who will 
soon return to reign on earth. You don’t need a mountaintop experience; you just 
need simple faith in the solid, repeated testimony of Scripture ( Peter :–). 
When Jesus came the first time, He came as a newborn infant. Very few people 
even batted an eye. His purpose was to suffer for sin. But at His second coming, 
Jesus won’t be a small baby, silently entering the world with a determination to 
suffer. He’ll majestically return, with a trumpet blast, and He’ll be ready to reign.
Let the gospel of Jesus’ triumph reassure you as you face hardships for Him.—JOE
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The sign was to be an extraordinary birth of an extraordinary Son. Isaiah announces 
the incomprehensible birth with the interjection, “Behold.” This is like putting 
an exclamation point at the beginning of a sentence to call special attention to 
something remarkable. What he was about to say defied human experience and 
understanding: A virgin was about to conceive and bear a son. Miraculous!
Although some interpret the word virgin to refer merely to a young woman of 
marriageable age, the word that Isaiah uses is the only word in the Old Testament 
that designates a virgin in the strictest sense of the term without any additional 
qualification. That she was also young and marriageable may be true enough, 
but that is not the issue. Certainly, her giving birth would not be contrary to 
norm if age were the only thing designated. Wherever this word occurs in the 
Old Testament the purity of the young lady is assumed. There is another word 
translated as “virgin,” but it can refer to a widow (Joel :), someone who had been 
married. When that term does refer to a sexually pure virgin, it requires the further 
restriction that no man had known her (for example, Genesis :). If Isaiah 
had used that word without further qualification, the nature of this announced 
birth could be open to interpretation. Instead, guided by the Holy Spirit, he uses 
a word that by itself, without any further definition, refers to a young woman 
who is a virgin. This restricted understanding of the word is further proven by the 
Greek word used in the Septuagint. The meaning of the Greek word is undisputed 
in its reference to a virgin in the narrowest sense and thus silences any contrary 
interpretation. That the divinely inspired Matthew uses the same word settles the 
question about the nature of this supernatural conception.
How a virgin could conceive and bear a son is beyond human explanation. The 
virgin birth of Christ, a cardinal truth of Christianity, is a mystery and the most 
stupendous miracle of all of God’s supernatural acts. To explain it is beyond human 
ability; to deny it is outside the bounds of orthodoxy. The fact of it is gospel.
Let the miraculous gospel shatter your doubt and strengthen your trust.—
MICHAEL

DAY 11 Next Time will be Different READ MATTHEW 17:1–11

So Christ . . . will appear a second time not to deal with sin.    HEBREWS   :

There was one occasion during Jesus’ first coming to earth on which He gave a 
few of His disciples a sneak preview of His second coming (Matthew :–).
We call that event Jesus’ transfiguration, but if we’re honest, most of us don’t 
really know what that means. Some people think Jesus was transformed into some 
kind of angel, but that’s not what happened! Jesus was human before and during 
His transfiguration. Transfiguration refers to a change of appearance, and on this 
occasion, probably atop Mount Miron, Jesus briefly changed His appearance to 
show Peter, James, and John what He’d look like when He comes to earth the 
second time. He gave His followers a glimpse of “the power and coming” of His 
majestic return ( Peter :; Matthew :).
Matthew records that Jesus was transfigured “before them” (v. ), emphasizing 
how important it was for the disciples to witness this moment. Why did they need 
to see it? Because six days earlier Jesus had surprised them. After the disciples (led 
by Peter) had declared their conviction that Jesus was God’s chosen King Who 
would reign forever on earth, the King startled them with the news that He was 
headed to Jerusalem to be crucified (Matthew :–). To the disciples that 
didn’t sound like a particularly wise “step one” in a world-takeover strategy. Jesus’ 
followers didn’t yet understand how the King’s suffering fit with His plan to reign. 
So, with this change of appearance, King Jesus reassured His disciples that, even 
though their immediate outlook on life was grim, they had made the right choice 
in following Him.
Jesus’ transfiguration revealed that He is the most significant person in the Bible—
that He’s a more authoritative Law-giver and Liberator than Moses and that He’s 
a mightier Prophet than Elijah (v. ). (Notice in Luke : that Moses talked with 
Jesus about the greater exodus that Jesus was about to accomplish in Jerusalem!) The 
big mistake that Peter made on this occasion was to equate Jesus with Moses and 
Elijah (v. ). Peter should have known better, but in his terror and sleepiness he 
spoke without thinking (Luke :–). On this mountaintop Jesus wasn’t being 
equated with Moses and Elijah; He was being exalted by them! The Law and the 
Prophets exalt Jesus. To emphasize this, God the Father audibly quoted from all 
three parts of the Old Testament back-to-back-to-back (Psalm :; Isaiah :; and 
Deuteronomy :; Luke :), confirming that Jesus is the Sovereign Whom 
God has chosen, the Sufferer in Whom God delights, and the Speaker to Whom 
God has given greater authority than Moses. The disciples were reassured that Jesus 
is the unparalleled King of glory Who will return to earth with awesome majesty. 
Reassurance is desperately needed when following Jesus gets tough. When your 
friends leave, when your faith is mocked, when hardships happen—that’s when you 
need reassurance that you made the right choice, that you really are following the 
King of glory. Christian, what gives you strength to endure is the conviction that’s 
repeatedly confirmed throughout the Bible: that Jesus is the King of glory Who will 
soon return to reign on earth. You don’t need a mountaintop experience; you just 
need simple faith in the solid, repeated testimony of Scripture ( Peter :–). 
When Jesus came the first time, He came as a newborn infant. Very few people 
even batted an eye. His purpose was to suffer for sin. But at His second coming, 
Jesus won’t be a small baby, silently entering the world with a determination to 
suffer. He’ll majestically return, with a trumpet blast, and He’ll be ready to reign.
Let the gospel of Jesus’ triumph reassure you as you face hardships for Him.—JOE

DAY 14 Call His Name Jesus READ MAT THEW 1:18–25

She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from 
their sins.    MATTHEW   :  NASB

One of the joys of being an expectant parent is getting to chew long and hard on 
the name of your soon-to-be-delivered child. Neither of Jesus’ parents had that 
privilege. Joseph, Jesus’ legal father, and Mary, Jesus’ biological mother, didn’t 
have a say in what they named their Son. God Himself commanded them to 
name Him Jesus. End of decision. 
There was another time in biblical history when a man was named Jesus (actually 
the Hebrew version of it) by someone other than his parents. In Numbers :
Moses’ changed the name of his most trusted military commander from Hoshea
(meaning “he will save”) to Joshua (meaning “Jehovah will save”). Joshua’s new 
name was more specific, clearly pointing away from Joshua himself to the Lord 
Who would save His people as Joshua led the military. Fourteen hundred years 
later, in the middle of the night, an angel appeared to Joseph and told him to 
name Mary’s son Jesus (Greek for “Jehovah saves”), only this time the name was 
pointing at (not away from!) the One Who bore the name: “For it is He who will 
save His people from their sins” (NASB, italics mine). Jesus’ name reveals the two 
most important things about Him—Who He is and why He came.
Jesus’ name reveals His identity. This baby born of Mary is the great I AM. He’s 
the Creator of the heavens and earth Who called Abram and destroyed Sodom. 
He met Moses in the burning bush, split the Red Sea, and came down in fire on 
Mount Sinai. This little Baby was Jehovah God in human flesh. Matthew puts an 
exclamation point on the reality that Jesus is God by reporting the virgin birth 
(vv. , , , ). As Craig Blomberg teaches, “The virginal conception . . . is a 
very fitting way to reinforce the . . . conviction that Jesus is both fully God (divine 
paternity) and fully man (human maternity)” (Jesus & the Gospels, p. ). 
Jesus’ name reveals His mission. Jehovah is born on a mission “to save His people 
from their sins.” Jesus’ primary mission wasn’t to rescue people from physical, 
financial, or political problems (though He can and will do all those things for 
His people). Jesus’ primary mission wasn’t to deal with symptoms but with the 
disease! Only Jesus’ death could make possible the forgiveness of all our sin. Sadly, 
some so-called Christian churches are committed to avoiding the very mention 
of sin, but instead focus on presenting messages they see as more positive and 
psychologically uplifting. Yet, you can’t promote Jesus if you don’t talk about sin. 
What Tim Keller writes in Hidden Christmas makes you giggle, then gulp: 

Some gifts by their very nature make you swallow your pride. Imagine opening a 
present on Christmas morning from a friend—and it’s a dieting book. Then you 
take off another ribbon and wrapper and you find it’s another book from another 
friend, Overcoming Selfishness. . . . There has never been a gift offered that makes 
you swallow your pride to the depths that the gift of Jesus Christ requires us to 
do. Christmas means that we are lost, so unable to save ourselves, that nothing 
less than the death of the Son of God himself could save us. . . . To accept the 
true Christmas gift, you have to admit that you’re a sinner. You need to be saved 
by grace. You need to give up control of your life. That is descending lower than 
any of us really wants to go. (pp. –)

Jesus is God come to save sinners. Until you’ve admitted that you’re a sinner who 
can’t save yourself, you haven’t even understood why His name is Jesus.
Let the Baby’s very name make you “swallow your pride.”—JOE

DAY 13 God’s Best & Final Word READ JOHN 1:1–18

God . . . has spoken to us by his Son.    HEBREWS   :

The Gospel of John begins with a bang. Like the introduction of a motif that 
will be repeated and embellished throughout a great symphony, John introduces 
in the first eighteen verses the major themes that will permeate his Gospel’s 
twenty-one chapters. Jesus is—and always has been—the eternal God (:). Jesus 
became man (:). (Notice the difference. It matters!) All who trust in Jesus 
receive eternal life (:). The rest of John’s masterpiece of a book will play these 
melodies again and again.
Central to John’s argument is the first name he gives to the eternal Son: “the 
Word” (:, ). Much ink has been spilled attempting to explain what this 
title means. Some argue that John is using a Hebrew allusion, referring to Old 
Testament wisdom. Others argue that John is using a Greek allusion, repurposing 
the philosopher Philos’ concept of the Logos, perhaps best defined as “deified logic.” 
For my part, I think the answer is much simpler—and much more profound. 
What is a word? Don’t overthink it. It’s basically a means of communication. It’s a 
message, spoken or written, from one person to another—a form of revelation.
Jesus Christ is God’s best and final communication to mankind. The Bible is 
God’s inspired Word. But Jesus is God’s incarnate Word—God revealed in human 
flesh. One of Christ’s great purposes in coming to earth was to reveal the unseen 
God. The apostle John returns to this motif throughout his writings:

John : follows up the announcement that “the Word became flesh” with 
the immediate result of this communication: “and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father.” God revealed Himself through 
Jesus, the Word. And we saw Him!
John : is even clearer: Whereas no one has seen God at any time, Jesus 
(God’s Son, here specifically called “the only God”) “has made him known.” 
Jesus literally “exegetes” or explains God. He has revealed the invisible God. 
(See also John :; :, , .)
In John :–, Philip asks Jesus to show the disciples the Father. Jesus is 
almost offended by the request. Notice His astounding answer: “Have I been 
with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
 John :– continues this theme. John testifies that he saw, heard, and 
touched Jesus—and by this experience, life “was made manifest” by God to 
him. Jesus revealed God and God’s plan of salvation.
Revelation : returns again to this grand theme, referring to the conquering 
Christ by the grand name “the Word of God.”

Finally, Hebrews :– shares this truth in a poignant way. In times past, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets. But in these last days, God has spoken more 
clearly by sending His Son. Notice the significant term: God has spoken to us—
finally and perfectly. How? By the Word Who became flesh and dwelt among us!

Praise our Savior, Jesus Christ; delight in God’s climactic Word.
God through prophets whispered once, but now He shouts through Christ the Lord.

Let the gospel of the incarnate Word reveal to you the glories of the invisible 
God.—CHRIS
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DAY 12 The Extraordinary Birth READ ISAIAH 7

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.   I SAIAH   :

The coming of the Son of God in human flesh is the best news that helpless and 
doomed humanity has ever heard. In the fullness of time—at the appropriate and 
eternally determined moment—the virgin conceived and bore a Son. And what 
a Son He was: Son of God and Son of Man! The Seed of the woman through the 
seed of Abraham and then of David would be the Source of blessing for the whole 
world. Christmas started something; it inaugurated a new day. The incarnation 
made the difference between light and darkness, between life and death. The 
message of Christ, particularly in the Old Testament, is so often set in contexts of 
darkness, gloom, and despair. Christ is always God’s answer to man’s problem. 
Isaiah : declares Christ’s birth and thus introduces the great mystery—God 
was manifest in the flesh. Matthew : removes any doubt that Isaiah’s prophecy 
of the virgin birth refers directly and uniquely to Jesus. Isaiah  begins with Isaiah’s 
admonition to Ahaz (king of Judah) to trust the Lord for deliverance from the 
impending threat of an Israeli-Syrian coalition. If he would only believe, he would 
be established (:). Isaiah offered him any extraordinary sign of his own choosing 
to confirm the certainty of God’s word. In his unbelief, Ahaz rejected the offer 
(:–), but God gave a sign anyway—just not to him. The stupendous sign 
marked the fullness of time and changed everything for everybody.
The sign was to be an extraordinary birth of an extraordinary Son. Isaiah announces 
the incomprehensible birth with the interjection, “Behold.” This is like putting 
an exclamation point at the beginning of a sentence to call special attention to 
something remarkable. What he was about to say defied human experience and 
understanding: A virgin was about to conceive and bear a son. Miraculous!
Although some interpret the word virgin to refer merely to a young woman of 
marriageable age, the word that Isaiah uses is the only word in the Old Testament 
that designates a virgin in the strictest sense of the term without any additional 
qualification. That she was also young and marriageable may be true enough, 
but that is not the issue. Certainly, her giving birth would not be contrary to 
norm if age were the only thing designated. Wherever this word occurs in the 
Old Testament the purity of the young lady is assumed. There is another word 
translated as “virgin,” but it can refer to a widow (Joel :), someone who had been 
married. When that term does refer to a sexually pure virgin, it requires the further 
restriction that no man had known her (for example, Genesis :). If Isaiah 
had used that word without further qualification, the nature of this announced 
birth could be open to interpretation. Instead, guided by the Holy Spirit, he uses 
a word that by itself, without any further definition, refers to a young woman 
who is a virgin. This restricted understanding of the word is further proven by the 
Greek word used in the Septuagint. The meaning of the Greek word is undisputed 
in its reference to a virgin in the narrowest sense and thus silences any contrary 
interpretation. That the divinely inspired Matthew uses the same word settles the 
question about the nature of this supernatural conception.
How a virgin could conceive and bear a son is beyond human explanation. The 
virgin birth of Christ, a cardinal truth of Christianity, is a mystery and the most 
stupendous miracle of all of God’s supernatural acts. To explain it is beyond human 
ability; to deny it is outside the bounds of orthodoxy. The fact of it is gospel.
Let the miraculous gospel shatter your doubt and strengthen your trust.—
MICHAEL

DAY 11 Next Time will be Different READ MATTHEW 17:1–11

So Christ . . . will appear a second time not to deal with sin.    HEBREWS   :

There was one occasion during Jesus’ first coming to earth on which He gave a 
few of His disciples a sneak preview of His second coming (Matthew :–).
We call that event Jesus’ transfiguration, but if we’re honest, most of us don’t 
really know what that means. Some people think Jesus was transformed into some 
kind of angel, but that’s not what happened! Jesus was human before and during 
His transfiguration. Transfiguration refers to a change of appearance, and on this 
occasion, probably atop Mount Miron, Jesus briefly changed His appearance to 
show Peter, James, and John what He’d look like when He comes to earth the 
second time. He gave His followers a glimpse of “the power and coming” of His 
majestic return ( Peter :; Matthew :).
Matthew records that Jesus was transfigured “before them” (v. ), emphasizing 
how important it was for the disciples to witness this moment. Why did they need 
to see it? Because six days earlier Jesus had surprised them. After the disciples (led 
by Peter) had declared their conviction that Jesus was God’s chosen King Who 
would reign forever on earth, the King startled them with the news that He was 
headed to Jerusalem to be crucified (Matthew :–). To the disciples that 
didn’t sound like a particularly wise “step one” in a world-takeover strategy. Jesus’ 
followers didn’t yet understand how the King’s suffering fit with His plan to reign. 
So, with this change of appearance, King Jesus reassured His disciples that, even 
though their immediate outlook on life was grim, they had made the right choice 
in following Him.
Jesus’ transfiguration revealed that He is the most significant person in the Bible—
that He’s a more authoritative Law-giver and Liberator than Moses and that He’s 
a mightier Prophet than Elijah (v. ). (Notice in Luke : that Moses talked with 
Jesus about the greater exodus that Jesus was about to accomplish in Jerusalem!) The 
big mistake that Peter made on this occasion was to equate Jesus with Moses and 
Elijah (v. ). Peter should have known better, but in his terror and sleepiness he 
spoke without thinking (Luke :–). On this mountaintop Jesus wasn’t being 
equated with Moses and Elijah; He was being exalted by them! The Law and the 
Prophets exalt Jesus. To emphasize this, God the Father audibly quoted from all 
three parts of the Old Testament back-to-back-to-back (Psalm :; Isaiah :; and 
Deuteronomy :; Luke :), confirming that Jesus is the Sovereign Whom 
God has chosen, the Sufferer in Whom God delights, and the Speaker to Whom 
God has given greater authority than Moses. The disciples were reassured that Jesus 
is the unparalleled King of glory Who will return to earth with awesome majesty. 
Reassurance is desperately needed when following Jesus gets tough. When your 
friends leave, when your faith is mocked, when hardships happen—that’s when you 
need reassurance that you made the right choice, that you really are following the 
King of glory. Christian, what gives you strength to endure is the conviction that’s 
repeatedly confirmed throughout the Bible: that Jesus is the King of glory Who will 
soon return to reign on earth. You don’t need a mountaintop experience; you just 
need simple faith in the solid, repeated testimony of Scripture ( Peter :–). 
When Jesus came the first time, He came as a newborn infant. Very few people 
even batted an eye. His purpose was to suffer for sin. But at His second coming, 
Jesus won’t be a small baby, silently entering the world with a determination to 
suffer. He’ll majestically return, with a trumpet blast, and He’ll be ready to reign.
Let the gospel of Jesus’ triumph reassure you as you face hardships for Him.—JOE

DAY 14 Call His Name Jesus READ MAT THEW 1:18–25

She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from 
their sins.    MATTHEW   :  NASB

One of the joys of being an expectant parent is getting to chew long and hard on 
the name of your soon-to-be-delivered child. Neither of Jesus’ parents had that 
privilege. Joseph, Jesus’ legal father, and Mary, Jesus’ biological mother, didn’t 
have a say in what they named their Son. God Himself commanded them to 
name Him Jesus. End of decision. 
There was another time in biblical history when a man was named Jesus (actually 
the Hebrew version of it) by someone other than his parents. In Numbers :
Moses’ changed the name of his most trusted military commander from Hoshea
(meaning “he will save”) to Joshua (meaning “Jehovah will save”). Joshua’s new 
name was more specific, clearly pointing away from Joshua himself to the Lord 
Who would save His people as Joshua led the military. Fourteen hundred years 
later, in the middle of the night, an angel appeared to Joseph and told him to 
name Mary’s son Jesus (Greek for “Jehovah saves”), only this time the name was 
pointing at (not away from!) the One Who bore the name: “For it is He who will 
save His people from their sins” (NASB, italics mine). Jesus’ name reveals the two 
most important things about Him—Who He is and why He came.
Jesus’ name reveals His identity. This baby born of Mary is the great I AM. He’s 
the Creator of the heavens and earth Who called Abram and destroyed Sodom. 
He met Moses in the burning bush, split the Red Sea, and came down in fire on 
Mount Sinai. This little Baby was Jehovah God in human flesh. Matthew puts an 
exclamation point on the reality that Jesus is God by reporting the virgin birth 
(vv. , , , ). As Craig Blomberg teaches, “The virginal conception . . . is a 
very fitting way to reinforce the . . . conviction that Jesus is both fully God (divine 
paternity) and fully man (human maternity)” (Jesus & the Gospels, p. ). 
Jesus’ name reveals His mission. Jehovah is born on a mission “to save His people 
from their sins.” Jesus’ primary mission wasn’t to rescue people from physical, 
financial, or political problems (though He can and will do all those things for 
His people). Jesus’ primary mission wasn’t to deal with symptoms but with the 
disease! Only Jesus’ death could make possible the forgiveness of all our sin. Sadly, 
some so-called Christian churches are committed to avoiding the very mention 
of sin, but instead focus on presenting messages they see as more positive and 
psychologically uplifting. Yet, you can’t promote Jesus if you don’t talk about sin. 
What Tim Keller writes in Hidden Christmas makes you giggle, then gulp: 

Some gifts by their very nature make you swallow your pride. Imagine opening a 
present on Christmas morning from a friend—and it’s a dieting book. Then you 
take off another ribbon and wrapper and you find it’s another book from another 
friend, Overcoming Selfishness. . . . There has never been a gift offered that makes 
you swallow your pride to the depths that the gift of Jesus Christ requires us to 
do. Christmas means that we are lost, so unable to save ourselves, that nothing 
less than the death of the Son of God himself could save us. . . . To accept the 
true Christmas gift, you have to admit that you’re a sinner. You need to be saved 
by grace. You need to give up control of your life. That is descending lower than 
any of us really wants to go. (pp. –)

Jesus is God come to save sinners. Until you’ve admitted that you’re a sinner who 
can’t save yourself, you haven’t even understood why His name is Jesus.
Let the Baby’s very name make you “swallow your pride.”—JOE

DAY 13 God’s Best & Final Word READ JOHN 1:1–18

God . . . has spoken to us by his Son.    HEBREWS   :

The Gospel of John begins with a bang. Like the introduction of a motif that 
will be repeated and embellished throughout a great symphony, John introduces 
in the first eighteen verses the major themes that will permeate his Gospel’s 
twenty-one chapters. Jesus is—and always has been—the eternal God (:). Jesus 
became man (:). (Notice the difference. It matters!) All who trust in Jesus 
receive eternal life (:). The rest of John’s masterpiece of a book will play these 
melodies again and again.
Central to John’s argument is the first name he gives to the eternal Son: “the 
Word” (:, ). Much ink has been spilled attempting to explain what this 
title means. Some argue that John is using a Hebrew allusion, referring to Old 
Testament wisdom. Others argue that John is using a Greek allusion, repurposing 
the philosopher Philos’ concept of the Logos, perhaps best defined as “deified logic.” 
For my part, I think the answer is much simpler—and much more profound. 
What is a word? Don’t overthink it. It’s basically a means of communication. It’s a 
message, spoken or written, from one person to another—a form of revelation.
Jesus Christ is God’s best and final communication to mankind. The Bible is 
God’s inspired Word. But Jesus is God’s incarnate Word—God revealed in human 
flesh. One of Christ’s great purposes in coming to earth was to reveal the unseen 
God. The apostle John returns to this motif throughout his writings:

John : follows up the announcement that “the Word became flesh” with 
the immediate result of this communication: “and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father.” God revealed Himself through 
Jesus, the Word. And we saw Him!
John : is even clearer: Whereas no one has seen God at any time, Jesus 
(God’s Son, here specifically called “the only God”) “has made him known.” 
Jesus literally “exegetes” or explains God. He has revealed the invisible God. 
(See also John :; :, , .)
In John :–, Philip asks Jesus to show the disciples the Father. Jesus is 
almost offended by the request. Notice His astounding answer: “Have I been 
with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
 John :– continues this theme. John testifies that he saw, heard, and 
touched Jesus—and by this experience, life “was made manifest” by God to 
him. Jesus revealed God and God’s plan of salvation.
Revelation : returns again to this grand theme, referring to the conquering 
Christ by the grand name “the Word of God.”

Finally, Hebrews :– shares this truth in a poignant way. In times past, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets. But in these last days, God has spoken more 
clearly by sending His Son. Notice the significant term: God has spoken to us—
finally and perfectly. How? By the Word Who became flesh and dwelt among us!

Praise our Savior, Jesus Christ; delight in God’s climactic Word.
God through prophets whispered once, but now He shouts through Christ the Lord.

Let the gospel of the incarnate Word reveal to you the glories of the invisible 
God.—CHRIS
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DAY 14 Call His Name Jesus READ MAT THEW 1:18–25

She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from 
their sins.    MATTHEW   :  NASB

One of the joys of being an expectant parent is getting to chew long and hard on 
the name of your soon-to-be-delivered child. Neither of Jesus’ parents had that 
privilege. Joseph, Jesus’ legal father, and Mary, Jesus’ biological mother, didn’t 
have a say in what they named their Son. God Himself commanded them to 
name Him Jesus. End of decision. 
There was another time in biblical history when a man was named Jesus (actually 
the Hebrew version of it) by someone other than his parents. In Numbers :
Moses’ changed the name of his most trusted military commander from Hoshea
(meaning “he will save”) to Joshua (meaning “Jehovah will save”). Joshua’s new 
name was more specific, clearly pointing away from Joshua himself to the Lord 
Who would save His people as Joshua led the military. Fourteen hundred years 
later, in the middle of the night, an angel appeared to Joseph and told him to 
name Mary’s son Jesus (Greek for “Jehovah saves”), only this time the name was 
pointing at (not away from!) the One Who bore the name: “For it is He who will 
save His people from their sins” (NASB, italics mine). Jesus’ name reveals the two 
most important things about Him—Who He is and why He came.
Jesus’ name reveals His identity. This baby born of Mary is the great I AM. He’s 
the Creator of the heavens and earth Who called Abram and destroyed Sodom. 
He met Moses in the burning bush, split the Red Sea, and came down in fire on 
Mount Sinai. This little Baby was Jehovah God in human flesh. Matthew puts an 
exclamation point on the reality that Jesus is God by reporting the virgin birth 
(vv. , , , ). As Craig Blomberg teaches, “The virginal conception . . . is a 
very fitting way to reinforce the . . . conviction that Jesus is both fully God (divine 
paternity) and fully man (human maternity)” (Jesus & the Gospels, p. ). 
Jesus’ name reveals His mission. Jehovah is born on a mission “to save His people 
from their sins.” Jesus’ primary mission wasn’t to rescue people from physical, 
financial, or political problems (though He can and will do all those things for 
His people). Jesus’ primary mission wasn’t to deal with symptoms but with the 
disease! Only Jesus’ death could make possible the forgiveness of all our sin. Sadly, 
some so-called Christian churches are committed to avoiding the very mention 
of sin, but instead focus on presenting messages they see as more positive and 
psychologically uplifting. Yet, you can’t promote Jesus if you don’t talk about sin. 
What Tim Keller writes in Hidden Christmas makes you giggle, then gulp: 

Some gifts by their very nature make you swallow your pride. Imagine opening a 
present on Christmas morning from a friend—and it’s a dieting book. Then you 
take off another ribbon and wrapper and you find it’s another book from another 
friend, Overcoming Selfishness. . . . There has never been a gift offered that makes 
you swallow your pride to the depths that the gift of Jesus Christ requires us to 
do. Christmas means that we are lost, so unable to save ourselves, that nothing 
less than the death of the Son of God himself could save us. . . . To accept the 
true Christmas gift, you have to admit that you’re a sinner. You need to be saved 
by grace. You need to give up control of your life. That is descending lower than 
any of us really wants to go. (pp. –)

Jesus is God come to save sinners. Until you’ve admitted that you’re a sinner who 
can’t save yourself, you haven’t even understood why His name is Jesus.
Let the Baby’s very name make you “swallow your pride.”—JOE

DAY 13 God’s Best & Final Word READ JOHN 1:1–18

God . . . has spoken to us by his Son.    HEBREWS   :

The Gospel of John begins with a bang. Like the introduction of a motif that 
will be repeated and embellished throughout a great symphony, John introduces 
in the first eighteen verses the major themes that will permeate his Gospel’s 
twenty-one chapters. Jesus is—and always has been—the eternal God (:). Jesus 
became man (:). (Notice the difference. It matters!) All who trust in Jesus 
receive eternal life (:). The rest of John’s masterpiece of a book will play these 
melodies again and again.
Central to John’s argument is the first name he gives to the eternal Son: “the 
Word” (:, ). Much ink has been spilled attempting to explain what this 
title means. Some argue that John is using a Hebrew allusion, referring to Old 
Testament wisdom. Others argue that John is using a Greek allusion, repurposing 
the philosopher Philos’ concept of the Logos, perhaps best defined as “deified logic.” 
For my part, I think the answer is much simpler—and much more profound. 
What is a word? Don’t overthink it. It’s basically a means of communication. It’s a 
message, spoken or written, from one person to another—a form of revelation.
Jesus Christ is God’s best and final communication to mankind. The Bible is 
God’s inspired Word. But Jesus is God’s incarnate Word—God revealed in human 
flesh. One of Christ’s great purposes in coming to earth was to reveal the unseen 
God. The apostle John returns to this motif throughout his writings:

John : follows up the announcement that “the Word became flesh” with 
the immediate result of this communication: “and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father.” God revealed Himself through 
Jesus, the Word. And we saw Him!
John : is even clearer: Whereas no one has seen God at any time, Jesus 
(God’s Son, here specifically called “the only God”) “has made him known.” 
Jesus literally “exegetes” or explains God. He has revealed the invisible God. 
(See also John :; :, , .)
In John :–, Philip asks Jesus to show the disciples the Father. Jesus is 
almost offended by the request. Notice His astounding answer: “Have I been 
with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
 John :– continues this theme. John testifies that he saw, heard, and 
touched Jesus—and by this experience, life “was made manifest” by God to 
him. Jesus revealed God and God’s plan of salvation.
Revelation : returns again to this grand theme, referring to the conquering 
Christ by the grand name “the Word of God.”

Finally, Hebrews :– shares this truth in a poignant way. In times past, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets. But in these last days, God has spoken more 
clearly by sending His Son. Notice the significant term: God has spoken to us—
finally and perfectly. How? By the Word Who became flesh and dwelt among us!

Praise our Savior, Jesus Christ; delight in God’s climactic Word.
God through prophets whispered once, but now He shouts through Christ the Lord.

Let the gospel of the incarnate Word reveal to you the glories of the invisible 
God.—CHRIS

•

•
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•

•

DAY 16 Political Optimism READ PSALM 72:1–17

May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him!    PSALM   :

The birth of Jesus was a political event, and celebrating His birth should affect our 
political outlook. What comes to your mind when you hear the word politics? I’d 
guess that most of us don’t respond very positively. We tend to think of politics as 
hopelessly controversial and of politicians as disingenuous schmoozers. Therefore, 
many Christians try to ignore politics, while others seem to unhealthily feed on 
the frustrations produced by daily intake of political controversies and exposés. 
If we’re going to think rightly about politics, we must begin by acknowledging 
that God created politics. Politics—or things pertaining to citizenship such 
as land, law, and leaders—was invented by God, not people. At creation God 
Himself gave Adam land to protect, law to enforce, and leadership with which 
to accomplish it. Yet, because Adam failed miserably in his civic duties, politics 
have been horribly corrupted by selfish people ever since, just like everything else 
in God’s originally good creation. 
Psalm  is a political psalm, written by a king about a king. It proves beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that, despite all his faults, King Solomon was truly wise. He 
was a monumental theologian. What he sings in verse  proves that he held the 
key that unlocked the whole Old Testament. In that simple, beautiful sentence, 
Solomon reveals that he understood that the two greatest promises that God 
had made—the first to Abraham in Genesis :– and the second to David in 
 Samuel :–—were basically one promise. A thousand years before Jesus 
came to earth, Solomon understood that Abraham’s promised Descendant and 
David’s promised Descendant were one and the same Individual.
In Psalm  Solomon melodically prays for the coming Abrahamic-Davidic King 
through Whom God would redeem and bless the world. Solomon begs God to 
send this King Who would reign righteously, eternally, internationally, compas-
sionately, and admirably (vv. –, –, –, –, and –, respectively). 
We who have trusted Jesus know that these five descriptions perfectly fit Him. 
Jesus alone is righteous, and by His death and resurrection He “crushed the 
oppressor” (v. ). Jesus can reign eternally because He alone can claim, “I am the 
first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore” 
(Revelation :). Jesus will return to earth and “reign forever and ever” as the 
international Monarch, the “King of kings” (Revelation :; :). We also 
know that King Jesus personally cares for our precious lives (v. ). In fact, 
our King so values our blood that He spilled His own blood for us. Jesus had 
such piteous compassion on the desperately needy—those who couldn’t save 
themselves—that He chose to redeem our lives with His own precious blood! 
So we will forever admire Him (Revelation :–). You see, King Solomon is 
longing for King Jesus! 
You should regularly sing Psalm . (Christians who sing “Jesus Shall Reign,” 
Isaac Watts’ version of Psalm , sing this psalm, often without realizing it.) 
Singing this psalm will reorient you politically. It will continually remind you 
that, as Chuck Colson famously put it, “the kingdom of God does not arrive on 
Air Force One.” And if we regularly sing Psalm , we will be praying like Jesus 
commanded us: “Your kingdom come!” 
Let the gospel shape your ultimate political outlook.—JOE

DAY 15 Almighty Slept  READ PSALM 121

Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.    PSALM   :

The God of the Bible—the one true God—is stunning in His transcendence. He 
is immeasurably greater than anything else that exists. He is infinite, while we are 
finite. He is omnipotent, while we are impotent. He is all-wise, while even the 
brightest among us can merely grope after the crumbs of knowledge which He 
has allowed to fall to us from His table. The attribute that is commonly referred 
to as His governing quality is His holiness. That’s actually a bit misleading. God 
doesn’t have competing attributes, and holiness doesn’t “govern them.” Holiness is 
actually the composite of all His attributes. Holiness means that God is set apart or 
separated from everything! He is His own category—what my professor Michael 
Barrett used to call “completely other.” He is holy in all His attributes. Unrivaled 
in might. Unrivaled in grace. Unrivaled in love. 
Among the many vivid distinctions that the Bible presents between the holy God 
and lowly humanity is sleep. Sleep is a relentless reminder that we’re not God. 
For an average of six to eight hours per day—that’s approximately one-quarter or 
one-third of our lives!—we’re unconscious. Recharging. Oblivious.
In stark contrast, we learn in Psalm :– that God “will neither slumber nor 
sleep.” He doesn’t nod off. He doesn’t have to recuperate after a day’s work. He 
doesn’t get weary. Indeed, part of Elijah’s mockery of the prophets of Baal was this 
barb: “Perhaps [your god] is asleep and must be awakened” ( Kings :). The 
point? A true God doesn’t sleep. He doesn’t feel pain, doesn’t sweat, doesn’t learn, 
doesn’t grow, doesn’t bleed, and certainly doesn’t die.
Then came the incarnation. According to Isaiah :–, “the Mighty God” was 
to become a “child.” According to Micah :, the One “from ancient days” was 
to have a birthplace. According to John :, the eternal and divine Word Who 
created all things “became flesh and dwelt among us.”
So, we read in the four Gospels that Jesus slept. Jesus hungered and thirsted. Jesus 
wept. Jesus sweat. Jesus bled. And, mystery of mysteries, Jesus died.
Marvel at the incarnation. Worship the Almighty God—Who slept!

Almighty slept—What irony!
Be awed by Christ’s humanity.
In cattle stall then violent storm
Almighty slept, first young, then worn.
Almighty slept—Who slumbers not!—
And God as man salvation brought.

The Maker sweat—A mystery!
Be touched by His humility.
By toil fatigued and sin oppressed,
The Maker sweat that we may rest.
The Maker sweat great drops of red
To ponder death in sinners’ stead.

The Sov’reign wept—Such empathy! 
Be moved by mourning majesty.
As once He grieved at Laz’rus’ tomb,
The Sov’reign wept with death-like gloom.
The Sov’reign wept in garden still,
Yet bowed before His Father’s will.

The Savior bled—Oh travesty!
Be pierced by Jesus’ agony. 
As Satan raged and sinners scorned
The Savior bled—despised, forlorn.
The Savior bled for sin perverse
To vanquish sin and end the curse.

Let the gospel’s message of God taking on frail human flesh astound you.—CHRIS



DAY 14 Call His Name Jesus READ MAT THEW 1:18–25

She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from 
their sins.    MATTHEW   :  NASB

One of the joys of being an expectant parent is getting to chew long and hard on 
the name of your soon-to-be-delivered child. Neither of Jesus’ parents had that 
privilege. Joseph, Jesus’ legal father, and Mary, Jesus’ biological mother, didn’t 
have a say in what they named their Son. God Himself commanded them to 
name Him Jesus. End of decision. 
There was another time in biblical history when a man was named Jesus (actually 
the Hebrew version of it) by someone other than his parents. In Numbers :
Moses’ changed the name of his most trusted military commander from Hoshea
(meaning “he will save”) to Joshua (meaning “Jehovah will save”). Joshua’s new 
name was more specific, clearly pointing away from Joshua himself to the Lord 
Who would save His people as Joshua led the military. Fourteen hundred years 
later, in the middle of the night, an angel appeared to Joseph and told him to 
name Mary’s son Jesus (Greek for “Jehovah saves”), only this time the name was 
pointing at (not away from!) the One Who bore the name: “For it is He who will 
save His people from their sins” (NASB, italics mine). Jesus’ name reveals the two 
most important things about Him—Who He is and why He came.
Jesus’ name reveals His identity. This baby born of Mary is the great I AM. He’s 
the Creator of the heavens and earth Who called Abram and destroyed Sodom. 
He met Moses in the burning bush, split the Red Sea, and came down in fire on 
Mount Sinai. This little Baby was Jehovah God in human flesh. Matthew puts an 
exclamation point on the reality that Jesus is God by reporting the virgin birth 
(vv. , , , ). As Craig Blomberg teaches, “The virginal conception . . . is a 
very fitting way to reinforce the . . . conviction that Jesus is both fully God (divine 
paternity) and fully man (human maternity)” (Jesus & the Gospels, p. ). 
Jesus’ name reveals His mission. Jehovah is born on a mission “to save His people 
from their sins.” Jesus’ primary mission wasn’t to rescue people from physical, 
financial, or political problems (though He can and will do all those things for 
His people). Jesus’ primary mission wasn’t to deal with symptoms but with the 
disease! Only Jesus’ death could make possible the forgiveness of all our sin. Sadly, 
some so-called Christian churches are committed to avoiding the very mention 
of sin, but instead focus on presenting messages they see as more positive and 
psychologically uplifting. Yet, you can’t promote Jesus if you don’t talk about sin. 
What Tim Keller writes in Hidden Christmas makes you giggle, then gulp: 

Some gifts by their very nature make you swallow your pride. Imagine opening a 
present on Christmas morning from a friend—and it’s a dieting book. Then you 
take off another ribbon and wrapper and you find it’s another book from another 
friend, Overcoming Selfishness. . . . There has never been a gift offered that makes 
you swallow your pride to the depths that the gift of Jesus Christ requires us to 
do. Christmas means that we are lost, so unable to save ourselves, that nothing 
less than the death of the Son of God himself could save us. . . . To accept the 
true Christmas gift, you have to admit that you’re a sinner. You need to be saved 
by grace. You need to give up control of your life. That is descending lower than 
any of us really wants to go. (pp. –)

Jesus is God come to save sinners. Until you’ve admitted that you’re a sinner who 
can’t save yourself, you haven’t even understood why His name is Jesus.
Let the Baby’s very name make you “swallow your pride.”—JOE

DAY 13 God’s Best & Final Word READ JOHN 1:1–18

God . . . has spoken to us by his Son.    HEBREWS   :

The Gospel of John begins with a bang. Like the introduction of a motif that 
will be repeated and embellished throughout a great symphony, John introduces 
in the first eighteen verses the major themes that will permeate his Gospel’s 
twenty-one chapters. Jesus is—and always has been—the eternal God (:). Jesus 
became man (:). (Notice the difference. It matters!) All who trust in Jesus 
receive eternal life (:). The rest of John’s masterpiece of a book will play these 
melodies again and again.
Central to John’s argument is the first name he gives to the eternal Son: “the 
Word” (:, ). Much ink has been spilled attempting to explain what this 
title means. Some argue that John is using a Hebrew allusion, referring to Old 
Testament wisdom. Others argue that John is using a Greek allusion, repurposing 
the philosopher Philos’ concept of the Logos, perhaps best defined as “deified logic.” 
For my part, I think the answer is much simpler—and much more profound. 
What is a word? Don’t overthink it. It’s basically a means of communication. It’s a 
message, spoken or written, from one person to another—a form of revelation.
Jesus Christ is God’s best and final communication to mankind. The Bible is 
God’s inspired Word. But Jesus is God’s incarnate Word—God revealed in human 
flesh. One of Christ’s great purposes in coming to earth was to reveal the unseen 
God. The apostle John returns to this motif throughout his writings:

John : follows up the announcement that “the Word became flesh” with 
the immediate result of this communication: “and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father.” God revealed Himself through 
Jesus, the Word. And we saw Him!
John : is even clearer: Whereas no one has seen God at any time, Jesus 
(God’s Son, here specifically called “the only God”) “has made him known.” 
Jesus literally “exegetes” or explains God. He has revealed the invisible God. 
(See also John :; :, , .)
In John :–, Philip asks Jesus to show the disciples the Father. Jesus is 
almost offended by the request. Notice His astounding answer: “Have I been 
with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?”
 John :– continues this theme. John testifies that he saw, heard, and 
touched Jesus—and by this experience, life “was made manifest” by God to 
him. Jesus revealed God and God’s plan of salvation.
Revelation : returns again to this grand theme, referring to the conquering 
Christ by the grand name “the Word of God.”

Finally, Hebrews :– shares this truth in a poignant way. In times past, God 
spoke to our fathers by the prophets. But in these last days, God has spoken more 
clearly by sending His Son. Notice the significant term: God has spoken to us—
finally and perfectly. How? By the Word Who became flesh and dwelt among us!

Praise our Savior, Jesus Christ; delight in God’s climactic Word.
God through prophets whispered once, but now He shouts through Christ the Lord.

Let the gospel of the incarnate Word reveal to you the glories of the invisible 
God.—CHRIS
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DAY 16 Political Optimism READ PSALM 72:1–17

May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him!    PSALM   :

The birth of Jesus was a political event, and celebrating His birth should affect our 
political outlook. What comes to your mind when you hear the word politics? I’d 
guess that most of us don’t respond very positively. We tend to think of politics as 
hopelessly controversial and of politicians as disingenuous schmoozers. Therefore, 
many Christians try to ignore politics, while others seem to unhealthily feed on 
the frustrations produced by daily intake of political controversies and exposés. 
If we’re going to think rightly about politics, we must begin by acknowledging 
that God created politics. Politics—or things pertaining to citizenship such 
as land, law, and leaders—was invented by God, not people. At creation God 
Himself gave Adam land to protect, law to enforce, and leadership with which 
to accomplish it. Yet, because Adam failed miserably in his civic duties, politics 
have been horribly corrupted by selfish people ever since, just like everything else 
in God’s originally good creation. 
Psalm  is a political psalm, written by a king about a king. It proves beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that, despite all his faults, King Solomon was truly wise. He 
was a monumental theologian. What he sings in verse  proves that he held the 
key that unlocked the whole Old Testament. In that simple, beautiful sentence, 
Solomon reveals that he understood that the two greatest promises that God 
had made—the first to Abraham in Genesis :– and the second to David in 
 Samuel :–—were basically one promise. A thousand years before Jesus 
came to earth, Solomon understood that Abraham’s promised Descendant and 
David’s promised Descendant were one and the same Individual.
In Psalm  Solomon melodically prays for the coming Abrahamic-Davidic King 
through Whom God would redeem and bless the world. Solomon begs God to 
send this King Who would reign righteously, eternally, internationally, compas-
sionately, and admirably (vv. –, –, –, –, and –, respectively). 
We who have trusted Jesus know that these five descriptions perfectly fit Him. 
Jesus alone is righteous, and by His death and resurrection He “crushed the 
oppressor” (v. ). Jesus can reign eternally because He alone can claim, “I am the 
first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore” 
(Revelation :). Jesus will return to earth and “reign forever and ever” as the 
international Monarch, the “King of kings” (Revelation :; :). We also 
know that King Jesus personally cares for our precious lives (v. ). In fact, 
our King so values our blood that He spilled His own blood for us. Jesus had 
such piteous compassion on the desperately needy—those who couldn’t save 
themselves—that He chose to redeem our lives with His own precious blood! 
So we will forever admire Him (Revelation :–). You see, King Solomon is 
longing for King Jesus! 
You should regularly sing Psalm . (Christians who sing “Jesus Shall Reign,” 
Isaac Watts’ version of Psalm , sing this psalm, often without realizing it.) 
Singing this psalm will reorient you politically. It will continually remind you 
that, as Chuck Colson famously put it, “the kingdom of God does not arrive on 
Air Force One.” And if we regularly sing Psalm , we will be praying like Jesus 
commanded us: “Your kingdom come!” 
Let the gospel shape your ultimate political outlook.—JOE

DAY 15 Almighty Slept  READ PSALM 121

Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.    PSALM   :

The God of the Bible—the one true God—is stunning in His transcendence. He 
is immeasurably greater than anything else that exists. He is infinite, while we are 
finite. He is omnipotent, while we are impotent. He is all-wise, while even the 
brightest among us can merely grope after the crumbs of knowledge which He 
has allowed to fall to us from His table. The attribute that is commonly referred 
to as His governing quality is His holiness. That’s actually a bit misleading. God 
doesn’t have competing attributes, and holiness doesn’t “govern them.” Holiness is 
actually the composite of all His attributes. Holiness means that God is set apart or 
separated from everything! He is His own category—what my professor Michael 
Barrett used to call “completely other.” He is holy in all His attributes. Unrivaled 
in might. Unrivaled in grace. Unrivaled in love. 
Among the many vivid distinctions that the Bible presents between the holy God 
and lowly humanity is sleep. Sleep is a relentless reminder that we’re not God. 
For an average of six to eight hours per day—that’s approximately one-quarter or 
one-third of our lives!—we’re unconscious. Recharging. Oblivious.
In stark contrast, we learn in Psalm :– that God “will neither slumber nor 
sleep.” He doesn’t nod off. He doesn’t have to recuperate after a day’s work. He 
doesn’t get weary. Indeed, part of Elijah’s mockery of the prophets of Baal was this 
barb: “Perhaps [your god] is asleep and must be awakened” ( Kings :). The 
point? A true God doesn’t sleep. He doesn’t feel pain, doesn’t sweat, doesn’t learn, 
doesn’t grow, doesn’t bleed, and certainly doesn’t die.
Then came the incarnation. According to Isaiah :–, “the Mighty God” was 
to become a “child.” According to Micah :, the One “from ancient days” was 
to have a birthplace. According to John :, the eternal and divine Word Who 
created all things “became flesh and dwelt among us.”
So, we read in the four Gospels that Jesus slept. Jesus hungered and thirsted. Jesus 
wept. Jesus sweat. Jesus bled. And, mystery of mysteries, Jesus died.
Marvel at the incarnation. Worship the Almighty God—Who slept!

Almighty slept—What irony!
Be awed by Christ’s humanity.
In cattle stall then violent storm
Almighty slept, first young, then worn.
Almighty slept—Who slumbers not!—
And God as man salvation brought.

The Maker sweat—A mystery!
Be touched by His humility.
By toil fatigued and sin oppressed,
The Maker sweat that we may rest.
The Maker sweat great drops of red
To ponder death in sinners’ stead.

The Sov’reign wept—Such empathy! 
Be moved by mourning majesty.
As once He grieved at Laz’rus’ tomb,
The Sov’reign wept with death-like gloom.
The Sov’reign wept in garden still,
Yet bowed before His Father’s will.

The Savior bled—Oh travesty!
Be pierced by Jesus’ agony. 
As Satan raged and sinners scorned
The Savior bled—despised, forlorn.
The Savior bled for sin perverse
To vanquish sin and end the curse.

Let the gospel’s message of God taking on frail human flesh astound you.—CHRIS



DAY 16 Political Optimism READ PSALM 72:1–17

May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him!    PSALM   :

The birth of Jesus was a political event, and celebrating His birth should affect our 
political outlook. What comes to your mind when you hear the word politics? I’d 
guess that most of us don’t respond very positively. We tend to think of politics as 
hopelessly controversial and of politicians as disingenuous schmoozers. Therefore, 
many Christians try to ignore politics, while others seem to unhealthily feed on 
the frustrations produced by daily intake of political controversies and exposés. 
If we’re going to think rightly about politics, we must begin by acknowledging 
that God created politics. Politics—or things pertaining to citizenship such 
as land, law, and leaders—was invented by God, not people. At creation God 
Himself gave Adam land to protect, law to enforce, and leadership with which 
to accomplish it. Yet, because Adam failed miserably in his civic duties, politics 
have been horribly corrupted by selfish people ever since, just like everything else 
in God’s originally good creation. 
Psalm  is a political psalm, written by a king about a king. It proves beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that, despite all his faults, King Solomon was truly wise. He 
was a monumental theologian. What he sings in verse  proves that he held the 
key that unlocked the whole Old Testament. In that simple, beautiful sentence, 
Solomon reveals that he understood that the two greatest promises that God 
had made—the first to Abraham in Genesis :– and the second to David in 
 Samuel :–—were basically one promise. A thousand years before Jesus 
came to earth, Solomon understood that Abraham’s promised Descendant and 
David’s promised Descendant were one and the same Individual.
In Psalm  Solomon melodically prays for the coming Abrahamic-Davidic King 
through Whom God would redeem and bless the world. Solomon begs God to 
send this King Who would reign righteously, eternally, internationally, compas-
sionately, and admirably (vv. –, –, –, –, and –, respectively). 
We who have trusted Jesus know that these five descriptions perfectly fit Him. 
Jesus alone is righteous, and by His death and resurrection He “crushed the 
oppressor” (v. ). Jesus can reign eternally because He alone can claim, “I am the 
first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore” 
(Revelation :). Jesus will return to earth and “reign forever and ever” as the 
international Monarch, the “King of kings” (Revelation :; :). We also 
know that King Jesus personally cares for our precious lives (v. ). In fact, 
our King so values our blood that He spilled His own blood for us. Jesus had 
such piteous compassion on the desperately needy—those who couldn’t save 
themselves—that He chose to redeem our lives with His own precious blood! 
So we will forever admire Him (Revelation :–). You see, King Solomon is 
longing for King Jesus! 
You should regularly sing Psalm . (Christians who sing “Jesus Shall Reign,” 
Isaac Watts’ version of Psalm , sing this psalm, often without realizing it.) 
Singing this psalm will reorient you politically. It will continually remind you 
that, as Chuck Colson famously put it, “the kingdom of God does not arrive on 
Air Force One.” And if we regularly sing Psalm , we will be praying like Jesus 
commanded us: “Your kingdom come!” 
Let the gospel shape your ultimate political outlook.—JOE

DAY 15 Almighty Slept  READ PSALM 121

Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.    PSALM   :

The God of the Bible—the one true God—is stunning in His transcendence. He 
is immeasurably greater than anything else that exists. He is infinite, while we are 
finite. He is omnipotent, while we are impotent. He is all-wise, while even the 
brightest among us can merely grope after the crumbs of knowledge which He 
has allowed to fall to us from His table. The attribute that is commonly referred 
to as His governing quality is His holiness. That’s actually a bit misleading. God 
doesn’t have competing attributes, and holiness doesn’t “govern them.” Holiness is 
actually the composite of all His attributes. Holiness means that God is set apart or 
separated from everything! He is His own category—what my professor Michael 
Barrett used to call “completely other.” He is holy in all His attributes. Unrivaled 
in might. Unrivaled in grace. Unrivaled in love. 
Among the many vivid distinctions that the Bible presents between the holy God 
and lowly humanity is sleep. Sleep is a relentless reminder that we’re not God. 
For an average of six to eight hours per day—that’s approximately one-quarter or 
one-third of our lives!—we’re unconscious. Recharging. Oblivious.
In stark contrast, we learn in Psalm :– that God “will neither slumber nor 
sleep.” He doesn’t nod off. He doesn’t have to recuperate after a day’s work. He 
doesn’t get weary. Indeed, part of Elijah’s mockery of the prophets of Baal was this 
barb: “Perhaps [your god] is asleep and must be awakened” ( Kings :). The 
point? A true God doesn’t sleep. He doesn’t feel pain, doesn’t sweat, doesn’t learn, 
doesn’t grow, doesn’t bleed, and certainly doesn’t die.
Then came the incarnation. According to Isaiah :–, “the Mighty God” was 
to become a “child.” According to Micah :, the One “from ancient days” was 
to have a birthplace. According to John :, the eternal and divine Word Who 
created all things “became flesh and dwelt among us.”
So, we read in the four Gospels that Jesus slept. Jesus hungered and thirsted. Jesus 
wept. Jesus sweat. Jesus bled. And, mystery of mysteries, Jesus died.
Marvel at the incarnation. Worship the Almighty God—Who slept!

Almighty slept—What irony!
Be awed by Christ’s humanity.
In cattle stall then violent storm
Almighty slept, first young, then worn.
Almighty slept—Who slumbers not!—
And God as man salvation brought.

The Maker sweat—A mystery!
Be touched by His humility.
By toil fatigued and sin oppressed,
The Maker sweat that we may rest.
The Maker sweat great drops of red
To ponder death in sinners’ stead.

The Sov’reign wept—Such empathy! 
Be moved by mourning majesty.
As once He grieved at Laz’rus’ tomb,
The Sov’reign wept with death-like gloom.
The Sov’reign wept in garden still,
Yet bowed before His Father’s will.

The Savior bled—Oh travesty!
Be pierced by Jesus’ agony. 
As Satan raged and sinners scorned
The Savior bled—despised, forlorn.
The Savior bled for sin perverse
To vanquish sin and end the curse.

Let the gospel’s message of God taking on frail human flesh astound you.—CHRIS

DAY 18 The Only Right Reaction READ MAT THEW 2:1–12

Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we . . . have come to worship him.
MATTHEW   :

We all react to Jesus in one of two ways. We either reject Him or worship Him. 
These were the two ways people reacted to Jesus at His birth and throughout His 
life. They’re still the two ways people react to Him today. 
Don’t reject Jesus. Matthew’s account shows Herod, the religious leaders, and all 
of Jerusalem rejecting Jesus. Herod rejects Him out of selfish jealousy—he doesn’t 
want to give up the throne. The religious leaders, in a sadly ironic way, seem to 
ignore Jesus out of religious complacency. And the whole city of Jerusalem seems to 
reject Jesus out of fear—fear of the personal repercussions if they joined the wise 
men to worship the King. In other words, those who reject Jesus don’t always 
reject Him for the same reasons or with the same degree of antipathy, but every 
human enters the world rejecting the authority of King Jesus. What bothers us 
about Jesus is that He wants to control us—He wants to rule our lives and govern 
our thoughts and speech and attitudes and sexuality and relationships. We all, 
like C. S. Lewis, view Him as “the Interferer.” We may be like Herod and reject 
Jesus’ authority because we don’t want to give up the throne that we think we’re 
sitting on. We may be like the self-righteous scribes who think of ourselves as so 
good and so full of Bible knowledge that we don’t need a Savior. (Growing up in 
church can be so dangerous!) Or we may be controlled by fear like the citizens of 
Jerusalem—afraid that, if we choose to side with Jesus, we might be kissing our 
present security and comfort goodbye. No matter what the underlying reason 
for our rejection of Jesus—whether it’s a jealous autonomy, a self-righteousness 
that thinks we’re okay without Him, or a fear of the repercussions if we accept 
Him—there’s one major problem with rejecting Him: the fact that Jesus the 
King was born! You can reject Jesus’ authority now, but eventually you’ll have to 
deal with Reality.
Worship Jesus. The only right reaction to Jesus is to bow before Him—to submit 
your life to Him. Matthew pictures this right response in the homage of the wise 
men. That these guys worship Jesus is ironic to the point of being humorous. They’re 
Gentiles, they’re probably from Babylon, they’re possibly pagan astrologers, they 
know who the Jews are, but they don’t know the Old Testament prophecies, and 
they’re clueless when it comes to understanding the last four decades of politics in 
Jerusalem. They’re dubbed “wise men,” even though they’re remarkably ignorant. 
But they get right the one thing that matters: They worship King Jesus (vv. ,
). By God’s wooing, they search long and hard for the King, and by God’s 
providence they finally find Him. When they find Him, they bow before Him 
and generously give their wealth to honor Him. They submit themselves to Him. 
That’s the right response for everyone. The only appropriate way to react to King 
Jesus—at His birth or ever since—is to worship Him.
If you respond to King Jesus with rejection, you’re foolish—no matter how 
powerful you are, no matter how educated you are, and no matter how comfortable 
your life may be. The good news for you is that Jesus was born to be your Ruler.  
He died to rescue you from your rebellion. He died so that you could be forgiven 
of your rejection of Him. If you’ve never submitted your life to Jesus, do so now. 
If you have, worship Him again today. Bow before Him again, and commit all 
you are and have to His sovereign disposal. 
Let the gospel lead you to worship Jesus with all you are and all you have.—JOE

DAY 17 Mary, Joseph, & Scandal READ 1 PETER 2:9–25

We were not born of sexual immorality.    JOHN   :

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”
What a ridiculous statement! Words are devastating—often significantly more 
painful than bruises! Scripture tells us that Christ was “despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah :). We know He 
was mocked at His trials and crucifixion by a cornucopia of critics that included 
the Sanhedrin, the high priest, Roman soldiers, crucified thieves, and bystanders. 
But jeers were part of Jesus’ entire life, not just His last days. And jeers were part 
of the lives of Mary and Joseph as well.
John : records an especially nasty swipe at Jesus’ family. In the middle of a 
heated theological argument, the supposed spiritual leaders of the Jews dove into 
the gutter to revive a suggestive and snide rumor about Jesus. “We were not born 
of sexual immorality,” they sneered. Jesus is over thirty years old, and He’s still 
hearing crude comments about His parents.
This was Mary’s lifelong burden. She had “found favor with God” (Luke :); 
she had been noted by heaven for her exemplary character. Sinless? No. But 
certainly not promiscuous. She was shocked by her pregnancy since she was a 
virgin (:). Gabriel explained that she was with child because of the Holy Spirit 
(:). In her Scripture-filled song of praise, “The Magnificat,” she said, “From 
now on all generations will call me blessed” (:). All have—except her own.
Even Joseph, a respectable and merciful man, assumed Mary had been impure. 
What else could he think! She surely must have told him the message she had 
heard from Gabriel, but he was unconvinced until he himself was told by an 
angel of the miraculous conception (Matthew :). He had been afraid to wed 
Mary and had determined to give her as quiet and dignified a divorce as possible 
(:). But God sent him an angelic messenger, and he finally came to Mary’s 
side—perhaps with some justified apologies for his doubts.
But who else would have believed her? Who would have believed him? Their 
parents, their friends, their neighbors—none of them received an angelic message! 
It was assumed that Mary and Joseph had a sin-induced pregnancy followed by 
a shotgun wedding. Those are hard things to live down in 21st-century America. 
Imagine 1st-century Israel! Some must have avoided Mary and Joseph. Others no 
doubt whispered. But the worst derided them. For decades. 
Hebrews : tells us that Jesus sympathizes with every trial we endure. No 
one was ever slandered more unjustly or cruelly than our Savior. When you are 
misrepresented, or derided, or slandered, Jesus understands. He has experienced 
it. And He shows us that it’s possible to survive stick-like and stone-like words 
with grace: “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, 
he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” 
( Peter :). May God give us the grace to do the same.

Man of Sorrows, You were scorned—
Mocked as though impurely born;
Taunted as the sinner’s Friend,
Yet You stood for the condemned;
Man of Sorrows, You were scorned.

Let the gospel embolden you to handle slander and criticism like your Savior.—
CHRIS



DAY 16 Political Optimism READ PSALM 72:1–17

May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him!    PSALM   :

The birth of Jesus was a political event, and celebrating His birth should affect our 
political outlook. What comes to your mind when you hear the word politics? I’d 
guess that most of us don’t respond very positively. We tend to think of politics as 
hopelessly controversial and of politicians as disingenuous schmoozers. Therefore, 
many Christians try to ignore politics, while others seem to unhealthily feed on 
the frustrations produced by daily intake of political controversies and exposés. 
If we’re going to think rightly about politics, we must begin by acknowledging 
that God created politics. Politics—or things pertaining to citizenship such 
as land, law, and leaders—was invented by God, not people. At creation God 
Himself gave Adam land to protect, law to enforce, and leadership with which 
to accomplish it. Yet, because Adam failed miserably in his civic duties, politics 
have been horribly corrupted by selfish people ever since, just like everything else 
in God’s originally good creation. 
Psalm  is a political psalm, written by a king about a king. It proves beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that, despite all his faults, King Solomon was truly wise. He 
was a monumental theologian. What he sings in verse  proves that he held the 
key that unlocked the whole Old Testament. In that simple, beautiful sentence, 
Solomon reveals that he understood that the two greatest promises that God 
had made—the first to Abraham in Genesis :– and the second to David in 
 Samuel :–—were basically one promise. A thousand years before Jesus 
came to earth, Solomon understood that Abraham’s promised Descendant and 
David’s promised Descendant were one and the same Individual.
In Psalm  Solomon melodically prays for the coming Abrahamic-Davidic King 
through Whom God would redeem and bless the world. Solomon begs God to 
send this King Who would reign righteously, eternally, internationally, compas-
sionately, and admirably (vv. –, –, –, –, and –, respectively). 
We who have trusted Jesus know that these five descriptions perfectly fit Him. 
Jesus alone is righteous, and by His death and resurrection He “crushed the 
oppressor” (v. ). Jesus can reign eternally because He alone can claim, “I am the 
first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore” 
(Revelation :). Jesus will return to earth and “reign forever and ever” as the 
international Monarch, the “King of kings” (Revelation :; :). We also 
know that King Jesus personally cares for our precious lives (v. ). In fact, 
our King so values our blood that He spilled His own blood for us. Jesus had 
such piteous compassion on the desperately needy—those who couldn’t save 
themselves—that He chose to redeem our lives with His own precious blood! 
So we will forever admire Him (Revelation :–). You see, King Solomon is 
longing for King Jesus! 
You should regularly sing Psalm . (Christians who sing “Jesus Shall Reign,” 
Isaac Watts’ version of Psalm , sing this psalm, often without realizing it.) 
Singing this psalm will reorient you politically. It will continually remind you 
that, as Chuck Colson famously put it, “the kingdom of God does not arrive on 
Air Force One.” And if we regularly sing Psalm , we will be praying like Jesus 
commanded us: “Your kingdom come!” 
Let the gospel shape your ultimate political outlook.—JOE

DAY 15 Almighty Slept  READ PSALM 121

Behold, he who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep.    PSALM   :

The God of the Bible—the one true God—is stunning in His transcendence. He 
is immeasurably greater than anything else that exists. He is infinite, while we are 
finite. He is omnipotent, while we are impotent. He is all-wise, while even the 
brightest among us can merely grope after the crumbs of knowledge which He 
has allowed to fall to us from His table. The attribute that is commonly referred 
to as His governing quality is His holiness. That’s actually a bit misleading. God 
doesn’t have competing attributes, and holiness doesn’t “govern them.” Holiness is 
actually the composite of all His attributes. Holiness means that God is set apart or 
separated from everything! He is His own category—what my professor Michael 
Barrett used to call “completely other.” He is holy in all His attributes. Unrivaled 
in might. Unrivaled in grace. Unrivaled in love. 
Among the many vivid distinctions that the Bible presents between the holy God 
and lowly humanity is sleep. Sleep is a relentless reminder that we’re not God. 
For an average of six to eight hours per day—that’s approximately one-quarter or 
one-third of our lives!—we’re unconscious. Recharging. Oblivious.
In stark contrast, we learn in Psalm :– that God “will neither slumber nor 
sleep.” He doesn’t nod off. He doesn’t have to recuperate after a day’s work. He 
doesn’t get weary. Indeed, part of Elijah’s mockery of the prophets of Baal was this 
barb: “Perhaps [your god] is asleep and must be awakened” ( Kings :). The 
point? A true God doesn’t sleep. He doesn’t feel pain, doesn’t sweat, doesn’t learn, 
doesn’t grow, doesn’t bleed, and certainly doesn’t die.
Then came the incarnation. According to Isaiah :–, “the Mighty God” was 
to become a “child.” According to Micah :, the One “from ancient days” was 
to have a birthplace. According to John :, the eternal and divine Word Who 
created all things “became flesh and dwelt among us.”
So, we read in the four Gospels that Jesus slept. Jesus hungered and thirsted. Jesus 
wept. Jesus sweat. Jesus bled. And, mystery of mysteries, Jesus died.
Marvel at the incarnation. Worship the Almighty God—Who slept!

Almighty slept—What irony!
Be awed by Christ’s humanity.
In cattle stall then violent storm
Almighty slept, first young, then worn.
Almighty slept—Who slumbers not!—
And God as man salvation brought.

The Maker sweat—A mystery!
Be touched by His humility.
By toil fatigued and sin oppressed,
The Maker sweat that we may rest.
The Maker sweat great drops of red
To ponder death in sinners’ stead.

The Sov’reign wept—Such empathy! 
Be moved by mourning majesty.
As once He grieved at Laz’rus’ tomb,
The Sov’reign wept with death-like gloom.
The Sov’reign wept in garden still,
Yet bowed before His Father’s will.

The Savior bled—Oh travesty!
Be pierced by Jesus’ agony. 
As Satan raged and sinners scorned
The Savior bled—despised, forlorn.
The Savior bled for sin perverse
To vanquish sin and end the curse.

Let the gospel’s message of God taking on frail human flesh astound you.—CHRIS

DAY 18 The Only Right Reaction READ MAT THEW 2:1–12

Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we . . . have come to worship him.
MATTHEW   :

We all react to Jesus in one of two ways. We either reject Him or worship Him. 
These were the two ways people reacted to Jesus at His birth and throughout His 
life. They’re still the two ways people react to Him today. 
Don’t reject Jesus. Matthew’s account shows Herod, the religious leaders, and all 
of Jerusalem rejecting Jesus. Herod rejects Him out of selfish jealousy—he doesn’t 
want to give up the throne. The religious leaders, in a sadly ironic way, seem to 
ignore Jesus out of religious complacency. And the whole city of Jerusalem seems to 
reject Jesus out of fear—fear of the personal repercussions if they joined the wise 
men to worship the King. In other words, those who reject Jesus don’t always 
reject Him for the same reasons or with the same degree of antipathy, but every 
human enters the world rejecting the authority of King Jesus. What bothers us 
about Jesus is that He wants to control us—He wants to rule our lives and govern 
our thoughts and speech and attitudes and sexuality and relationships. We all, 
like C. S. Lewis, view Him as “the Interferer.” We may be like Herod and reject 
Jesus’ authority because we don’t want to give up the throne that we think we’re 
sitting on. We may be like the self-righteous scribes who think of ourselves as so 
good and so full of Bible knowledge that we don’t need a Savior. (Growing up in 
church can be so dangerous!) Or we may be controlled by fear like the citizens of 
Jerusalem—afraid that, if we choose to side with Jesus, we might be kissing our 
present security and comfort goodbye. No matter what the underlying reason 
for our rejection of Jesus—whether it’s a jealous autonomy, a self-righteousness 
that thinks we’re okay without Him, or a fear of the repercussions if we accept 
Him—there’s one major problem with rejecting Him: the fact that Jesus the 
King was born! You can reject Jesus’ authority now, but eventually you’ll have to 
deal with Reality.
Worship Jesus. The only right reaction to Jesus is to bow before Him—to submit 
your life to Him. Matthew pictures this right response in the homage of the wise 
men. That these guys worship Jesus is ironic to the point of being humorous. They’re 
Gentiles, they’re probably from Babylon, they’re possibly pagan astrologers, they 
know who the Jews are, but they don’t know the Old Testament prophecies, and 
they’re clueless when it comes to understanding the last four decades of politics in 
Jerusalem. They’re dubbed “wise men,” even though they’re remarkably ignorant. 
But they get right the one thing that matters: They worship King Jesus (vv. ,
). By God’s wooing, they search long and hard for the King, and by God’s 
providence they finally find Him. When they find Him, they bow before Him 
and generously give their wealth to honor Him. They submit themselves to Him. 
That’s the right response for everyone. The only appropriate way to react to King 
Jesus—at His birth or ever since—is to worship Him.
If you respond to King Jesus with rejection, you’re foolish—no matter how 
powerful you are, no matter how educated you are, and no matter how comfortable 
your life may be. The good news for you is that Jesus was born to be your Ruler.  
He died to rescue you from your rebellion. He died so that you could be forgiven 
of your rejection of Him. If you’ve never submitted your life to Jesus, do so now. 
If you have, worship Him again today. Bow before Him again, and commit all 
you are and have to His sovereign disposal. 
Let the gospel lead you to worship Jesus with all you are and all you have.—JOE

DAY 17 Mary, Joseph, & Scandal READ 1 PETER 2:9–25

We were not born of sexual immorality.    JOHN   :

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”
What a ridiculous statement! Words are devastating—often significantly more 
painful than bruises! Scripture tells us that Christ was “despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah :). We know He 
was mocked at His trials and crucifixion by a cornucopia of critics that included 
the Sanhedrin, the high priest, Roman soldiers, crucified thieves, and bystanders. 
But jeers were part of Jesus’ entire life, not just His last days. And jeers were part 
of the lives of Mary and Joseph as well.
John : records an especially nasty swipe at Jesus’ family. In the middle of a 
heated theological argument, the supposed spiritual leaders of the Jews dove into 
the gutter to revive a suggestive and snide rumor about Jesus. “We were not born 
of sexual immorality,” they sneered. Jesus is over thirty years old, and He’s still 
hearing crude comments about His parents.
This was Mary’s lifelong burden. She had “found favor with God” (Luke :); 
she had been noted by heaven for her exemplary character. Sinless? No. But 
certainly not promiscuous. She was shocked by her pregnancy since she was a 
virgin (:). Gabriel explained that she was with child because of the Holy Spirit 
(:). In her Scripture-filled song of praise, “The Magnificat,” she said, “From 
now on all generations will call me blessed” (:). All have—except her own.
Even Joseph, a respectable and merciful man, assumed Mary had been impure. 
What else could he think! She surely must have told him the message she had 
heard from Gabriel, but he was unconvinced until he himself was told by an 
angel of the miraculous conception (Matthew :). He had been afraid to wed 
Mary and had determined to give her as quiet and dignified a divorce as possible 
(:). But God sent him an angelic messenger, and he finally came to Mary’s 
side—perhaps with some justified apologies for his doubts.
But who else would have believed her? Who would have believed him? Their 
parents, their friends, their neighbors—none of them received an angelic message! 
It was assumed that Mary and Joseph had a sin-induced pregnancy followed by 
a shotgun wedding. Those are hard things to live down in 21st-century America. 
Imagine 1st-century Israel! Some must have avoided Mary and Joseph. Others no 
doubt whispered. But the worst derided them. For decades. 
Hebrews : tells us that Jesus sympathizes with every trial we endure. No 
one was ever slandered more unjustly or cruelly than our Savior. When you are 
misrepresented, or derided, or slandered, Jesus understands. He has experienced 
it. And He shows us that it’s possible to survive stick-like and stone-like words 
with grace: “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, 
he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” 
( Peter :). May God give us the grace to do the same.

Man of Sorrows, You were scorned—
Mocked as though impurely born;
Taunted as the sinner’s Friend,
Yet You stood for the condemned;
Man of Sorrows, You were scorned.

Let the gospel embolden you to handle slander and criticism like your Savior.—
CHRIS



DAY 18 The Only Right Reaction READ MAT THEW 2:1–12

Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we . . . have come to worship him.
MATTHEW   :

We all react to Jesus in one of two ways. We either reject Him or worship Him. 
These were the two ways people reacted to Jesus at His birth and throughout His 
life. They’re still the two ways people react to Him today. 
Don’t reject Jesus. Matthew’s account shows Herod, the religious leaders, and all 
of Jerusalem rejecting Jesus. Herod rejects Him out of selfish jealousy—he doesn’t 
want to give up the throne. The religious leaders, in a sadly ironic way, seem to 
ignore Jesus out of religious complacency. And the whole city of Jerusalem seems to 
reject Jesus out of fear—fear of the personal repercussions if they joined the wise 
men to worship the King. In other words, those who reject Jesus don’t always 
reject Him for the same reasons or with the same degree of antipathy, but every 
human enters the world rejecting the authority of King Jesus. What bothers us 
about Jesus is that He wants to control us—He wants to rule our lives and govern 
our thoughts and speech and attitudes and sexuality and relationships. We all, 
like C. S. Lewis, view Him as “the Interferer.” We may be like Herod and reject 
Jesus’ authority because we don’t want to give up the throne that we think we’re 
sitting on. We may be like the self-righteous scribes who think of ourselves as so 
good and so full of Bible knowledge that we don’t need a Savior. (Growing up in 
church can be so dangerous!) Or we may be controlled by fear like the citizens of 
Jerusalem—afraid that, if we choose to side with Jesus, we might be kissing our 
present security and comfort goodbye. No matter what the underlying reason 
for our rejection of Jesus—whether it’s a jealous autonomy, a self-righteousness 
that thinks we’re okay without Him, or a fear of the repercussions if we accept 
Him—there’s one major problem with rejecting Him: the fact that Jesus the 
King was born! You can reject Jesus’ authority now, but eventually you’ll have to 
deal with Reality.
Worship Jesus. The only right reaction to Jesus is to bow before Him—to submit 
your life to Him. Matthew pictures this right response in the homage of the wise 
men. That these guys worship Jesus is ironic to the point of being humorous. They’re 
Gentiles, they’re probably from Babylon, they’re possibly pagan astrologers, they 
know who the Jews are, but they don’t know the Old Testament prophecies, and 
they’re clueless when it comes to understanding the last four decades of politics in 
Jerusalem. They’re dubbed “wise men,” even though they’re remarkably ignorant. 
But they get right the one thing that matters: They worship King Jesus (vv. ,
). By God’s wooing, they search long and hard for the King, and by God’s 
providence they finally find Him. When they find Him, they bow before Him 
and generously give their wealth to honor Him. They submit themselves to Him. 
That’s the right response for everyone. The only appropriate way to react to King 
Jesus—at His birth or ever since—is to worship Him.
If you respond to King Jesus with rejection, you’re foolish—no matter how 
powerful you are, no matter how educated you are, and no matter how comfortable 
your life may be. The good news for you is that Jesus was born to be your Ruler.  
He died to rescue you from your rebellion. He died so that you could be forgiven 
of your rejection of Him. If you’ve never submitted your life to Jesus, do so now. 
If you have, worship Him again today. Bow before Him again, and commit all 
you are and have to His sovereign disposal. 
Let the gospel lead you to worship Jesus with all you are and all you have.—JOE

DAY 17 Mary, Joseph, & Scandal READ 1 PETER 2:9–25

We were not born of sexual immorality.    JOHN   :

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”
What a ridiculous statement! Words are devastating—often significantly more 
painful than bruises! Scripture tells us that Christ was “despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah :). We know He 
was mocked at His trials and crucifixion by a cornucopia of critics that included 
the Sanhedrin, the high priest, Roman soldiers, crucified thieves, and bystanders. 
But jeers were part of Jesus’ entire life, not just His last days. And jeers were part 
of the lives of Mary and Joseph as well.
John : records an especially nasty swipe at Jesus’ family. In the middle of a 
heated theological argument, the supposed spiritual leaders of the Jews dove into 
the gutter to revive a suggestive and snide rumor about Jesus. “We were not born 
of sexual immorality,” they sneered. Jesus is over thirty years old, and He’s still 
hearing crude comments about His parents.
This was Mary’s lifelong burden. She had “found favor with God” (Luke :); 
she had been noted by heaven for her exemplary character. Sinless? No. But 
certainly not promiscuous. She was shocked by her pregnancy since she was a 
virgin (:). Gabriel explained that she was with child because of the Holy Spirit 
(:). In her Scripture-filled song of praise, “The Magnificat,” she said, “From 
now on all generations will call me blessed” (:). All have—except her own.
Even Joseph, a respectable and merciful man, assumed Mary had been impure. 
What else could he think! She surely must have told him the message she had 
heard from Gabriel, but he was unconvinced until he himself was told by an 
angel of the miraculous conception (Matthew :). He had been afraid to wed 
Mary and had determined to give her as quiet and dignified a divorce as possible 
(:). But God sent him an angelic messenger, and he finally came to Mary’s 
side—perhaps with some justified apologies for his doubts.
But who else would have believed her? Who would have believed him? Their 
parents, their friends, their neighbors—none of them received an angelic message! 
It was assumed that Mary and Joseph had a sin-induced pregnancy followed by 
a shotgun wedding. Those are hard things to live down in 21st-century America. 
Imagine 1st-century Israel! Some must have avoided Mary and Joseph. Others no 
doubt whispered. But the worst derided them. For decades. 
Hebrews : tells us that Jesus sympathizes with every trial we endure. No 
one was ever slandered more unjustly or cruelly than our Savior. When you are 
misrepresented, or derided, or slandered, Jesus understands. He has experienced 
it. And He shows us that it’s possible to survive stick-like and stone-like words 
with grace: “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, 
he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” 
( Peter :). May God give us the grace to do the same.

Man of Sorrows, You were scorned—
Mocked as though impurely born;
Taunted as the sinner’s Friend,
Yet You stood for the condemned;
Man of Sorrows, You were scorned.

Let the gospel embolden you to handle slander and criticism like your Savior.—
CHRIS

DAY 20 Despised but Indestructible READ MAT THEW 2:13–23

He rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until 
the death of Herod.    MATTHEW   :–

I’m becoming like the Grinch. When I preach at Christmastime I try to 
deemphasize the nostalgia that surrounds Christmas. I don’t want hearts to be 
affected by familiar tunes and lights. Rather I want to preach tough truths that 
stick with us through trials. And the typical Christmas passages (think Isaiah, 
Matthew, and Luke) are precisely that. They’re not soft truths to encourage warm-
hearted people; they’re hard-to-swallow truths for cold and rebellious people. 
The grisly truths we consider today are meant for those living in a violent world, 
not a peaceful one. Yet each of the three historical episodes we examine below 
ends with an Old Testament quotation that fills us with gospel-centered hope.
Although the newborn King was despised, He stayed alive (vv. 13–15). Joseph 
was instructed to take his wife and Son to Egypt where there was a large community 
of Jewish refugees who had fled Herod’s tyranny. This forced evacuation meant 
that our Savior, King Jesus, was at one point a refugee. Matthew records that this 
trip fulfilled a prophecy from Hosea , a passage in which God promised to 
bring His chosen people out of exile just like He had brought them out of Egypt. 
Although Hosea’s words don’t seem to apply to Jesus, Matthew sees in them a 
pattern: Just like God kept His “son” Israel alive in both Egypt and the exile and 
eventually delivered him from both, so God is again keeping His Son Jesus alive 
in Egypt. If God’s Son is alive in Egypt, hope for world redemption is still alive.
Although the infant King knew suffering, He stayed alive (vv. 16–18). After 
Herod discovers that he was not informed of Jesus’ whereabouts, he sent hitmen 
to Bethlehem to kill all the boys two years old and under. So, Jesus narrowly 
escaped murder while dozens of families from His hometown were left to weep 
the rest of their lives. Again, Matthew sees in this event the fulfillment of a pattern. 
He quotes Jeremiah , a passage in which Jeremiah describes the tears shed over 
Israel’s horrific captivity six centuries before Jesus. But Matthew knows the hope 
of Jeremiah :–, too! After all the crying in captivity, God will make a new 
covenant to forgive His people’s sins. Matthew sees the pattern: hope after tears.
Although the boy King grew up in obscurity, He stayed alive (vv. 19–23). After 
returning from Egypt, Jesus’ family relocated to the rural town of Nazareth. This 
third Old Testament “quotation” that Jesus fulfills is by far the most interesting 
because you can’t find it in the Scriptures. Instead, Matthew is summarizing several 
of “the prophets” (v. ) who anticipated that Jesus would be the Branch. (In Isaiah 
: the Hebrew term for branch is netser, rhymning with the first two syllables of 
Nazareth.) Jesus’ hometown fits the anticipated pattern that God’s Savior would 
grow up like an insignificant twig (Isaiah :). But Matthew’s point is that the 
Branch has sprouted, and if He’s alive, hope for a sin-cursed world is, too. 
Some who read this devotional may be literal refugees—you’ve had to flee your 
homeland because of persecution. If that’s you, you can better relate to the first 
Christmas than those of us who have always had a house to decorate with lights. 
If this Christmas finds you grieving over tragic loss that you’ve recently endured, 
reflect on the sound of crying that was heard after Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. And 
if this Christmas finds you in obscurity, you can better relate to the true Christ. 
Your hope isn’t gauged by your present circumstances but by your relationship 
with the indestructible King. As long as He is alive, your hope is alive.
Let the profound historical patterns that the gospel fulfilled fuel your hope.—JOE

DAY 19 Old Testament Promises READ LUKE 24:13–49

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.    LUKE   :

John : is one of the saddest verses in the Bible. I have a musical version in 
which it is sung with a mournful, almost wailing tone: “He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not” (KJV). Our kneejerk response is to condemn the 
Jews for rejecting their Messiah. Justly so. But we might approach the issue with 
a bit more empathy. Throughout the Old Testament, God’s people were warned 
against idolatry. The first two of the Ten Commandments forbade false gods 
and images. The Shema insisted that there is but one God (Deuteronomy :).
In fact, idolatry was the primary sin that ultimately led to the Jews’ expulsion 
from the Promised Land. The Jews learned their lesson from the exile. They 
would struggle with legalism and hypocrisy, but they would never again go 
after false gods.
So imagine their offense—their utter indignation—when a bearded, sandaled, 
seemingly normal man claimed to be the eternal Son of God! How would you 
expect them to feel? How would you feel if a man walked into your church 
and said he was God? Yet, they should have known better, not only because of 
proofs throughout Jesus’ ministry, but because the Old Testament predicted 
that God would become a man to redeem sinners. They missed the predictions 
of His coming and therefore missed Him (John :). Here are three of the 
prominent promises they missed.
First, don’t miss Psalm 2:7 like they did. Psalm  describes the rebellion of 
earthly kings against Jehovah. God famously laughs at them and promises His 
just wrath. But the Psalm also includes repeated references to the Messiah. In 
verse  He is called Jehovah’s Anointed (the Hebrew term anointed is literally 
messiah), and He is treated as Jehovah’s equal. In verse  He is called Jehovah’s 
King, the One He will appoint to rule from Zion. The Psalm crescendos to 
verses –, where He is called Jehovah’s Son. New Testament writers use this 
passage as proof that, as amazing as it may sound to Jewish ears, God has a Son
(Acts :; Hebrews :; :)!
Second, don’t miss Psalm 110:1 like they did. Like Psalm , Psalm  predicts 
the coming of a reigning, judging Messiah. And like Psalm , Psalm  says 
that this Savior would be both human and divine. It says the Messiah would 
be seated at Jehovah’s right hand until Jehovah would make His enemies His 
footstool. Most significantly, as Jesus Himself explained in Matthew :–
, David called this promised Deliverer “my Lord,” proving the Messiah’s 
eternality and deity.
Third, don’t miss Daniel 7:13–14 like they did. Daniel precisely predicted the 
rise and fall of four world empires—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
He also predicted the coming rule of the Messiah, Who would be established 
by God Himself as the world’s Ruler. This promised King is called “the Son of 
Man” (Jesus’ favorite self-designation in the Gospels, most notably in Matthew 
:). The name highlights the Messiah’s humanity. But make no mistake. The 
Son of Man is also the Son of God, as Daniel’s text makes clear!
God’s Messiah would be human. And divine. Just like the Old Testament said!
Let the Old Testament’s gospel predictions embolden you to worship Jesus, the 
Son of God and the Son of Man.—CHRIS



DAY 18 The Only Right Reaction READ MAT THEW 2:1–12

Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we . . . have come to worship him.
MATTHEW   :

We all react to Jesus in one of two ways. We either reject Him or worship Him. 
These were the two ways people reacted to Jesus at His birth and throughout His 
life. They’re still the two ways people react to Him today. 
Don’t reject Jesus. Matthew’s account shows Herod, the religious leaders, and all 
of Jerusalem rejecting Jesus. Herod rejects Him out of selfish jealousy—he doesn’t 
want to give up the throne. The religious leaders, in a sadly ironic way, seem to 
ignore Jesus out of religious complacency. And the whole city of Jerusalem seems to 
reject Jesus out of fear—fear of the personal repercussions if they joined the wise 
men to worship the King. In other words, those who reject Jesus don’t always 
reject Him for the same reasons or with the same degree of antipathy, but every 
human enters the world rejecting the authority of King Jesus. What bothers us 
about Jesus is that He wants to control us—He wants to rule our lives and govern 
our thoughts and speech and attitudes and sexuality and relationships. We all, 
like C. S. Lewis, view Him as “the Interferer.” We may be like Herod and reject 
Jesus’ authority because we don’t want to give up the throne that we think we’re 
sitting on. We may be like the self-righteous scribes who think of ourselves as so 
good and so full of Bible knowledge that we don’t need a Savior. (Growing up in 
church can be so dangerous!) Or we may be controlled by fear like the citizens of 
Jerusalem—afraid that, if we choose to side with Jesus, we might be kissing our 
present security and comfort goodbye. No matter what the underlying reason 
for our rejection of Jesus—whether it’s a jealous autonomy, a self-righteousness 
that thinks we’re okay without Him, or a fear of the repercussions if we accept 
Him—there’s one major problem with rejecting Him: the fact that Jesus the 
King was born! You can reject Jesus’ authority now, but eventually you’ll have to 
deal with Reality.
Worship Jesus. The only right reaction to Jesus is to bow before Him—to submit 
your life to Him. Matthew pictures this right response in the homage of the wise 
men. That these guys worship Jesus is ironic to the point of being humorous. They’re 
Gentiles, they’re probably from Babylon, they’re possibly pagan astrologers, they 
know who the Jews are, but they don’t know the Old Testament prophecies, and 
they’re clueless when it comes to understanding the last four decades of politics in 
Jerusalem. They’re dubbed “wise men,” even though they’re remarkably ignorant. 
But they get right the one thing that matters: They worship King Jesus (vv. ,
). By God’s wooing, they search long and hard for the King, and by God’s 
providence they finally find Him. When they find Him, they bow before Him 
and generously give their wealth to honor Him. They submit themselves to Him. 
That’s the right response for everyone. The only appropriate way to react to King 
Jesus—at His birth or ever since—is to worship Him.
If you respond to King Jesus with rejection, you’re foolish—no matter how 
powerful you are, no matter how educated you are, and no matter how comfortable 
your life may be. The good news for you is that Jesus was born to be your Ruler.  
He died to rescue you from your rebellion. He died so that you could be forgiven 
of your rejection of Him. If you’ve never submitted your life to Jesus, do so now. 
If you have, worship Him again today. Bow before Him again, and commit all 
you are and have to His sovereign disposal. 
Let the gospel lead you to worship Jesus with all you are and all you have.—JOE

DAY 17 Mary, Joseph, & Scandal READ 1 PETER 2:9–25

We were not born of sexual immorality.    JOHN   :

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me.”
What a ridiculous statement! Words are devastating—often significantly more 
painful than bruises! Scripture tells us that Christ was “despised and rejected by 
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief ” (Isaiah :). We know He 
was mocked at His trials and crucifixion by a cornucopia of critics that included 
the Sanhedrin, the high priest, Roman soldiers, crucified thieves, and bystanders. 
But jeers were part of Jesus’ entire life, not just His last days. And jeers were part 
of the lives of Mary and Joseph as well.
John : records an especially nasty swipe at Jesus’ family. In the middle of a 
heated theological argument, the supposed spiritual leaders of the Jews dove into 
the gutter to revive a suggestive and snide rumor about Jesus. “We were not born 
of sexual immorality,” they sneered. Jesus is over thirty years old, and He’s still 
hearing crude comments about His parents.
This was Mary’s lifelong burden. She had “found favor with God” (Luke :); 
she had been noted by heaven for her exemplary character. Sinless? No. But 
certainly not promiscuous. She was shocked by her pregnancy since she was a 
virgin (:). Gabriel explained that she was with child because of the Holy Spirit 
(:). In her Scripture-filled song of praise, “The Magnificat,” she said, “From 
now on all generations will call me blessed” (:). All have—except her own.
Even Joseph, a respectable and merciful man, assumed Mary had been impure. 
What else could he think! She surely must have told him the message she had 
heard from Gabriel, but he was unconvinced until he himself was told by an 
angel of the miraculous conception (Matthew :). He had been afraid to wed 
Mary and had determined to give her as quiet and dignified a divorce as possible 
(:). But God sent him an angelic messenger, and he finally came to Mary’s 
side—perhaps with some justified apologies for his doubts.
But who else would have believed her? Who would have believed him? Their 
parents, their friends, their neighbors—none of them received an angelic message! 
It was assumed that Mary and Joseph had a sin-induced pregnancy followed by 
a shotgun wedding. Those are hard things to live down in 21st-century America. 
Imagine 1st-century Israel! Some must have avoided Mary and Joseph. Others no 
doubt whispered. But the worst derided them. For decades. 
Hebrews : tells us that Jesus sympathizes with every trial we endure. No 
one was ever slandered more unjustly or cruelly than our Savior. When you are 
misrepresented, or derided, or slandered, Jesus understands. He has experienced 
it. And He shows us that it’s possible to survive stick-like and stone-like words 
with grace: “When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, 
he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” 
( Peter :). May God give us the grace to do the same.

Man of Sorrows, You were scorned—
Mocked as though impurely born;
Taunted as the sinner’s Friend,
Yet You stood for the condemned;
Man of Sorrows, You were scorned.

Let the gospel embolden you to handle slander and criticism like your Savior.—
CHRIS

DAY 20 Despised but Indestructible READ MAT THEW 2:13–23

He rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until 
the death of Herod.    MATTHEW   :–

I’m becoming like the Grinch. When I preach at Christmastime I try to 
deemphasize the nostalgia that surrounds Christmas. I don’t want hearts to be 
affected by familiar tunes and lights. Rather I want to preach tough truths that 
stick with us through trials. And the typical Christmas passages (think Isaiah, 
Matthew, and Luke) are precisely that. They’re not soft truths to encourage warm-
hearted people; they’re hard-to-swallow truths for cold and rebellious people. 
The grisly truths we consider today are meant for those living in a violent world, 
not a peaceful one. Yet each of the three historical episodes we examine below 
ends with an Old Testament quotation that fills us with gospel-centered hope.
Although the newborn King was despised, He stayed alive (vv. 13–15). Joseph 
was instructed to take his wife and Son to Egypt where there was a large community 
of Jewish refugees who had fled Herod’s tyranny. This forced evacuation meant 
that our Savior, King Jesus, was at one point a refugee. Matthew records that this 
trip fulfilled a prophecy from Hosea , a passage in which God promised to 
bring His chosen people out of exile just like He had brought them out of Egypt. 
Although Hosea’s words don’t seem to apply to Jesus, Matthew sees in them a 
pattern: Just like God kept His “son” Israel alive in both Egypt and the exile and 
eventually delivered him from both, so God is again keeping His Son Jesus alive 
in Egypt. If God’s Son is alive in Egypt, hope for world redemption is still alive.
Although the infant King knew suffering, He stayed alive (vv. 16–18). After 
Herod discovers that he was not informed of Jesus’ whereabouts, he sent hitmen 
to Bethlehem to kill all the boys two years old and under. So, Jesus narrowly 
escaped murder while dozens of families from His hometown were left to weep 
the rest of their lives. Again, Matthew sees in this event the fulfillment of a pattern. 
He quotes Jeremiah , a passage in which Jeremiah describes the tears shed over 
Israel’s horrific captivity six centuries before Jesus. But Matthew knows the hope 
of Jeremiah :–, too! After all the crying in captivity, God will make a new 
covenant to forgive His people’s sins. Matthew sees the pattern: hope after tears.
Although the boy King grew up in obscurity, He stayed alive (vv. 19–23). After 
returning from Egypt, Jesus’ family relocated to the rural town of Nazareth. This 
third Old Testament “quotation” that Jesus fulfills is by far the most interesting 
because you can’t find it in the Scriptures. Instead, Matthew is summarizing several 
of “the prophets” (v. ) who anticipated that Jesus would be the Branch. (In Isaiah 
: the Hebrew term for branch is netser, rhymning with the first two syllables of 
Nazareth.) Jesus’ hometown fits the anticipated pattern that God’s Savior would 
grow up like an insignificant twig (Isaiah :). But Matthew’s point is that the 
Branch has sprouted, and if He’s alive, hope for a sin-cursed world is, too. 
Some who read this devotional may be literal refugees—you’ve had to flee your 
homeland because of persecution. If that’s you, you can better relate to the first 
Christmas than those of us who have always had a house to decorate with lights. 
If this Christmas finds you grieving over tragic loss that you’ve recently endured, 
reflect on the sound of crying that was heard after Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. And 
if this Christmas finds you in obscurity, you can better relate to the true Christ. 
Your hope isn’t gauged by your present circumstances but by your relationship 
with the indestructible King. As long as He is alive, your hope is alive.
Let the profound historical patterns that the gospel fulfilled fuel your hope.—JOE

DAY 19 Old Testament Promises READ LUKE 24:13–49

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.    LUKE   :

John : is one of the saddest verses in the Bible. I have a musical version in 
which it is sung with a mournful, almost wailing tone: “He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not” (KJV). Our kneejerk response is to condemn the 
Jews for rejecting their Messiah. Justly so. But we might approach the issue with 
a bit more empathy. Throughout the Old Testament, God’s people were warned 
against idolatry. The first two of the Ten Commandments forbade false gods 
and images. The Shema insisted that there is but one God (Deuteronomy :).
In fact, idolatry was the primary sin that ultimately led to the Jews’ expulsion 
from the Promised Land. The Jews learned their lesson from the exile. They 
would struggle with legalism and hypocrisy, but they would never again go 
after false gods.
So imagine their offense—their utter indignation—when a bearded, sandaled, 
seemingly normal man claimed to be the eternal Son of God! How would you 
expect them to feel? How would you feel if a man walked into your church 
and said he was God? Yet, they should have known better, not only because of 
proofs throughout Jesus’ ministry, but because the Old Testament predicted 
that God would become a man to redeem sinners. They missed the predictions 
of His coming and therefore missed Him (John :). Here are three of the 
prominent promises they missed.
First, don’t miss Psalm 2:7 like they did. Psalm  describes the rebellion of 
earthly kings against Jehovah. God famously laughs at them and promises His 
just wrath. But the Psalm also includes repeated references to the Messiah. In 
verse  He is called Jehovah’s Anointed (the Hebrew term anointed is literally 
messiah), and He is treated as Jehovah’s equal. In verse  He is called Jehovah’s 
King, the One He will appoint to rule from Zion. The Psalm crescendos to 
verses –, where He is called Jehovah’s Son. New Testament writers use this 
passage as proof that, as amazing as it may sound to Jewish ears, God has a Son
(Acts :; Hebrews :; :)!
Second, don’t miss Psalm 110:1 like they did. Like Psalm , Psalm  predicts 
the coming of a reigning, judging Messiah. And like Psalm , Psalm  says 
that this Savior would be both human and divine. It says the Messiah would 
be seated at Jehovah’s right hand until Jehovah would make His enemies His 
footstool. Most significantly, as Jesus Himself explained in Matthew :–
, David called this promised Deliverer “my Lord,” proving the Messiah’s 
eternality and deity.
Third, don’t miss Daniel 7:13–14 like they did. Daniel precisely predicted the 
rise and fall of four world empires—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
He also predicted the coming rule of the Messiah, Who would be established 
by God Himself as the world’s Ruler. This promised King is called “the Son of 
Man” (Jesus’ favorite self-designation in the Gospels, most notably in Matthew 
:). The name highlights the Messiah’s humanity. But make no mistake. The 
Son of Man is also the Son of God, as Daniel’s text makes clear!
God’s Messiah would be human. And divine. Just like the Old Testament said!
Let the Old Testament’s gospel predictions embolden you to worship Jesus, the 
Son of God and the Son of Man.—CHRIS



DAY 20 Despised but Indestructible READ MAT THEW 2:13–23

He rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until 
the death of Herod.    MATTHEW   :–

I’m becoming like the Grinch. When I preach at Christmastime I try to 
deemphasize the nostalgia that surrounds Christmas. I don’t want hearts to be 
affected by familiar tunes and lights. Rather I want to preach tough truths that 
stick with us through trials. And the typical Christmas passages (think Isaiah, 
Matthew, and Luke) are precisely that. They’re not soft truths to encourage warm-
hearted people; they’re hard-to-swallow truths for cold and rebellious people. 
The grisly truths we consider today are meant for those living in a violent world, 
not a peaceful one. Yet each of the three historical episodes we examine below 
ends with an Old Testament quotation that fills us with gospel-centered hope.
Although the newborn King was despised, He stayed alive (vv. 13–15). Joseph 
was instructed to take his wife and Son to Egypt where there was a large community 
of Jewish refugees who had fled Herod’s tyranny. This forced evacuation meant 
that our Savior, King Jesus, was at one point a refugee. Matthew records that this 
trip fulfilled a prophecy from Hosea , a passage in which God promised to 
bring His chosen people out of exile just like He had brought them out of Egypt. 
Although Hosea’s words don’t seem to apply to Jesus, Matthew sees in them a 
pattern: Just like God kept His “son” Israel alive in both Egypt and the exile and 
eventually delivered him from both, so God is again keeping His Son Jesus alive 
in Egypt. If God’s Son is alive in Egypt, hope for world redemption is still alive.
Although the infant King knew suffering, He stayed alive (vv. 16–18). After 
Herod discovers that he was not informed of Jesus’ whereabouts, he sent hitmen 
to Bethlehem to kill all the boys two years old and under. So, Jesus narrowly 
escaped murder while dozens of families from His hometown were left to weep 
the rest of their lives. Again, Matthew sees in this event the fulfillment of a pattern. 
He quotes Jeremiah , a passage in which Jeremiah describes the tears shed over 
Israel’s horrific captivity six centuries before Jesus. But Matthew knows the hope 
of Jeremiah :–, too! After all the crying in captivity, God will make a new 
covenant to forgive His people’s sins. Matthew sees the pattern: hope after tears.
Although the boy King grew up in obscurity, He stayed alive (vv. 19–23). After 
returning from Egypt, Jesus’ family relocated to the rural town of Nazareth. This 
third Old Testament “quotation” that Jesus fulfills is by far the most interesting 
because you can’t find it in the Scriptures. Instead, Matthew is summarizing several 
of “the prophets” (v. ) who anticipated that Jesus would be the Branch. (In Isaiah 
: the Hebrew term for branch is netser, rhymning with the first two syllables of 
Nazareth.) Jesus’ hometown fits the anticipated pattern that God’s Savior would 
grow up like an insignificant twig (Isaiah :). But Matthew’s point is that the 
Branch has sprouted, and if He’s alive, hope for a sin-cursed world is, too. 
Some who read this devotional may be literal refugees—you’ve had to flee your 
homeland because of persecution. If that’s you, you can better relate to the first 
Christmas than those of us who have always had a house to decorate with lights. 
If this Christmas finds you grieving over tragic loss that you’ve recently endured, 
reflect on the sound of crying that was heard after Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. And 
if this Christmas finds you in obscurity, you can better relate to the true Christ. 
Your hope isn’t gauged by your present circumstances but by your relationship 
with the indestructible King. As long as He is alive, your hope is alive.
Let the profound historical patterns that the gospel fulfilled fuel your hope.—JOE

DAY 19 Old Testament Promises READ LUKE 24:13–49

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.    LUKE   :

John : is one of the saddest verses in the Bible. I have a musical version in 
which it is sung with a mournful, almost wailing tone: “He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not” (KJV). Our kneejerk response is to condemn the 
Jews for rejecting their Messiah. Justly so. But we might approach the issue with 
a bit more empathy. Throughout the Old Testament, God’s people were warned 
against idolatry. The first two of the Ten Commandments forbade false gods 
and images. The Shema insisted that there is but one God (Deuteronomy :).
In fact, idolatry was the primary sin that ultimately led to the Jews’ expulsion 
from the Promised Land. The Jews learned their lesson from the exile. They 
would struggle with legalism and hypocrisy, but they would never again go 
after false gods.
So imagine their offense—their utter indignation—when a bearded, sandaled, 
seemingly normal man claimed to be the eternal Son of God! How would you 
expect them to feel? How would you feel if a man walked into your church 
and said he was God? Yet, they should have known better, not only because of 
proofs throughout Jesus’ ministry, but because the Old Testament predicted 
that God would become a man to redeem sinners. They missed the predictions 
of His coming and therefore missed Him (John :). Here are three of the 
prominent promises they missed.
First, don’t miss Psalm 2:7 like they did. Psalm  describes the rebellion of 
earthly kings against Jehovah. God famously laughs at them and promises His 
just wrath. But the Psalm also includes repeated references to the Messiah. In 
verse  He is called Jehovah’s Anointed (the Hebrew term anointed is literally 
messiah), and He is treated as Jehovah’s equal. In verse  He is called Jehovah’s 
King, the One He will appoint to rule from Zion. The Psalm crescendos to 
verses –, where He is called Jehovah’s Son. New Testament writers use this 
passage as proof that, as amazing as it may sound to Jewish ears, God has a Son
(Acts :; Hebrews :; :)!
Second, don’t miss Psalm 110:1 like they did. Like Psalm , Psalm  predicts 
the coming of a reigning, judging Messiah. And like Psalm , Psalm  says 
that this Savior would be both human and divine. It says the Messiah would 
be seated at Jehovah’s right hand until Jehovah would make His enemies His 
footstool. Most significantly, as Jesus Himself explained in Matthew :–
, David called this promised Deliverer “my Lord,” proving the Messiah’s 
eternality and deity.
Third, don’t miss Daniel 7:13–14 like they did. Daniel precisely predicted the 
rise and fall of four world empires—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
He also predicted the coming rule of the Messiah, Who would be established 
by God Himself as the world’s Ruler. This promised King is called “the Son of 
Man” (Jesus’ favorite self-designation in the Gospels, most notably in Matthew 
:). The name highlights the Messiah’s humanity. But make no mistake. The 
Son of Man is also the Son of God, as Daniel’s text makes clear!
God’s Messiah would be human. And divine. Just like the Old Testament said!
Let the Old Testament’s gospel predictions embolden you to worship Jesus, the 
Son of God and the Son of Man.—CHRIS

DAY 22 “Magnificat” & “Benedictus” READ LUKE 1:39–80

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.    LUKE   :–
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people.    LUKE   : 

Half of today’s passage is singing. Luke records the history of two miraculously 
pregnant women, of the two mighty sons they were carrying, and of two prophetic 
songs sung in anticipation. He records the accounts side by side to make a striking 
comparison. Elizabeth’s postmenopausal conception is miraculous, but Mary’s 
virginal conception is even more miraculous (if there is such a thing). Elizabeth 
is told that her Son is going to be a mighty prophet, while Mary is told that her 
Son will be the everlasting King and almighty God. Both situations evoke songs 
of praise to God.
For over a thousand years, these two songs have been known under the titles of 
the Latin words that begin each poem: “Magnificat” (the Latin word for magnify
in v. ) and “Benedictus” (the Latin word for blessed in v. ). You should know 
these songs well. They’re biblical worship songs full of beautiful doctrine and 
rich instruction. 
Mary’s “Magnificat” (vv. 46–56) teaches you to praise God for Jesus, even 
when God “ruins” your life. Luke forces us to consider Mary’s awkward 
situation and her exemplary reaction. While God was certainly blessing Mary, 
she was going to lose her reputation, to face the rejection of her fiancé, and to 
face ridicule for the rest of her life. In a sense, God was ruining her life. Mary 
must have been so deeply encouraged by Elizabeth’s repeated words, “You’re so 
blessed!” (vv. , ). At this time Elizabeth may have been the only human on 
planet Earth who really believed Mary. And in the midst of the hardest trial of 
Mary’s life, this young teenager praised God that her trial was part of His plan to 
magnify King Jesus! Mary recognizes what’s true for all of God’s people: The Lord 
always “ruins” your life mercifully—as part of His gracious design to glorify Jesus 
through you. You, like Mary, must understand that there’s nothing better in life 
than hardship that counts big for God’s glory! The bigger the hardship, the bigger 
the potential praise! Mary provides an enviable example for men and women in 
every generation: Rejoice in the Lord even when He “ruins” your life. 
Zechariah’s “Benedictus” (vv. 68–79) teaches you to praise God for Jesus, 
especially when God enriches your life. Because he didn’t believe the angel’s 
announcement, Zechariah had been unable to speak for nine months (Luke :). 
When he named his son John (as God had commanded), God gave Zechariah 
the ability to speak again. His first reaction was to praise God. That’s remarkable. 
After almost a year of disability, Zechariah didn’t complain! Also, even though God 
gave Zechariah a son—the lifelong desire of his heart—Zechariah’s song focuses 
not on his own son but on God’s coming Savior. In other words, Zechariah’s song 
reveals that Zechariah lived for God’s will, not for his own wants—for how his 
own son would fulfill God’s plan, not for how his son would fulfill his own life. 
Both Mary and Zechariah focus on the God of mercy (vv. , , , )
Who sees the afflicted and keeps His promises to save them. Showing mercy is 
“showing kindness to someone in serious need” (Louw and Nida, italics mine), 
and both singers recognize their serious need for a Savior (vv. , ). If you have 
recognized your serious need and committed your life to King Jesus, you can 
rejoice in Him always. Whether God ruins your life or enriches it, your soul can 
always magnify and bless the Lord for Mercy Incarnate.
Let the coming of Mercy Incarnate be your daily “sunrise” (Luke :).—JOE

DAY 21 The Extraordinary Person READ ISAIAH 9:1–7

His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
I SAIAH   :

Isaiah , with its most famous verse , identifies the Messiah’s character and the 
difference His presence makes in the world. This text is set in the context of 
national darkness. With prophetic insight and foresight, Isaiah sees all of that 
darkness dispelled by the dawn of the Messianic day of salvation. Isaiah  begins 
with a description of the gloom of darkness without Christ. The political bondage 
of Judah illustrates the greater spiritual bondage of every sinner. We are born 
into the ignorance, blindness, and misery of sin—“dead in trespasses and sins,” 
incapable of escaping the darkness of death. But “the people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light” (:). When there is light, the darkness disappears.
The virgin-born “God with us” (:) is now identified as a Child born “to us,” 
or more to the point, “for us.” Here is the incarnation: God was manifest in the 
flesh. He is God; He is man. This Child was born for our benefit, to accomplish 
for us by His life and His death all required for our salvation. 
The parallel statement “to us a son is given,” describes the great mystery of the 
Father’s “giving” or “appointing” His Son in eternity to be the only Redeemer 
of His elect. This is a remarkable Trinitarian declaration. In eternity past, God 
appointed His Son to be the Mediator, and in the fullness of time God so loved 
the world that He gave His Son (John :).
Most instructive are the four titles that proclaim His nature, person, and dignity. 
First, He is the “Wonder of a Counselor.” Though often translated as separate 
titles, the Hebrew construction links them together. The term wonder refers to 
that which is marvelous, extraordinary, and incomprehensible. Counselor is a term 
associated with wisdom. Significantly, Isaiah elsewhere uses this combination of 
words to refer to “the LORD of hosts” (:). So this title attests to the Son’s deity, 
identifying Him as the Wisdom of God, itself a significant Messianic title.
Second, He is the “Mighty God”—literally, “God, a Hero.” This particular 
word for God always designates deity, and the word Mighty or Hero refers to His 
being the powerful champion of His people. His rule is irresistible, and it is for 
the welfare of those in His kingdom. The statements about His government in 
verses – refer to the absolute sovereign authority by which He exercises rule 
and dominion. In this mediatorial kingship, Christ conquers all of His and His 
people’s enemies. He conquers by grace or by the rod of iron, but conquer and 
rule He will: “The LORD of hosts will do this” (:).
Third, He is the “Father of Eternity.” The term Father is not here a Trinitarian 
designation but an honorific title applied to those in various positions of 
authority. The Son is not the Father. The point is that the Son has authority over 
eternity. The term appropriately applies to the Godhead since eternality is one 
of the incommunicable perfections of deity. The birth of Immanuel was not the 
beginning of the Son’s existence! The eternal Son of God became man. 
Fourth, He is the “Prince of Peace.” He is the Administrator of peace; He has 
the authority to bring peace. The title unquestionably points to His work of 
reconciliation whereby He took upon Himself the chastisement that we deserved 
with a view to achieving our peace with God. “Hallelujah! What a Savior!”
Let the Son’s divine glory make you amazed that He was born for you.—MICHAEL



DAY 20 Despised but Indestructible READ MAT THEW 2:13–23

He rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until 
the death of Herod.    MATTHEW   :–

I’m becoming like the Grinch. When I preach at Christmastime I try to 
deemphasize the nostalgia that surrounds Christmas. I don’t want hearts to be 
affected by familiar tunes and lights. Rather I want to preach tough truths that 
stick with us through trials. And the typical Christmas passages (think Isaiah, 
Matthew, and Luke) are precisely that. They’re not soft truths to encourage warm-
hearted people; they’re hard-to-swallow truths for cold and rebellious people. 
The grisly truths we consider today are meant for those living in a violent world, 
not a peaceful one. Yet each of the three historical episodes we examine below 
ends with an Old Testament quotation that fills us with gospel-centered hope.
Although the newborn King was despised, He stayed alive (vv. 13–15). Joseph 
was instructed to take his wife and Son to Egypt where there was a large community 
of Jewish refugees who had fled Herod’s tyranny. This forced evacuation meant 
that our Savior, King Jesus, was at one point a refugee. Matthew records that this 
trip fulfilled a prophecy from Hosea , a passage in which God promised to 
bring His chosen people out of exile just like He had brought them out of Egypt. 
Although Hosea’s words don’t seem to apply to Jesus, Matthew sees in them a 
pattern: Just like God kept His “son” Israel alive in both Egypt and the exile and 
eventually delivered him from both, so God is again keeping His Son Jesus alive 
in Egypt. If God’s Son is alive in Egypt, hope for world redemption is still alive.
Although the infant King knew suffering, He stayed alive (vv. 16–18). After 
Herod discovers that he was not informed of Jesus’ whereabouts, he sent hitmen 
to Bethlehem to kill all the boys two years old and under. So, Jesus narrowly 
escaped murder while dozens of families from His hometown were left to weep 
the rest of their lives. Again, Matthew sees in this event the fulfillment of a pattern. 
He quotes Jeremiah , a passage in which Jeremiah describes the tears shed over 
Israel’s horrific captivity six centuries before Jesus. But Matthew knows the hope 
of Jeremiah :–, too! After all the crying in captivity, God will make a new 
covenant to forgive His people’s sins. Matthew sees the pattern: hope after tears.
Although the boy King grew up in obscurity, He stayed alive (vv. 19–23). After 
returning from Egypt, Jesus’ family relocated to the rural town of Nazareth. This 
third Old Testament “quotation” that Jesus fulfills is by far the most interesting 
because you can’t find it in the Scriptures. Instead, Matthew is summarizing several 
of “the prophets” (v. ) who anticipated that Jesus would be the Branch. (In Isaiah 
: the Hebrew term for branch is netser, rhymning with the first two syllables of 
Nazareth.) Jesus’ hometown fits the anticipated pattern that God’s Savior would 
grow up like an insignificant twig (Isaiah :). But Matthew’s point is that the 
Branch has sprouted, and if He’s alive, hope for a sin-cursed world is, too. 
Some who read this devotional may be literal refugees—you’ve had to flee your 
homeland because of persecution. If that’s you, you can better relate to the first 
Christmas than those of us who have always had a house to decorate with lights. 
If this Christmas finds you grieving over tragic loss that you’ve recently endured, 
reflect on the sound of crying that was heard after Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem. And 
if this Christmas finds you in obscurity, you can better relate to the true Christ. 
Your hope isn’t gauged by your present circumstances but by your relationship 
with the indestructible King. As long as He is alive, your hope is alive.
Let the profound historical patterns that the gospel fulfilled fuel your hope.—JOE

DAY 19 Old Testament Promises READ LUKE 24:13–49

And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.    LUKE   :

John : is one of the saddest verses in the Bible. I have a musical version in 
which it is sung with a mournful, almost wailing tone: “He came unto His own, 
and His own received Him not” (KJV). Our kneejerk response is to condemn the 
Jews for rejecting their Messiah. Justly so. But we might approach the issue with 
a bit more empathy. Throughout the Old Testament, God’s people were warned 
against idolatry. The first two of the Ten Commandments forbade false gods 
and images. The Shema insisted that there is but one God (Deuteronomy :).
In fact, idolatry was the primary sin that ultimately led to the Jews’ expulsion 
from the Promised Land. The Jews learned their lesson from the exile. They 
would struggle with legalism and hypocrisy, but they would never again go 
after false gods.
So imagine their offense—their utter indignation—when a bearded, sandaled, 
seemingly normal man claimed to be the eternal Son of God! How would you 
expect them to feel? How would you feel if a man walked into your church 
and said he was God? Yet, they should have known better, not only because of 
proofs throughout Jesus’ ministry, but because the Old Testament predicted 
that God would become a man to redeem sinners. They missed the predictions 
of His coming and therefore missed Him (John :). Here are three of the 
prominent promises they missed.
First, don’t miss Psalm 2:7 like they did. Psalm  describes the rebellion of 
earthly kings against Jehovah. God famously laughs at them and promises His 
just wrath. But the Psalm also includes repeated references to the Messiah. In 
verse  He is called Jehovah’s Anointed (the Hebrew term anointed is literally 
messiah), and He is treated as Jehovah’s equal. In verse  He is called Jehovah’s 
King, the One He will appoint to rule from Zion. The Psalm crescendos to 
verses –, where He is called Jehovah’s Son. New Testament writers use this 
passage as proof that, as amazing as it may sound to Jewish ears, God has a Son
(Acts :; Hebrews :; :)!
Second, don’t miss Psalm 110:1 like they did. Like Psalm , Psalm  predicts 
the coming of a reigning, judging Messiah. And like Psalm , Psalm  says 
that this Savior would be both human and divine. It says the Messiah would 
be seated at Jehovah’s right hand until Jehovah would make His enemies His 
footstool. Most significantly, as Jesus Himself explained in Matthew :–
, David called this promised Deliverer “my Lord,” proving the Messiah’s 
eternality and deity.
Third, don’t miss Daniel 7:13–14 like they did. Daniel precisely predicted the 
rise and fall of four world empires—Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
He also predicted the coming rule of the Messiah, Who would be established 
by God Himself as the world’s Ruler. This promised King is called “the Son of 
Man” (Jesus’ favorite self-designation in the Gospels, most notably in Matthew 
:). The name highlights the Messiah’s humanity. But make no mistake. The 
Son of Man is also the Son of God, as Daniel’s text makes clear!
God’s Messiah would be human. And divine. Just like the Old Testament said!
Let the Old Testament’s gospel predictions embolden you to worship Jesus, the 
Son of God and the Son of Man.—CHRIS

DAY 22 “Magnificat” & “Benedictus” READ LUKE 1:39–80

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.    LUKE   :–
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people.    LUKE   : 

Half of today’s passage is singing. Luke records the history of two miraculously 
pregnant women, of the two mighty sons they were carrying, and of two prophetic 
songs sung in anticipation. He records the accounts side by side to make a striking 
comparison. Elizabeth’s postmenopausal conception is miraculous, but Mary’s 
virginal conception is even more miraculous (if there is such a thing). Elizabeth 
is told that her Son is going to be a mighty prophet, while Mary is told that her 
Son will be the everlasting King and almighty God. Both situations evoke songs 
of praise to God.
For over a thousand years, these two songs have been known under the titles of 
the Latin words that begin each poem: “Magnificat” (the Latin word for magnify
in v. ) and “Benedictus” (the Latin word for blessed in v. ). You should know 
these songs well. They’re biblical worship songs full of beautiful doctrine and 
rich instruction. 
Mary’s “Magnificat” (vv. 46–56) teaches you to praise God for Jesus, even 
when God “ruins” your life. Luke forces us to consider Mary’s awkward 
situation and her exemplary reaction. While God was certainly blessing Mary, 
she was going to lose her reputation, to face the rejection of her fiancé, and to 
face ridicule for the rest of her life. In a sense, God was ruining her life. Mary 
must have been so deeply encouraged by Elizabeth’s repeated words, “You’re so 
blessed!” (vv. , ). At this time Elizabeth may have been the only human on 
planet Earth who really believed Mary. And in the midst of the hardest trial of 
Mary’s life, this young teenager praised God that her trial was part of His plan to 
magnify King Jesus! Mary recognizes what’s true for all of God’s people: The Lord 
always “ruins” your life mercifully—as part of His gracious design to glorify Jesus 
through you. You, like Mary, must understand that there’s nothing better in life 
than hardship that counts big for God’s glory! The bigger the hardship, the bigger 
the potential praise! Mary provides an enviable example for men and women in 
every generation: Rejoice in the Lord even when He “ruins” your life. 
Zechariah’s “Benedictus” (vv. 68–79) teaches you to praise God for Jesus, 
especially when God enriches your life. Because he didn’t believe the angel’s 
announcement, Zechariah had been unable to speak for nine months (Luke :). 
When he named his son John (as God had commanded), God gave Zechariah 
the ability to speak again. His first reaction was to praise God. That’s remarkable. 
After almost a year of disability, Zechariah didn’t complain! Also, even though God 
gave Zechariah a son—the lifelong desire of his heart—Zechariah’s song focuses 
not on his own son but on God’s coming Savior. In other words, Zechariah’s song 
reveals that Zechariah lived for God’s will, not for his own wants—for how his 
own son would fulfill God’s plan, not for how his son would fulfill his own life. 
Both Mary and Zechariah focus on the God of mercy (vv. , , , )
Who sees the afflicted and keeps His promises to save them. Showing mercy is 
“showing kindness to someone in serious need” (Louw and Nida, italics mine), 
and both singers recognize their serious need for a Savior (vv. , ). If you have 
recognized your serious need and committed your life to King Jesus, you can 
rejoice in Him always. Whether God ruins your life or enriches it, your soul can 
always magnify and bless the Lord for Mercy Incarnate.
Let the coming of Mercy Incarnate be your daily “sunrise” (Luke :).—JOE

DAY 21 The Extraordinary Person READ ISAIAH 9:1–7

His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
I SAIAH   :

Isaiah , with its most famous verse , identifies the Messiah’s character and the 
difference His presence makes in the world. This text is set in the context of 
national darkness. With prophetic insight and foresight, Isaiah sees all of that 
darkness dispelled by the dawn of the Messianic day of salvation. Isaiah  begins 
with a description of the gloom of darkness without Christ. The political bondage 
of Judah illustrates the greater spiritual bondage of every sinner. We are born 
into the ignorance, blindness, and misery of sin—“dead in trespasses and sins,” 
incapable of escaping the darkness of death. But “the people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light” (:). When there is light, the darkness disappears.
The virgin-born “God with us” (:) is now identified as a Child born “to us,” 
or more to the point, “for us.” Here is the incarnation: God was manifest in the 
flesh. He is God; He is man. This Child was born for our benefit, to accomplish 
for us by His life and His death all required for our salvation. 
The parallel statement “to us a son is given,” describes the great mystery of the 
Father’s “giving” or “appointing” His Son in eternity to be the only Redeemer 
of His elect. This is a remarkable Trinitarian declaration. In eternity past, God 
appointed His Son to be the Mediator, and in the fullness of time God so loved 
the world that He gave His Son (John :).
Most instructive are the four titles that proclaim His nature, person, and dignity. 
First, He is the “Wonder of a Counselor.” Though often translated as separate 
titles, the Hebrew construction links them together. The term wonder refers to 
that which is marvelous, extraordinary, and incomprehensible. Counselor is a term 
associated with wisdom. Significantly, Isaiah elsewhere uses this combination of 
words to refer to “the LORD of hosts” (:). So this title attests to the Son’s deity, 
identifying Him as the Wisdom of God, itself a significant Messianic title.
Second, He is the “Mighty God”—literally, “God, a Hero.” This particular 
word for God always designates deity, and the word Mighty or Hero refers to His 
being the powerful champion of His people. His rule is irresistible, and it is for 
the welfare of those in His kingdom. The statements about His government in 
verses – refer to the absolute sovereign authority by which He exercises rule 
and dominion. In this mediatorial kingship, Christ conquers all of His and His 
people’s enemies. He conquers by grace or by the rod of iron, but conquer and 
rule He will: “The LORD of hosts will do this” (:).
Third, He is the “Father of Eternity.” The term Father is not here a Trinitarian 
designation but an honorific title applied to those in various positions of 
authority. The Son is not the Father. The point is that the Son has authority over 
eternity. The term appropriately applies to the Godhead since eternality is one 
of the incommunicable perfections of deity. The birth of Immanuel was not the 
beginning of the Son’s existence! The eternal Son of God became man. 
Fourth, He is the “Prince of Peace.” He is the Administrator of peace; He has 
the authority to bring peace. The title unquestionably points to His work of 
reconciliation whereby He took upon Himself the chastisement that we deserved 
with a view to achieving our peace with God. “Hallelujah! What a Savior!”
Let the Son’s divine glory make you amazed that He was born for you.—MICHAEL
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these songs well. They’re biblical worship songs full of beautiful doctrine and 
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must have been so deeply encouraged by Elizabeth’s repeated words, “You’re so 
blessed!” (vv. , ). At this time Elizabeth may have been the only human on 
planet Earth who really believed Mary. And in the midst of the hardest trial of 
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always “ruins” your life mercifully—as part of His gracious design to glorify Jesus 
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every generation: Rejoice in the Lord even when He “ruins” your life. 
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announcement, Zechariah had been unable to speak for nine months (Luke :). 
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reveals that Zechariah lived for God’s will, not for his own wants—for how his 
own son would fulfill God’s plan, not for how his son would fulfill his own life. 
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appointed His Son to be the Mediator, and in the fullness of time God so loved 
the world that He gave His Son (John :).
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First, He is the “Wonder of a Counselor.” Though often translated as separate 
titles, the Hebrew construction links them together. The term wonder refers to 
that which is marvelous, extraordinary, and incomprehensible. Counselor is a term 
associated with wisdom. Significantly, Isaiah elsewhere uses this combination of 
words to refer to “the LORD of hosts” (:). So this title attests to the Son’s deity, 
identifying Him as the Wisdom of God, itself a significant Messianic title.
Second, He is the “Mighty God”—literally, “God, a Hero.” This particular 
word for God always designates deity, and the word Mighty or Hero refers to His 
being the powerful champion of His people. His rule is irresistible, and it is for 
the welfare of those in His kingdom. The statements about His government in 
verses – refer to the absolute sovereign authority by which He exercises rule 
and dominion. In this mediatorial kingship, Christ conquers all of His and His 
people’s enemies. He conquers by grace or by the rod of iron, but conquer and 
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designation but an honorific title applied to those in various positions of 
authority. The Son is not the Father. The point is that the Son has authority over 
eternity. The term appropriately applies to the Godhead since eternality is one 
of the incommunicable perfections of deity. The birth of Immanuel was not the 
beginning of the Son’s existence! The eternal Son of God became man. 
Fourth, He is the “Prince of Peace.” He is the Administrator of peace; He has 
the authority to bring peace. The title unquestionably points to His work of 
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the world that He gave His Son (John :).
Most instructive are the four titles that proclaim His nature, person, and dignity. 
First, He is the “Wonder of a Counselor.” Though often translated as separate 
titles, the Hebrew construction links them together. The term wonder refers to 
that which is marvelous, extraordinary, and incomprehensible. Counselor is a term 
associated with wisdom. Significantly, Isaiah elsewhere uses this combination of 
words to refer to “the LORD of hosts” (:). So this title attests to the Son’s deity, 
identifying Him as the Wisdom of God, itself a significant Messianic title.
Second, He is the “Mighty God”—literally, “God, a Hero.” This particular 
word for God always designates deity, and the word Mighty or Hero refers to His 
being the powerful champion of His people. His rule is irresistible, and it is for 
the welfare of those in His kingdom. The statements about His government in 
verses – refer to the absolute sovereign authority by which He exercises rule 
and dominion. In this mediatorial kingship, Christ conquers all of His and His 
people’s enemies. He conquers by grace or by the rod of iron, but conquer and 
rule He will: “The LORD of hosts will do this” (:).
Third, He is the “Father of Eternity.” The term Father is not here a Trinitarian 
designation but an honorific title applied to those in various positions of 
authority. The Son is not the Father. The point is that the Son has authority over 
eternity. The term appropriately applies to the Godhead since eternality is one 
of the incommunicable perfections of deity. The birth of Immanuel was not the 
beginning of the Son’s existence! The eternal Son of God became man. 
Fourth, He is the “Prince of Peace.” He is the Administrator of peace; He has 
the authority to bring peace. The title unquestionably points to His work of 
reconciliation whereby He took upon Himself the chastisement that we deserved 
with a view to achieving our peace with God. “Hallelujah! What a Savior!”
Let the Son’s divine glory make you amazed that He was born for you.—MICHAEL

DAY 24 Joy to the World—“Yes! Yes! Yes!” READ PSALM 98

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!    PSALM   :

What’s your favorite Christmas song? It’s hard for me to answer that question 
because I love so many. I love to sing “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” especially 
these precious words: “Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may 
die.” I love to open our church’s gatherings with this historic call to worship: “O 
come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! . . . O come, let us adore Him!” I 
absolutely love to shout with the rest of my church family, “Hail, hail the Word 
made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary!” But my favorite Christmas hymn may be 
the one that refers to both the first and second comings of Jesus. It’s Isaac Watts’ 
rendition of Psalm : “Joy to the World.” 
Nothing has become more associated with Christmas celebration than singing, 
and nothing is more appropriate. In Psalm  we are repeatedly commanded to 
sing fresh songs of joyful praise to the Lord because of His gracious and marvelous 
acts of salvation. But why are we commanded to sing? Why not just think about 
them? Why not write about them? Why must we sing?
There’s something about singing that lets us confess truth beautifully, memorably, 
joyfully, and (when we’re gathered with others) corporately. Take a minute to 
consider the dynamic power that music can give to words. Jim Boice reflected on 
the fact that even the praise in heaven is musical. He wrote, 

Isn’t it interesting that heaven’s worship is expressed in words set to music, in 
words that are sung? This is more than interesting, of course. It is important, for 
music is a gift from God that allows us to express our deepest heart responses to 
God and his truth in meaningful and memorable ways. It is a case of our hearts 
joining with our minds to say, ‘Yes! Yes! Yes!’ to the truths we are embracing. 
(from The Life of James Montgomery Boice: 1938–2000)

I love that! We sing to let our hearts say, “Yes! Yes! Yes!” to the truths that our 
minds are embracing. So, the psalmist commands us sing joyfully to God (vv. 
–); to use instruments—including our voices (vv. –); and to join all creation 
in singing to our worthy God (vv. –). Amidst all of these commands to sing 
are two reasons why. We should sing glad praise to God because He is such a 
wonderful Savior and because He is coming to bring justice on earth. Of course, 
the marvelous Savior and mighty Judge is Jesus, God the Son! 
Jesus came as the marvelous Savior. God displayed His covenant-keeping 
love and saving power most marvelously when He sent His Son to be born in 
Bethlehem, to die as the sacrificial Lamb, and to rise again as the mighty Lion. 
Any aspect of the Savior’s marvelous first coming should compel you to sing.
Jesus is coming as the mighty Judge. The way things are is not the way they’ll 
always be. King Jesus will return to earth, bringing perfect justice and peace. How 
should you respond when you consider that the Judge is at hand? Sing with joy.
Consider Jesus, and obey Psalm . If you have trusted God’s marvelous salvation 
that King Jesus accomplished in His first coming, and if you are eagerly awaiting 
the Judge’s return, then sing. Right now. Stop reading this book, pick a song of 
praise, and sing it with fresh joy to the Lord. Don’t just sing it in your head; use 
your voice. As Boice put it, let your heart join with your mind in saying, “Yes! Yes! 
Yes!” to gospel truth. Nothing is more appropriate to express your love for Jesus’ 
incarnation and your longing for His return than joyful singing. 
Let the gospel compel you to sing with joy. Right now.—JOE

DAY 23 Proofs that Jesus is God READ JOHN 1:19–51

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.    JOHN   :

The doctrine of the incarnation teaches that God took on human flesh. That’s the 
foundation of Christianity, and it is taught with unmistakable clarity. The Gospel 
of John in particular was written to provide proofs of Jesus’ deity, as John :
makes clear. John’s Gospel commences by audaciously quoting Genesis : and 
saying it was about Jesus: “In the beginning.” John : goes on to say that Jesus 
(the Word) “was God.” Jehovah’s Witnesses will object that the verse says that the 
Word was “a god,” not God. They’re wrong! But make no mistake—the deity of 
Christ is taught throughout the book, not only in its first verse. 
Jesus has the attributes of God. John emphasizes that Jesus has attributes that only 
God possesses. Jesus is eternal. He was “in the beginning” (:–). Before coming 
to earth, He was in heaven (:). He existed “before Abraham,” though Abraham 
lived two millennia before the incarnation (:–). Jesus is also omniscient. He 
knew what Philip had done, though He wasn’t there (:). He knew people’s 
thoughts and motives without their speaking (:–). He knew the Samaritan 
woman’s marital history, although they had just met (:–, ). Again and 
again, Jesus showed divine knowledge. Finally, Jesus is omnipotent. He created all 
things (:). He did miracles—things impossible to men and which proved His 
divine power. Most importantly, He showed His omnipotence by rising from the 
dead, taking up the life He had voluntarily laid down (:–). 
Jesus exercises the prerogatives of God. Jesus claimed the rights that belong to 
God, not men. He could give life (:; :; :–; :). He was the object 
of faith (:; :; :–; :; especially :). He received worship (:).
He claimed glory equal with God’s (:; :; :; :; :, ). He claimed 
that He would execute divine judgment (:, ). Perhaps most memorably, Jesus 
claimed the prerogative to forgive sins (:; Mark :–). The Jews would rightly 
say no one can forgive sins but God—and they were right! But Jesus is God.
Jesus is called by the titles of God. John : begins by saying, “the Word was God.” 
Throughout the rest of the book, He is repeatedly called the Son of God (:;
:)—indeed, the “only Son of God” (:, ). His favorite self-designation 
was Son of Man (:; :; :; :). This clearly teaches Jesus’ humanity. But 
it is a Messianic, divine title from Daniel :–, proving Jesus’ deity. Finally, 
He repeatedly uses the name I AM to refer to Himself, both in the famous “I am” 
illustrations (the Bread of Life, the Good Shepherd, etc.) and in intentional uses 
of the name of Jehovah as His own (:; :). John unmistakably applies Isaiah’s 
statements about Jehovah to Jesus (: and Isaiah :; :– and Isaiah ).
Jesus claims to be God, and others claim that He is God. On multiple occasions, 
Jesus Himself made outright claims to be God. He called God His Father, and 
the Jews rightly saw this as a claim to deity (:, –). Perhaps most overtly, 
He said that those who had seen Him had seen the Father (:–). In addition, 
those who saw and heard Jesus called Him God, and Jesus never corrected them. 
John the Baptist called Him “the Lamb of God” (:) and “the Son of God” 
(:). Nathanael said to Jesus, “You are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” (:). Martha affirmed her belief that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of 
God” (:). At the climax of the entire book, skeptical Thomas saw the risen 
Christ and confessed, “My Lord and my God!” (:).
Jesus is fully man and fully God. The Bible proves it. Do you believe it?
Let the gospel convince you and save you.—CHRIS



DAY 24 Joy to the World—“Yes! Yes! Yes!” READ PSALM 98

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!    PSALM   :

What’s your favorite Christmas song? It’s hard for me to answer that question 
because I love so many. I love to sing “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” especially 
these precious words: “Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may 
die.” I love to open our church’s gatherings with this historic call to worship: “O 
come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! . . . O come, let us adore Him!” I 
absolutely love to shout with the rest of my church family, “Hail, hail the Word 
made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary!” But my favorite Christmas hymn may be 
the one that refers to both the first and second comings of Jesus. It’s Isaac Watts’ 
rendition of Psalm : “Joy to the World.” 
Nothing has become more associated with Christmas celebration than singing, 
and nothing is more appropriate. In Psalm  we are repeatedly commanded to 
sing fresh songs of joyful praise to the Lord because of His gracious and marvelous 
acts of salvation. But why are we commanded to sing? Why not just think about 
them? Why not write about them? Why must we sing?
There’s something about singing that lets us confess truth beautifully, memorably, 
joyfully, and (when we’re gathered with others) corporately. Take a minute to 
consider the dynamic power that music can give to words. Jim Boice reflected on 
the fact that even the praise in heaven is musical. He wrote, 

Isn’t it interesting that heaven’s worship is expressed in words set to music, in 
words that are sung? This is more than interesting, of course. It is important, for 
music is a gift from God that allows us to express our deepest heart responses to 
God and his truth in meaningful and memorable ways. It is a case of our hearts 
joining with our minds to say, ‘Yes! Yes! Yes!’ to the truths we are embracing. 
(from The Life of James Montgomery Boice: 1938–2000)

I love that! We sing to let our hearts say, “Yes! Yes! Yes!” to the truths that our 
minds are embracing. So, the psalmist commands us sing joyfully to God (vv. 
–); to use instruments—including our voices (vv. –); and to join all creation 
in singing to our worthy God (vv. –). Amidst all of these commands to sing 
are two reasons why. We should sing glad praise to God because He is such a 
wonderful Savior and because He is coming to bring justice on earth. Of course, 
the marvelous Savior and mighty Judge is Jesus, God the Son! 
Jesus came as the marvelous Savior. God displayed His covenant-keeping 
love and saving power most marvelously when He sent His Son to be born in 
Bethlehem, to die as the sacrificial Lamb, and to rise again as the mighty Lion. 
Any aspect of the Savior’s marvelous first coming should compel you to sing.
Jesus is coming as the mighty Judge. The way things are is not the way they’ll 
always be. King Jesus will return to earth, bringing perfect justice and peace. How 
should you respond when you consider that the Judge is at hand? Sing with joy.
Consider Jesus, and obey Psalm . If you have trusted God’s marvelous salvation 
that King Jesus accomplished in His first coming, and if you are eagerly awaiting 
the Judge’s return, then sing. Right now. Stop reading this book, pick a song of 
praise, and sing it with fresh joy to the Lord. Don’t just sing it in your head; use 
your voice. As Boice put it, let your heart join with your mind in saying, “Yes! Yes! 
Yes!” to gospel truth. Nothing is more appropriate to express your love for Jesus’ 
incarnation and your longing for His return than joyful singing. 
Let the gospel compel you to sing with joy. Right now.—JOE

DAY 23 Proofs that Jesus is God READ JOHN 1:19–51

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.    JOHN   :

The doctrine of the incarnation teaches that God took on human flesh. That’s the 
foundation of Christianity, and it is taught with unmistakable clarity. The Gospel 
of John in particular was written to provide proofs of Jesus’ deity, as John :
makes clear. John’s Gospel commences by audaciously quoting Genesis : and 
saying it was about Jesus: “In the beginning.” John : goes on to say that Jesus 
(the Word) “was God.” Jehovah’s Witnesses will object that the verse says that the 
Word was “a god,” not God. They’re wrong! But make no mistake—the deity of 
Christ is taught throughout the book, not only in its first verse. 
Jesus has the attributes of God. John emphasizes that Jesus has attributes that only 
God possesses. Jesus is eternal. He was “in the beginning” (:–). Before coming 
to earth, He was in heaven (:). He existed “before Abraham,” though Abraham 
lived two millennia before the incarnation (:–). Jesus is also omniscient. He 
knew what Philip had done, though He wasn’t there (:). He knew people’s 
thoughts and motives without their speaking (:–). He knew the Samaritan 
woman’s marital history, although they had just met (:–, ). Again and 
again, Jesus showed divine knowledge. Finally, Jesus is omnipotent. He created all 
things (:). He did miracles—things impossible to men and which proved His 
divine power. Most importantly, He showed His omnipotence by rising from the 
dead, taking up the life He had voluntarily laid down (:–). 
Jesus exercises the prerogatives of God. Jesus claimed the rights that belong to 
God, not men. He could give life (:; :; :–; :). He was the object 
of faith (:; :; :–; :; especially :). He received worship (:).
He claimed glory equal with God’s (:; :; :; :; :, ). He claimed 
that He would execute divine judgment (:, ). Perhaps most memorably, Jesus 
claimed the prerogative to forgive sins (:; Mark :–). The Jews would rightly 
say no one can forgive sins but God—and they were right! But Jesus is God.
Jesus is called by the titles of God. John : begins by saying, “the Word was God.” 
Throughout the rest of the book, He is repeatedly called the Son of God (:;
:)—indeed, the “only Son of God” (:, ). His favorite self-designation 
was Son of Man (:; :; :; :). This clearly teaches Jesus’ humanity. But 
it is a Messianic, divine title from Daniel :–, proving Jesus’ deity. Finally, 
He repeatedly uses the name I AM to refer to Himself, both in the famous “I am” 
illustrations (the Bread of Life, the Good Shepherd, etc.) and in intentional uses 
of the name of Jehovah as His own (:; :). John unmistakably applies Isaiah’s 
statements about Jehovah to Jesus (: and Isaiah :; :– and Isaiah ).
Jesus claims to be God, and others claim that He is God. On multiple occasions, 
Jesus Himself made outright claims to be God. He called God His Father, and 
the Jews rightly saw this as a claim to deity (:, –). Perhaps most overtly, 
He said that those who had seen Him had seen the Father (:–). In addition, 
those who saw and heard Jesus called Him God, and Jesus never corrected them. 
John the Baptist called Him “the Lamb of God” (:) and “the Son of God” 
(:). Nathanael said to Jesus, “You are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” (:). Martha affirmed her belief that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of 
God” (:). At the climax of the entire book, skeptical Thomas saw the risen 
Christ and confessed, “My Lord and my God!” (:).
Jesus is fully man and fully God. The Bible proves it. Do you believe it?
Let the gospel convince you and save you.—CHRIS

DAY 25 The Nativity  READ LUKE 2:1–7

She gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger.    
LUKE   :

According to Jesus, the entire Old Testament was a preparation and prediction of 
His coming to earth on a divine rescue mission (Luke :, ). God’s people 
awaited the Messiah’s arrival for millennia. It is surprising, therefore, that the birth 
of Christ is told with such understated simplicity in the four Gospels. Indeed, 
only Matthew and Luke speak of Christ’s birth at all. And they do so only in their 
first two chapters—most of which are devoted to lineages and backstories. 
Matthew spends only one verse on Jesus’ actual birth, and even that statement 
is almost an aside: “[Joseph] knew her not until she had given birth to a son” 
(:). Luke, “the beloved physician,” doesn’t give much more information. He 
devotes just two verses to Jesus’ birth—one less than he gave to Caesar’s decree 
(:–)! But what those two verses record is magnificent:

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (:–)

Amazing. Awe-inspiring. The Creator of the universe was born as a baby. He 
was wrapped in a blanket, just like millions of infants before and billions since. 
He was born in a barn—a lack of ease and welcome that foreshadowed a lack 
of reception by the world at large. The God Whom heaven cannot contain was 
born in a cattle stall. It’s stunning!
The rest of the New Testament points us back to the cross as our hope of salvation, 
not to the manger. The Gospels themselves focus chapters on Jesus’ death and 
only verses on His birth. What happened in Bethlehem was the beginning of 
Jesus’ mission and not the climax of it. But, simple as it was, it was one of the 
great events in human history. God became one of us! 

The voice of God that called forth light
Now cries into the starry night.
The One Who shouted, “Let there be!”
Now coos and whimpers helplessly.
For God has taken human flesh
To rid this broken world of death.
The hands of God that fashioned man,
Now wrap around His mother’s hand.
The One Who flung the stars in space
Now stretches for His mother’s face.
For God has come to Bethlehem
To save our broken souls from sin.
The very God Who never sleeps
Now slumbers with the cows and sheep.
The One Whom heaven cannot hold
Now snuggles warm in swaddled clothes.
For God Himself is born on earth
To bring our broken hearts rebirth.

Let the gospel move you to astonished wonder at the miracle of the incarnation.—
CHRIS

DAY 26 The Angels’ Announcements READ LUKE 2:8–14

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them.    LUKE   :

Angels may be decorative in nativity scenes and Christmas programs, but they 
played vital roles in the arrival of our Savior. The term angel means messenger, 
and the messages they delivered were glorious!
Gabriel announced to Zechariah the conception of John the Baptist (Luke 
1:8–23). Of all the angelic messages this one may be least significant, but it’s still 
amazing! After four centuries without divine revelation—often called “the silent 
years”—God had a word for the world: John is coming, because Jesus is coming!
Gabriel announced to Mary the conception and deity of Jesus (Luke 1:26–38).
Six months after appearing to Zechariah, Gabriel delivered a more important, 
more miraculous message. Think of it! Gabriel was privileged to share the news 
of Mary’s Holy-Spirit-wrought conception (vv. , ). He was privileged to be 
the first to speak the name of the Messiah: “Jesus” (v. )! He was privileged to 
announce that Jesus was—amazingly!—both “the Son of the Most High” and the 
Son of “his father David” (v. ). He was privileged to say that this seemingly 
normal baby boy “will be called holy—the Son of God” (v. )!
An unnamed angel announced to Joseph that he would care for the Messiah 
(Matthew 1:20–21; 2:13–15). Joseph was assured that Mary had been pure and 
that the Holy Spirit was responsible for her pregnancy. This Baby would be named 
Jesus—which means “the Lord saves”—because He is the One Who would save 
His people from their sins (:). Joseph was the Messiah’s earthly father, and 
he was commanded to care for the Baby. Joseph obeyed the angel’s commands 
(:–), just as he would later heed the angel’s command to take Mary and the 
Child to Egypt, out of Herod’s and harm’s way (:–).
An unnamed angel announced to the shepherds the Savior’s birth (Luke 2:8–
12). Imagine being in a dark, quiet field, surrounded by nothing but sheep—then 
having the sky literally explode into a display of heavenly glory! Imagine sheep 
giving way to angels—first one, then a multitude! The shepherds were terrified!
The pounding of their hearts quieted only slightly when the angel told them 
not to fear (easier said than done!). The message he brought was “good news of 
great joy for all people” (v. ). Then came the announcement with a seemingly 
impossible combination of information: the One born was the promised Savior;
the Baby in swaddling clothes was the Lord; the manger held the Messiah (vv. 
–). The angel’s news was that God and man had been merged in the birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! Good news indeed!
A multitude of angels announced to the world that Jesus’ birth showed the 
glory and grace of God (2:13–14). We’re not told that the angels absolutely 
sang—but it sure makes sense that such a glorious message would have been set 
to music! “Glory to God in the Highest”—Gloria in excelsis Deo! God’s glory was 
shown not only in the cosmic display of the power of creation, but even more 
in the humility and frailty of the Creator becoming a baby to save the world. 
As John : says, “We beheld his glory!” The lesser known part of the angelic 
anthem—“and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased”—is no less 
important. The event that brought glory to God also brought grace to men, not 
because they deserved it, but because God was showing them unmerited favor. 
He was “pleased” with them in spite of themselves. Jesus has brought glory to 
God and grace to men. Just like the angels said.
Let the gospel make you an eager proclaimer of Jesus’ glory and grace.—CHRIS



DAY 24 Joy to the World—“Yes! Yes! Yes!” READ PSALM 98

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!    PSALM   :

What’s your favorite Christmas song? It’s hard for me to answer that question 
because I love so many. I love to sing “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing,” especially 
these precious words: “Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may 
die.” I love to open our church’s gatherings with this historic call to worship: “O 
come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! . . . O come, let us adore Him!” I 
absolutely love to shout with the rest of my church family, “Hail, hail the Word 
made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary!” But my favorite Christmas hymn may be 
the one that refers to both the first and second comings of Jesus. It’s Isaac Watts’ 
rendition of Psalm : “Joy to the World.” 
Nothing has become more associated with Christmas celebration than singing, 
and nothing is more appropriate. In Psalm  we are repeatedly commanded to 
sing fresh songs of joyful praise to the Lord because of His gracious and marvelous 
acts of salvation. But why are we commanded to sing? Why not just think about 
them? Why not write about them? Why must we sing?
There’s something about singing that lets us confess truth beautifully, memorably, 
joyfully, and (when we’re gathered with others) corporately. Take a minute to 
consider the dynamic power that music can give to words. Jim Boice reflected on 
the fact that even the praise in heaven is musical. He wrote, 

Isn’t it interesting that heaven’s worship is expressed in words set to music, in 
words that are sung? This is more than interesting, of course. It is important, for 
music is a gift from God that allows us to express our deepest heart responses to 
God and his truth in meaningful and memorable ways. It is a case of our hearts 
joining with our minds to say, ‘Yes! Yes! Yes!’ to the truths we are embracing. 
(from The Life of James Montgomery Boice: 1938–2000)

I love that! We sing to let our hearts say, “Yes! Yes! Yes!” to the truths that our 
minds are embracing. So, the psalmist commands us sing joyfully to God (vv. 
–); to use instruments—including our voices (vv. –); and to join all creation 
in singing to our worthy God (vv. –). Amidst all of these commands to sing 
are two reasons why. We should sing glad praise to God because He is such a 
wonderful Savior and because He is coming to bring justice on earth. Of course, 
the marvelous Savior and mighty Judge is Jesus, God the Son! 
Jesus came as the marvelous Savior. God displayed His covenant-keeping 
love and saving power most marvelously when He sent His Son to be born in 
Bethlehem, to die as the sacrificial Lamb, and to rise again as the mighty Lion. 
Any aspect of the Savior’s marvelous first coming should compel you to sing.
Jesus is coming as the mighty Judge. The way things are is not the way they’ll 
always be. King Jesus will return to earth, bringing perfect justice and peace. How 
should you respond when you consider that the Judge is at hand? Sing with joy.
Consider Jesus, and obey Psalm . If you have trusted God’s marvelous salvation 
that King Jesus accomplished in His first coming, and if you are eagerly awaiting 
the Judge’s return, then sing. Right now. Stop reading this book, pick a song of 
praise, and sing it with fresh joy to the Lord. Don’t just sing it in your head; use 
your voice. As Boice put it, let your heart join with your mind in saying, “Yes! Yes! 
Yes!” to gospel truth. Nothing is more appropriate to express your love for Jesus’ 
incarnation and your longing for His return than joyful singing. 
Let the gospel compel you to sing with joy. Right now.—JOE

DAY 23 Proofs that Jesus is God READ JOHN 1:19–51

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.    JOHN   :

The doctrine of the incarnation teaches that God took on human flesh. That’s the 
foundation of Christianity, and it is taught with unmistakable clarity. The Gospel 
of John in particular was written to provide proofs of Jesus’ deity, as John :
makes clear. John’s Gospel commences by audaciously quoting Genesis : and 
saying it was about Jesus: “In the beginning.” John : goes on to say that Jesus 
(the Word) “was God.” Jehovah’s Witnesses will object that the verse says that the 
Word was “a god,” not God. They’re wrong! But make no mistake—the deity of 
Christ is taught throughout the book, not only in its first verse. 
Jesus has the attributes of God. John emphasizes that Jesus has attributes that only 
God possesses. Jesus is eternal. He was “in the beginning” (:–). Before coming 
to earth, He was in heaven (:). He existed “before Abraham,” though Abraham 
lived two millennia before the incarnation (:–). Jesus is also omniscient. He 
knew what Philip had done, though He wasn’t there (:). He knew people’s 
thoughts and motives without their speaking (:–). He knew the Samaritan 
woman’s marital history, although they had just met (:–, ). Again and 
again, Jesus showed divine knowledge. Finally, Jesus is omnipotent. He created all 
things (:). He did miracles—things impossible to men and which proved His 
divine power. Most importantly, He showed His omnipotence by rising from the 
dead, taking up the life He had voluntarily laid down (:–). 
Jesus exercises the prerogatives of God. Jesus claimed the rights that belong to 
God, not men. He could give life (:; :; :–; :). He was the object 
of faith (:; :; :–; :; especially :). He received worship (:).
He claimed glory equal with God’s (:; :; :; :; :, ). He claimed 
that He would execute divine judgment (:, ). Perhaps most memorably, Jesus 
claimed the prerogative to forgive sins (:; Mark :–). The Jews would rightly 
say no one can forgive sins but God—and they were right! But Jesus is God.
Jesus is called by the titles of God. John : begins by saying, “the Word was God.” 
Throughout the rest of the book, He is repeatedly called the Son of God (:;
:)—indeed, the “only Son of God” (:, ). His favorite self-designation 
was Son of Man (:; :; :; :). This clearly teaches Jesus’ humanity. But 
it is a Messianic, divine title from Daniel :–, proving Jesus’ deity. Finally, 
He repeatedly uses the name I AM to refer to Himself, both in the famous “I am” 
illustrations (the Bread of Life, the Good Shepherd, etc.) and in intentional uses 
of the name of Jehovah as His own (:; :). John unmistakably applies Isaiah’s 
statements about Jehovah to Jesus (: and Isaiah :; :– and Isaiah ).
Jesus claims to be God, and others claim that He is God. On multiple occasions, 
Jesus Himself made outright claims to be God. He called God His Father, and 
the Jews rightly saw this as a claim to deity (:, –). Perhaps most overtly, 
He said that those who had seen Him had seen the Father (:–). In addition, 
those who saw and heard Jesus called Him God, and Jesus never corrected them. 
John the Baptist called Him “the Lamb of God” (:) and “the Son of God” 
(:). Nathanael said to Jesus, “You are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” (:). Martha affirmed her belief that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of 
God” (:). At the climax of the entire book, skeptical Thomas saw the risen 
Christ and confessed, “My Lord and my God!” (:).
Jesus is fully man and fully God. The Bible proves it. Do you believe it?
Let the gospel convince you and save you.—CHRIS

DAY 25 The Nativity  READ LUKE 2:1–7

She gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger.    
LUKE   :

According to Jesus, the entire Old Testament was a preparation and prediction of 
His coming to earth on a divine rescue mission (Luke :, ). God’s people 
awaited the Messiah’s arrival for millennia. It is surprising, therefore, that the birth 
of Christ is told with such understated simplicity in the four Gospels. Indeed, 
only Matthew and Luke speak of Christ’s birth at all. And they do so only in their 
first two chapters—most of which are devoted to lineages and backstories. 
Matthew spends only one verse on Jesus’ actual birth, and even that statement 
is almost an aside: “[Joseph] knew her not until she had given birth to a son” 
(:). Luke, “the beloved physician,” doesn’t give much more information. He 
devotes just two verses to Jesus’ birth—one less than he gave to Caesar’s decree 
(:–)! But what those two verses record is magnificent:

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (:–)

Amazing. Awe-inspiring. The Creator of the universe was born as a baby. He 
was wrapped in a blanket, just like millions of infants before and billions since. 
He was born in a barn—a lack of ease and welcome that foreshadowed a lack 
of reception by the world at large. The God Whom heaven cannot contain was 
born in a cattle stall. It’s stunning!
The rest of the New Testament points us back to the cross as our hope of salvation, 
not to the manger. The Gospels themselves focus chapters on Jesus’ death and 
only verses on His birth. What happened in Bethlehem was the beginning of 
Jesus’ mission and not the climax of it. But, simple as it was, it was one of the 
great events in human history. God became one of us! 

The voice of God that called forth light
Now cries into the starry night.
The One Who shouted, “Let there be!”
Now coos and whimpers helplessly.
For God has taken human flesh
To rid this broken world of death.
The hands of God that fashioned man,
Now wrap around His mother’s hand.
The One Who flung the stars in space
Now stretches for His mother’s face.
For God has come to Bethlehem
To save our broken souls from sin.
The very God Who never sleeps
Now slumbers with the cows and sheep.
The One Whom heaven cannot hold
Now snuggles warm in swaddled clothes.
For God Himself is born on earth
To bring our broken hearts rebirth.

Let the gospel move you to astonished wonder at the miracle of the incarnation.—
CHRIS

DAY 26 The Angels’ Announcements READ LUKE 2:8–14

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them.    LUKE   :

Angels may be decorative in nativity scenes and Christmas programs, but they 
played vital roles in the arrival of our Savior. The term angel means messenger, 
and the messages they delivered were glorious!
Gabriel announced to Zechariah the conception of John the Baptist (Luke 
1:8–23). Of all the angelic messages this one may be least significant, but it’s still 
amazing! After four centuries without divine revelation—often called “the silent 
years”—God had a word for the world: John is coming, because Jesus is coming!
Gabriel announced to Mary the conception and deity of Jesus (Luke 1:26–38).
Six months after appearing to Zechariah, Gabriel delivered a more important, 
more miraculous message. Think of it! Gabriel was privileged to share the news 
of Mary’s Holy-Spirit-wrought conception (vv. , ). He was privileged to be 
the first to speak the name of the Messiah: “Jesus” (v. )! He was privileged to 
announce that Jesus was—amazingly!—both “the Son of the Most High” and the 
Son of “his father David” (v. ). He was privileged to say that this seemingly 
normal baby boy “will be called holy—the Son of God” (v. )!
An unnamed angel announced to Joseph that he would care for the Messiah 
(Matthew 1:20–21; 2:13–15). Joseph was assured that Mary had been pure and 
that the Holy Spirit was responsible for her pregnancy. This Baby would be named 
Jesus—which means “the Lord saves”—because He is the One Who would save 
His people from their sins (:). Joseph was the Messiah’s earthly father, and 
he was commanded to care for the Baby. Joseph obeyed the angel’s commands 
(:–), just as he would later heed the angel’s command to take Mary and the 
Child to Egypt, out of Herod’s and harm’s way (:–).
An unnamed angel announced to the shepherds the Savior’s birth (Luke 2:8–
12). Imagine being in a dark, quiet field, surrounded by nothing but sheep—then 
having the sky literally explode into a display of heavenly glory! Imagine sheep 
giving way to angels—first one, then a multitude! The shepherds were terrified!
The pounding of their hearts quieted only slightly when the angel told them 
not to fear (easier said than done!). The message he brought was “good news of 
great joy for all people” (v. ). Then came the announcement with a seemingly 
impossible combination of information: the One born was the promised Savior;
the Baby in swaddling clothes was the Lord; the manger held the Messiah (vv. 
–). The angel’s news was that God and man had been merged in the birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! Good news indeed!
A multitude of angels announced to the world that Jesus’ birth showed the 
glory and grace of God (2:13–14). We’re not told that the angels absolutely 
sang—but it sure makes sense that such a glorious message would have been set 
to music! “Glory to God in the Highest”—Gloria in excelsis Deo! God’s glory was 
shown not only in the cosmic display of the power of creation, but even more 
in the humility and frailty of the Creator becoming a baby to save the world. 
As John : says, “We beheld his glory!” The lesser known part of the angelic 
anthem—“and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased”—is no less 
important. The event that brought glory to God also brought grace to men, not 
because they deserved it, but because God was showing them unmerited favor. 
He was “pleased” with them in spite of themselves. Jesus has brought glory to 
God and grace to men. Just like the angels said.
Let the gospel make you an eager proclaimer of Jesus’ glory and grace.—CHRIS



DAY 25 The Nativity  READ LUKE 2:1–7

She gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger.    
LUKE   :

According to Jesus, the entire Old Testament was a preparation and prediction of 
His coming to earth on a divine rescue mission (Luke :, ). God’s people 
awaited the Messiah’s arrival for millennia. It is surprising, therefore, that the birth 
of Christ is told with such understated simplicity in the four Gospels. Indeed, 
only Matthew and Luke speak of Christ’s birth at all. And they do so only in their 
first two chapters—most of which are devoted to lineages and backstories. 
Matthew spends only one verse on Jesus’ actual birth, and even that statement 
is almost an aside: “[Joseph] knew her not until she had given birth to a son” 
(:). Luke, “the beloved physician,” doesn’t give much more information. He 
devotes just two verses to Jesus’ birth—one less than he gave to Caesar’s decree 
(:–)! But what those two verses record is magnificent:

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (:–)

Amazing. Awe-inspiring. The Creator of the universe was born as a baby. He 
was wrapped in a blanket, just like millions of infants before and billions since. 
He was born in a barn—a lack of ease and welcome that foreshadowed a lack 
of reception by the world at large. The God Whom heaven cannot contain was 
born in a cattle stall. It’s stunning!
The rest of the New Testament points us back to the cross as our hope of salvation, 
not to the manger. The Gospels themselves focus chapters on Jesus’ death and 
only verses on His birth. What happened in Bethlehem was the beginning of 
Jesus’ mission and not the climax of it. But, simple as it was, it was one of the 
great events in human history. God became one of us! 

The voice of God that called forth light
Now cries into the starry night.
The One Who shouted, “Let there be!”
Now coos and whimpers helplessly.
For God has taken human flesh
To rid this broken world of death.
The hands of God that fashioned man,
Now wrap around His mother’s hand.
The One Who flung the stars in space
Now stretches for His mother’s face.
For God has come to Bethlehem
To save our broken souls from sin.
The very God Who never sleeps
Now slumbers with the cows and sheep.
The One Whom heaven cannot hold
Now snuggles warm in swaddled clothes.
For God Himself is born on earth
To bring our broken hearts rebirth.

Let the gospel move you to astonished wonder at the miracle of the incarnation.—
CHRIS

DAY 26 The Angels’ Announcements READ LUKE 2:8–14

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them.    LUKE   :

Angels may be decorative in nativity scenes and Christmas programs, but they 
played vital roles in the arrival of our Savior. The term angel means messenger, 
and the messages they delivered were glorious!
Gabriel announced to Zechariah the conception of John the Baptist (Luke 
1:8–23). Of all the angelic messages this one may be least significant, but it’s still 
amazing! After four centuries without divine revelation—often called “the silent 
years”—God had a word for the world: John is coming, because Jesus is coming!
Gabriel announced to Mary the conception and deity of Jesus (Luke 1:26–38).
Six months after appearing to Zechariah, Gabriel delivered a more important, 
more miraculous message. Think of it! Gabriel was privileged to share the news 
of Mary’s Holy-Spirit-wrought conception (vv. , ). He was privileged to be 
the first to speak the name of the Messiah: “Jesus” (v. )! He was privileged to 
announce that Jesus was—amazingly!—both “the Son of the Most High” and the 
Son of “his father David” (v. ). He was privileged to say that this seemingly 
normal baby boy “will be called holy—the Son of God” (v. )!
An unnamed angel announced to Joseph that he would care for the Messiah 
(Matthew 1:20–21; 2:13–15). Joseph was assured that Mary had been pure and 
that the Holy Spirit was responsible for her pregnancy. This Baby would be named 
Jesus—which means “the Lord saves”—because He is the One Who would save 
His people from their sins (:). Joseph was the Messiah’s earthly father, and 
he was commanded to care for the Baby. Joseph obeyed the angel’s commands 
(:–), just as he would later heed the angel’s command to take Mary and the 
Child to Egypt, out of Herod’s and harm’s way (:–).
An unnamed angel announced to the shepherds the Savior’s birth (Luke 2:8–
12). Imagine being in a dark, quiet field, surrounded by nothing but sheep—then 
having the sky literally explode into a display of heavenly glory! Imagine sheep 
giving way to angels—first one, then a multitude! The shepherds were terrified!
The pounding of their hearts quieted only slightly when the angel told them 
not to fear (easier said than done!). The message he brought was “good news of 
great joy for all people” (v. ). Then came the announcement with a seemingly 
impossible combination of information: the One born was the promised Savior;
the Baby in swaddling clothes was the Lord; the manger held the Messiah (vv. 
–). The angel’s news was that God and man had been merged in the birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! Good news indeed!
A multitude of angels announced to the world that Jesus’ birth showed the 
glory and grace of God (2:13–14). We’re not told that the angels absolutely 
sang—but it sure makes sense that such a glorious message would have been set 
to music! “Glory to God in the Highest”—Gloria in excelsis Deo! God’s glory was 
shown not only in the cosmic display of the power of creation, but even more 
in the humility and frailty of the Creator becoming a baby to save the world. 
As John : says, “We beheld his glory!” The lesser known part of the angelic 
anthem—“and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased”—is no less 
important. The event that brought glory to God also brought grace to men, not 
because they deserved it, but because God was showing them unmerited favor. 
He was “pleased” with them in spite of themselves. Jesus has brought glory to 
God and grace to men. Just like the angels said.
Let the gospel make you an eager proclaimer of Jesus’ glory and grace.—CHRIS

DAY 27 A Fulfilled Life  READ LUKE 2:21–39

Now you are letting your servant depart in peace . . . for my eyes have seen your salvation.
LUKE   :–

We naturally seek fulfillment in the wrong places. We imagine that we’ll find 
a fulfilled life in our productivity, vacations, marriage, success, weight loss, job 
change, wealth, children, grandchildren, move, retirement, and/or popularity. 
But none of these inherently good things will fulfill us because none of them can.
There’s only one thing in life that can allow us to say when we’re on our deathbed, 
“Now I can die in peace.” Simeon teaches us that fulfillment is experienced only 
when we personally come to see that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s chosen King—
that the Infant in the manger is the world’s long-awaited Messiah. Consider 
these three lessons from Simeon’s encounter with the infant Jesus.
Discerning that the infant Jesus is God’s Messiah only happens by the Spirit 
(vv. 25–28). Luke emphasizes that God the Spirit was continually “upon” 
Simeon (v. ), that the Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he’d not die until 
he saw God’s Messiah (v. ), and that the Spirit led Simeon to the temple on 
this particular day, at this very hour (v. ). So if you ask, “How did Simeon 
recognize this forty-day-old infant as God’s chosen King?” Luke answers: “Only 
by God the Spirit.” It’s the same for anyone else. How does an individual come 
to personally embrace Jesus as God-come-to-save? Only as God’s Spirit removes 
the blindness that covers his or her heart. The Spirit’s job is to glorify Jesus (John 
:). So, wherever we find someone worshiping Jesus of Nazareth as God-
come-to-save, we can be certain that the Spirit has been at work. 
Seeing Jesus as God’s Messiah is the ultimate satisfaction in life (vv. 29–32).
Simeon actually held Jesus in his arms. When he did, he essentially exclaimed, “I 
can’t believe it! I’m holding God’s salvation plan in my arms. My eyes are actually 
looking at the glorious King Who will save the nations!” This experience was 
so deeply satisfying for Simeon that he could say: “Now I’m ready to die.” God 
doesn’t promise us (like He had promised Simeon) that we’ll get to physically see 
Jesus before we die. But God does promise everyone who follows King Jesus that 
we will see His face and live in His presence after we die, and forever! To know 
and love and see the Lord is what we were made for. So the only way we can 
die in peace is if we have embraced the gospel by faith and if we are confident 
that very soon we are going to see the King with our very eyes. (Consider Job 
:–; Psalm :; Isaiah :;  Corinthians :–; Philippians :; 
Thessalonians :–;  John :; Revelation :.) To personally trust Jesus now 
and to eventually see Him face to face is eternal satisfaction. As Jonathan Edwards 
preached in , “The enjoyment of God is the only happiness with which our 
souls can be satisfied. . . . Why should we set our hearts on anything else, but that 
which is our proper end and true happiness?” (“The Christian Pilgrim”).
Following God’s Messiah will involve sorrow now (vv. 34–35). From Simeon’s 
words on this best-day-of-his-life occasion, we learn that Jesus would expose 
people’s selfishness (especially religious people’s selfishness), that many would 
reject Jesus, and that Jesus’ own mother would endure extreme pain as she watched 
this rejection. All of us must remember that embracing Jesus as the Messiah has a 
hard side. Following Him won’t often feel fulfilling. But we must count the cost 
and choose to follow Him, knowing that in Jesus we have found life itself. 
Let the fulfillment of embracing the gospel keep you from looking elsewhere for 
fulfilment in life.—JOE

DAY 28 The Humble Beginning READ ISAIAH 11

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
I SAIAH   :

Isaiah’s prophecy is thoroughly Messianic. He sets down with amazing detail the 
virgin birth of Immanuel, Messiah’s humble ministry, His vicarious death, His 
resurrection, and His return and righteous rule. Particularly in chapters –, the 
prophet advances the revelation of God’s promise of the coming Savior in three 
remarkable texts, a trilogy of Messianic prophecies that highlight the Messiah’s 
miraculous birth, His royal character, and His work. Together they sum up the 
essence of the gospel, the great mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the 
flesh in the person of Immanuel. The whole of chapter  gives a panoramic 
overview of the Messiah, beginning with His appearance (vv. –), continuing 
with a description of the idyllic peace of the Messianic age (vv. –), and ending 
with a depiction of His saving work in terms of a Second Exodus (vv. –).
Isaiah :, particularly, is the Christmas text focusing on the humble origin and 
life of the Messiah Who appeared in the fullness of time when all seemed to be 
hopeless. Isaiah uses the titles Rod and Branch to refer to Immanuel. Both words 
refer to a sprig or suckling branch that springs up in unexpected places rather 
than to large boughs on strong trees. The suckling is that extraneous growth that 
is normally regarded as worthless, something to be removed and discarded, or 
something that sprouts up from the stump of a tree that has been cut down. This 
gives a remarkable image of the Messiah’s humiliation and humble origins. 
In chapter  Isaiah had revealed that this Branch would sprout in a kingless land. 
Indeed, when Christ came, it appeared that the dynasty of David had fallen and 
become defunct. There was no appearance of royal life in David’s line and no heir 
apparent to the throne. But from the stump of David’s house, a Sprout appeared, 
giving evidence of life and the certainty of God’s unfailing promise of David’s 
royal Seed. What an unpretentious and humble beginning for the King of kings! 
Beyond describing the latent life in David’s line, the certainty of God’s unfailing 
promise, and the humility of Christ’s earthly origins, the terms rod and branch
signify the humility of Christ’s earthly life. Interestingly, the term branch that 
Isaiah uses here is not the same word that occurs elsewhere as a Messianic title 
(Isaiah :; Jeremiah :; :; Zechariah :; :). Isaiah : is most likely 
the primary reference for Matthew’s statement that Christ was called a “Nazarene” 
because He lived in Nazareth in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (Matthew 
:). Since the city of Nazareth is not mentioned anywhere in the Old Testament, 
Matthew’s statement must mean something other than a geographical reference. 
The Hebrew word for branch is netser and is an obvious sound play on the Greek 
word Nazareth. Nazareth was a despised place; even Nathanael was skeptical that 
anything good could ever come from there (John :). So Matthew made a 
play on words, saying that Christ’s living in Nazareth (a despised village) was a 
manifestation of Messiah’s being a netser— a sprig that is generally unwanted. 
From heaven’s glory God sent His Son to be born in a barn, to a poor family of 
David’s moribund line, and to live in a humble and despised village. The path 
of Jesus’ humiliation led from Bethlehem’s barn to insignificant Nazareth to 
shameful Calvary. There is little wonder why Paul calls the incarnation the great 
“mystery of godliness” ( Timothy :). God was manifest in lowly flesh to obey 
humbly as a servant all the way to the death of the cross. 
Let the gospel, “the mystery of godliness,” be “great” in your esteem.—MICHAEL



DAY 25 The Nativity  READ LUKE 2:1–7

She gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger.    
LUKE   :

According to Jesus, the entire Old Testament was a preparation and prediction of 
His coming to earth on a divine rescue mission (Luke :, ). God’s people 
awaited the Messiah’s arrival for millennia. It is surprising, therefore, that the birth 
of Christ is told with such understated simplicity in the four Gospels. Indeed, 
only Matthew and Luke speak of Christ’s birth at all. And they do so only in their 
first two chapters—most of which are devoted to lineages and backstories. 
Matthew spends only one verse on Jesus’ actual birth, and even that statement 
is almost an aside: “[Joseph] knew her not until she had given birth to a son” 
(:). Luke, “the beloved physician,” doesn’t give much more information. He 
devotes just two verses to Jesus’ birth—one less than he gave to Caesar’s decree 
(:–)! But what those two verses record is magnificent:

And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. (:–)

Amazing. Awe-inspiring. The Creator of the universe was born as a baby. He 
was wrapped in a blanket, just like millions of infants before and billions since. 
He was born in a barn—a lack of ease and welcome that foreshadowed a lack 
of reception by the world at large. The God Whom heaven cannot contain was 
born in a cattle stall. It’s stunning!
The rest of the New Testament points us back to the cross as our hope of salvation, 
not to the manger. The Gospels themselves focus chapters on Jesus’ death and 
only verses on His birth. What happened in Bethlehem was the beginning of 
Jesus’ mission and not the climax of it. But, simple as it was, it was one of the 
great events in human history. God became one of us! 

The voice of God that called forth light
Now cries into the starry night.
The One Who shouted, “Let there be!”
Now coos and whimpers helplessly.
For God has taken human flesh
To rid this broken world of death.
The hands of God that fashioned man,
Now wrap around His mother’s hand.
The One Who flung the stars in space
Now stretches for His mother’s face.
For God has come to Bethlehem
To save our broken souls from sin.
The very God Who never sleeps
Now slumbers with the cows and sheep.
The One Whom heaven cannot hold
Now snuggles warm in swaddled clothes.
For God Himself is born on earth
To bring our broken hearts rebirth.

Let the gospel move you to astonished wonder at the miracle of the incarnation.—
CHRIS

DAY 26 The Angels’ Announcements READ LUKE 2:8–14

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them.    LUKE   :

Angels may be decorative in nativity scenes and Christmas programs, but they 
played vital roles in the arrival of our Savior. The term angel means messenger, 
and the messages they delivered were glorious!
Gabriel announced to Zechariah the conception of John the Baptist (Luke 
1:8–23). Of all the angelic messages this one may be least significant, but it’s still 
amazing! After four centuries without divine revelation—often called “the silent 
years”—God had a word for the world: John is coming, because Jesus is coming!
Gabriel announced to Mary the conception and deity of Jesus (Luke 1:26–38).
Six months after appearing to Zechariah, Gabriel delivered a more important, 
more miraculous message. Think of it! Gabriel was privileged to share the news 
of Mary’s Holy-Spirit-wrought conception (vv. , ). He was privileged to be 
the first to speak the name of the Messiah: “Jesus” (v. )! He was privileged to 
announce that Jesus was—amazingly!—both “the Son of the Most High” and the 
Son of “his father David” (v. ). He was privileged to say that this seemingly 
normal baby boy “will be called holy—the Son of God” (v. )!
An unnamed angel announced to Joseph that he would care for the Messiah 
(Matthew 1:20–21; 2:13–15). Joseph was assured that Mary had been pure and 
that the Holy Spirit was responsible for her pregnancy. This Baby would be named 
Jesus—which means “the Lord saves”—because He is the One Who would save 
His people from their sins (:). Joseph was the Messiah’s earthly father, and 
he was commanded to care for the Baby. Joseph obeyed the angel’s commands 
(:–), just as he would later heed the angel’s command to take Mary and the 
Child to Egypt, out of Herod’s and harm’s way (:–).
An unnamed angel announced to the shepherds the Savior’s birth (Luke 2:8–
12). Imagine being in a dark, quiet field, surrounded by nothing but sheep—then 
having the sky literally explode into a display of heavenly glory! Imagine sheep 
giving way to angels—first one, then a multitude! The shepherds were terrified!
The pounding of their hearts quieted only slightly when the angel told them 
not to fear (easier said than done!). The message he brought was “good news of 
great joy for all people” (v. ). Then came the announcement with a seemingly 
impossible combination of information: the One born was the promised Savior;
the Baby in swaddling clothes was the Lord; the manger held the Messiah (vv. 
–). The angel’s news was that God and man had been merged in the birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ! Good news indeed!
A multitude of angels announced to the world that Jesus’ birth showed the 
glory and grace of God (2:13–14). We’re not told that the angels absolutely 
sang—but it sure makes sense that such a glorious message would have been set 
to music! “Glory to God in the Highest”—Gloria in excelsis Deo! God’s glory was 
shown not only in the cosmic display of the power of creation, but even more 
in the humility and frailty of the Creator becoming a baby to save the world. 
As John : says, “We beheld his glory!” The lesser known part of the angelic 
anthem—“and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased”—is no less 
important. The event that brought glory to God also brought grace to men, not 
because they deserved it, but because God was showing them unmerited favor. 
He was “pleased” with them in spite of themselves. Jesus has brought glory to 
God and grace to men. Just like the angels said.
Let the gospel make you an eager proclaimer of Jesus’ glory and grace.—CHRIS

DAY 27 A Fulfilled Life  READ LUKE 2:21–39

Now you are letting your servant depart in peace . . . for my eyes have seen your salvation.
LUKE   :–

We naturally seek fulfillment in the wrong places. We imagine that we’ll find 
a fulfilled life in our productivity, vacations, marriage, success, weight loss, job 
change, wealth, children, grandchildren, move, retirement, and/or popularity. 
But none of these inherently good things will fulfill us because none of them can.
There’s only one thing in life that can allow us to say when we’re on our deathbed, 
“Now I can die in peace.” Simeon teaches us that fulfillment is experienced only 
when we personally come to see that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s chosen King—
that the Infant in the manger is the world’s long-awaited Messiah. Consider 
these three lessons from Simeon’s encounter with the infant Jesus.
Discerning that the infant Jesus is God’s Messiah only happens by the Spirit 
(vv. 25–28). Luke emphasizes that God the Spirit was continually “upon” 
Simeon (v. ), that the Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he’d not die until 
he saw God’s Messiah (v. ), and that the Spirit led Simeon to the temple on 
this particular day, at this very hour (v. ). So if you ask, “How did Simeon 
recognize this forty-day-old infant as God’s chosen King?” Luke answers: “Only 
by God the Spirit.” It’s the same for anyone else. How does an individual come 
to personally embrace Jesus as God-come-to-save? Only as God’s Spirit removes 
the blindness that covers his or her heart. The Spirit’s job is to glorify Jesus (John 
:). So, wherever we find someone worshiping Jesus of Nazareth as God-
come-to-save, we can be certain that the Spirit has been at work. 
Seeing Jesus as God’s Messiah is the ultimate satisfaction in life (vv. 29–32).
Simeon actually held Jesus in his arms. When he did, he essentially exclaimed, “I 
can’t believe it! I’m holding God’s salvation plan in my arms. My eyes are actually 
looking at the glorious King Who will save the nations!” This experience was 
so deeply satisfying for Simeon that he could say: “Now I’m ready to die.” God 
doesn’t promise us (like He had promised Simeon) that we’ll get to physically see 
Jesus before we die. But God does promise everyone who follows King Jesus that 
we will see His face and live in His presence after we die, and forever! To know 
and love and see the Lord is what we were made for. So the only way we can 
die in peace is if we have embraced the gospel by faith and if we are confident 
that very soon we are going to see the King with our very eyes. (Consider Job 
:–; Psalm :; Isaiah :;  Corinthians :–; Philippians :; 
Thessalonians :–;  John :; Revelation :.) To personally trust Jesus now 
and to eventually see Him face to face is eternal satisfaction. As Jonathan Edwards 
preached in , “The enjoyment of God is the only happiness with which our 
souls can be satisfied. . . . Why should we set our hearts on anything else, but that 
which is our proper end and true happiness?” (“The Christian Pilgrim”).
Following God’s Messiah will involve sorrow now (vv. 34–35). From Simeon’s 
words on this best-day-of-his-life occasion, we learn that Jesus would expose 
people’s selfishness (especially religious people’s selfishness), that many would 
reject Jesus, and that Jesus’ own mother would endure extreme pain as she watched 
this rejection. All of us must remember that embracing Jesus as the Messiah has a 
hard side. Following Him won’t often feel fulfilling. But we must count the cost 
and choose to follow Him, knowing that in Jesus we have found life itself. 
Let the fulfillment of embracing the gospel keep you from looking elsewhere for 
fulfilment in life.—JOE

DAY 28 The Humble Beginning READ ISAIAH 11

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
I SAIAH   :

Isaiah’s prophecy is thoroughly Messianic. He sets down with amazing detail the 
virgin birth of Immanuel, Messiah’s humble ministry, His vicarious death, His 
resurrection, and His return and righteous rule. Particularly in chapters –, the 
prophet advances the revelation of God’s promise of the coming Savior in three 
remarkable texts, a trilogy of Messianic prophecies that highlight the Messiah’s 
miraculous birth, His royal character, and His work. Together they sum up the 
essence of the gospel, the great mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the 
flesh in the person of Immanuel. The whole of chapter  gives a panoramic 
overview of the Messiah, beginning with His appearance (vv. –), continuing 
with a description of the idyllic peace of the Messianic age (vv. –), and ending 
with a depiction of His saving work in terms of a Second Exodus (vv. –).
Isaiah :, particularly, is the Christmas text focusing on the humble origin and 
life of the Messiah Who appeared in the fullness of time when all seemed to be 
hopeless. Isaiah uses the titles Rod and Branch to refer to Immanuel. Both words 
refer to a sprig or suckling branch that springs up in unexpected places rather 
than to large boughs on strong trees. The suckling is that extraneous growth that 
is normally regarded as worthless, something to be removed and discarded, or 
something that sprouts up from the stump of a tree that has been cut down. This 
gives a remarkable image of the Messiah’s humiliation and humble origins. 
In chapter  Isaiah had revealed that this Branch would sprout in a kingless land. 
Indeed, when Christ came, it appeared that the dynasty of David had fallen and 
become defunct. There was no appearance of royal life in David’s line and no heir 
apparent to the throne. But from the stump of David’s house, a Sprout appeared, 
giving evidence of life and the certainty of God’s unfailing promise of David’s 
royal Seed. What an unpretentious and humble beginning for the King of kings! 
Beyond describing the latent life in David’s line, the certainty of God’s unfailing 
promise, and the humility of Christ’s earthly origins, the terms rod and branch
signify the humility of Christ’s earthly life. Interestingly, the term branch that 
Isaiah uses here is not the same word that occurs elsewhere as a Messianic title 
(Isaiah :; Jeremiah :; :; Zechariah :; :). Isaiah : is most likely 
the primary reference for Matthew’s statement that Christ was called a “Nazarene” 
because He lived in Nazareth in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (Matthew 
:). Since the city of Nazareth is not mentioned anywhere in the Old Testament, 
Matthew’s statement must mean something other than a geographical reference. 
The Hebrew word for branch is netser and is an obvious sound play on the Greek 
word Nazareth. Nazareth was a despised place; even Nathanael was skeptical that 
anything good could ever come from there (John :). So Matthew made a 
play on words, saying that Christ’s living in Nazareth (a despised village) was a 
manifestation of Messiah’s being a netser— a sprig that is generally unwanted. 
From heaven’s glory God sent His Son to be born in a barn, to a poor family of 
David’s moribund line, and to live in a humble and despised village. The path 
of Jesus’ humiliation led from Bethlehem’s barn to insignificant Nazareth to 
shameful Calvary. There is little wonder why Paul calls the incarnation the great 
“mystery of godliness” ( Timothy :). God was manifest in lowly flesh to obey 
humbly as a servant all the way to the death of the cross. 
Let the gospel, “the mystery of godliness,” be “great” in your esteem.—MICHAEL



DAY 27 A Fulfilled Life  READ LUKE 2:21–39

Now you are letting your servant depart in peace . . . for my eyes have seen your salvation.
LUKE   :–

We naturally seek fulfillment in the wrong places. We imagine that we’ll find 
a fulfilled life in our productivity, vacations, marriage, success, weight loss, job 
change, wealth, children, grandchildren, move, retirement, and/or popularity. 
But none of these inherently good things will fulfill us because none of them can.
There’s only one thing in life that can allow us to say when we’re on our deathbed, 
“Now I can die in peace.” Simeon teaches us that fulfillment is experienced only 
when we personally come to see that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s chosen King—
that the Infant in the manger is the world’s long-awaited Messiah. Consider 
these three lessons from Simeon’s encounter with the infant Jesus.
Discerning that the infant Jesus is God’s Messiah only happens by the Spirit 
(vv. 25–28). Luke emphasizes that God the Spirit was continually “upon” 
Simeon (v. ), that the Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he’d not die until 
he saw God’s Messiah (v. ), and that the Spirit led Simeon to the temple on 
this particular day, at this very hour (v. ). So if you ask, “How did Simeon 
recognize this forty-day-old infant as God’s chosen King?” Luke answers: “Only 
by God the Spirit.” It’s the same for anyone else. How does an individual come 
to personally embrace Jesus as God-come-to-save? Only as God’s Spirit removes 
the blindness that covers his or her heart. The Spirit’s job is to glorify Jesus (John 
:). So, wherever we find someone worshiping Jesus of Nazareth as God-
come-to-save, we can be certain that the Spirit has been at work. 
Seeing Jesus as God’s Messiah is the ultimate satisfaction in life (vv. 29–32).
Simeon actually held Jesus in his arms. When he did, he essentially exclaimed, “I 
can’t believe it! I’m holding God’s salvation plan in my arms. My eyes are actually 
looking at the glorious King Who will save the nations!” This experience was 
so deeply satisfying for Simeon that he could say: “Now I’m ready to die.” God 
doesn’t promise us (like He had promised Simeon) that we’ll get to physically see 
Jesus before we die. But God does promise everyone who follows King Jesus that 
we will see His face and live in His presence after we die, and forever! To know 
and love and see the Lord is what we were made for. So the only way we can 
die in peace is if we have embraced the gospel by faith and if we are confident 
that very soon we are going to see the King with our very eyes. (Consider Job 
:–; Psalm :; Isaiah :;  Corinthians :–; Philippians :; 
Thessalonians :–;  John :; Revelation :.) To personally trust Jesus now 
and to eventually see Him face to face is eternal satisfaction. As Jonathan Edwards 
preached in , “The enjoyment of God is the only happiness with which our 
souls can be satisfied. . . . Why should we set our hearts on anything else, but that 
which is our proper end and true happiness?” (“The Christian Pilgrim”).
Following God’s Messiah will involve sorrow now (vv. 34–35). From Simeon’s 
words on this best-day-of-his-life occasion, we learn that Jesus would expose 
people’s selfishness (especially religious people’s selfishness), that many would 
reject Jesus, and that Jesus’ own mother would endure extreme pain as she watched 
this rejection. All of us must remember that embracing Jesus as the Messiah has a 
hard side. Following Him won’t often feel fulfilling. But we must count the cost 
and choose to follow Him, knowing that in Jesus we have found life itself. 
Let the fulfillment of embracing the gospel keep you from looking elsewhere for 
fulfilment in life.—JOE

DAY 28 The Humble Beginning READ ISAIAH 11

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
I SAIAH   :

Isaiah’s prophecy is thoroughly Messianic. He sets down with amazing detail the 
virgin birth of Immanuel, Messiah’s humble ministry, His vicarious death, His 
resurrection, and His return and righteous rule. Particularly in chapters –, the 
prophet advances the revelation of God’s promise of the coming Savior in three 
remarkable texts, a trilogy of Messianic prophecies that highlight the Messiah’s 
miraculous birth, His royal character, and His work. Together they sum up the 
essence of the gospel, the great mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the 
flesh in the person of Immanuel. The whole of chapter  gives a panoramic 
overview of the Messiah, beginning with His appearance (vv. –), continuing 
with a description of the idyllic peace of the Messianic age (vv. –), and ending 
with a depiction of His saving work in terms of a Second Exodus (vv. –).
Isaiah :, particularly, is the Christmas text focusing on the humble origin and 
life of the Messiah Who appeared in the fullness of time when all seemed to be 
hopeless. Isaiah uses the titles Rod and Branch to refer to Immanuel. Both words 
refer to a sprig or suckling branch that springs up in unexpected places rather 
than to large boughs on strong trees. The suckling is that extraneous growth that 
is normally regarded as worthless, something to be removed and discarded, or 
something that sprouts up from the stump of a tree that has been cut down. This 
gives a remarkable image of the Messiah’s humiliation and humble origins. 
In chapter  Isaiah had revealed that this Branch would sprout in a kingless land. 
Indeed, when Christ came, it appeared that the dynasty of David had fallen and 
become defunct. There was no appearance of royal life in David’s line and no heir 
apparent to the throne. But from the stump of David’s house, a Sprout appeared, 
giving evidence of life and the certainty of God’s unfailing promise of David’s 
royal Seed. What an unpretentious and humble beginning for the King of kings! 
Beyond describing the latent life in David’s line, the certainty of God’s unfailing 
promise, and the humility of Christ’s earthly origins, the terms rod and branch
signify the humility of Christ’s earthly life. Interestingly, the term branch that 
Isaiah uses here is not the same word that occurs elsewhere as a Messianic title 
(Isaiah :; Jeremiah :; :; Zechariah :; :). Isaiah : is most likely 
the primary reference for Matthew’s statement that Christ was called a “Nazarene” 
because He lived in Nazareth in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (Matthew 
:). Since the city of Nazareth is not mentioned anywhere in the Old Testament, 
Matthew’s statement must mean something other than a geographical reference. 
The Hebrew word for branch is netser and is an obvious sound play on the Greek 
word Nazareth. Nazareth was a despised place; even Nathanael was skeptical that 
anything good could ever come from there (John :). So Matthew made a 
play on words, saying that Christ’s living in Nazareth (a despised village) was a 
manifestation of Messiah’s being a netser— a sprig that is generally unwanted. 
From heaven’s glory God sent His Son to be born in a barn, to a poor family of 
David’s moribund line, and to live in a humble and despised village. The path 
of Jesus’ humiliation led from Bethlehem’s barn to insignificant Nazareth to 
shameful Calvary. There is little wonder why Paul calls the incarnation the great 
“mystery of godliness” ( Timothy :). God was manifest in lowly flesh to obey 
humbly as a servant all the way to the death of the cross. 
Let the gospel, “the mystery of godliness,” be “great” in your esteem.—MICHAEL

DAY 29 The Poverty of Jesus READ 2 CORINTHIANS 8–9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.      CORINTHIANS   :

Christians are fond of saying that salvation is free. We mean, of course, that it 
cannot be bought or earned, contrary to the blasphemous notions of false religions. 
Salvation is received by grace, through faith; it is a gift from God (Ephesians :–
). In fact, in Ephesians Paul repeatedly uses the language of wealth to describe our 
spiritual condition (:, , , , , ; :, ; :, , ). We are rich!
But our salvation was not free. Not entirely. Sure, it cost us nothing, but it cost our 
Savior everything. Second Corinthians :, written as part of Paul’s exhortation for 
Christians to be generous in the giving of financial offerings to the work of God, 
describes the unimaginable generosity of Jesus: “Though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” In what ways 
did our Savior “become poor” for us?
Jesus relinquished the glories of deity. Philippians :– describes the 
condescension of Christ. Though He is equal with God, He willingly relinquished 
the glory He had throughout eternity. He absolutely did not relinquish His deity—
Jesus never ceased to be God! But He “became poor” by leaving heaven and coming 
to earth. Poets have written of Christ leaving heaven’s “ivory palaces” to enter “the 
squalor of a borrowed stable.” He left the company of angels to be the Friend of 
sinners. Yes, by the very act of His incarnation, Jesus became poor for us.
Jesus relinquished the comforts of humanity. For the thirty-three years of His 
life on earth, Jesus was poor, even by human standards. At His birth He came to 
a borrowed stable; at His death He was laid in a borrowed tomb. In between, He 
lived a life of poverty. In answer to a naively eager follower, Jesus provides a stark 
summary of His earthly existence: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Matthew :).

Man of Sorrows, You were poor,
Owning but the clothes You wore. 
Birds and foxes have a bed;
You had no place for Your head. 
Man of Sorrows, You were poor.

Jesus relinquished His fellowship with the Father. Scripture repeatedly tells us 
that riches are temporary. Earthly possessions may be eaten by moths, devoured 
by rust, or stolen by thieves (Matthew :). Riches are “uncertain” ( Timothy 
:). Communion with God, on the other hand, is “better than gold” and “more 
precious than jewels” (Proverbs :–). Communion with God is priceless!
There’s the rub! Financial poverty is bearable for Christians for one reason: We 
have the Lord. The writer of Hebrews makes this very point: “Keep your life free 
from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will 
never leave you nor forsake you’” (:). What powerful and ironic words. We 
should be content, regardless of our wealth or poverty, because we will never be 
God-forsaken. Why? Because our Savior was God-forsaken. Far worse than the 
poverty of leaving heaven or of homelessness on earth was the spiritual poverty 
Jesus endured by taking banishment from God in our stead (Matthew :).
We are spiritually rich, because Jesus became spiritually poor. Hallelujah!
Let the gospel inspire you to be content, to be thankful, and to be generous like 
your Savior.—CHRIS

DAY 30 No Body—No Salvation READ HEBREWS 10:1–25

When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body 
have you prepared for me.”    HEBREWS   :

Essential to Christ’s redeeming work for His people is the union of the divine and 
human natures. As the deity of Christ is full, absolute, and real deity, so His humanity 
is full, absolute, and real. To be human requires a body. The two essential facts of the 
gospel are the death and resurrection of Jesus ( Corinthians :–), both of which 
required a body. What Christ did and will do in that body God prepared for Him, 
both in humiliation and exaltation, is essential to our salvation. Christmas is a good 
time to meditate on what He has done and will do in that body. 
First, He was conceived supernaturally (Luke 1:35). His virgin birth was naturally 
impossible, but with God all things are possible. What humiliation for the Creator 
to become an embryo in a creature’s womb! He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit to redeem those under the curse. No body—no salvation.
Second, He was born humbly. His first crib was a feeding trough for cattle. Then 
He was raised in Nazareth, a despised town. What incredible humiliation! He Who 
made the legs had to learn to walk; He Who made the tongue had to learn to talk.
Third, in that body He lived sympathetically (Hebrews 4:15). His humanity was 
real, and His whole life was characterized by misery as the sinless God-Man walked 
through the sin-cursed world. He suffered the assaults of Satan and the hatred 
and unbelief of His people. In His real body He was touched with all of human 
infirmity. Therefore, He is sympathetic in His care and concern for His people. His 
knowledge of us is not just omniscient theory, but shared experience.
Fourth, in the same body He obeyed vicariously (Galatians 4:4). He rendered 
a total obedience to the law of God, satisfying its demands and earning life. As 
the second Adam and covenant Head of His people, His active obedience was 
substitutionary—the ground of justification for believers (Romans :). The 
righteousness imputed to believers is the righteousness of a perfect humanity.
Fifth, in the same body He died sacrificially (Hebrews 2:14–17). This is the 
climax of humiliation. In His own body on the tree, He bore the sins of His 
people, taking sin’s curse, appeasing God’s wrath, and washing us clean.
Sixth, in the same body He was raised victoriously (2 Timothy 2:8). Jesus’ 
bodily resurrection declared victory over the last enemy and gave assurance that 
the conditions for life were satisfied. 
Seventh, He ascended triumphantly (Acts 1:8). His visible, bodily entrance into 
heaven testified to the perfection and success of His earthly sojourn, and it was 
the guarantee that His people would forever be with Him (Hebrews :). He was 
humanity’s trailblazer to glory.
Eighth, He intercedes continuously (Hebrews 7:25). In His exalted, bodily session 
at God’s right hand, He ever lives to mediate for His people. The glorified scars in 
His glorified body are irresistible arguments at the throne of grace. 
Ninth, He will return gloriously (Acts 1:11). Jesus will bodily and visibly return to 
judge the world and perfect salvation (Hebrews :). Before His body, every knee 
will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord of all (Philippians :–).
Tenth, He will reign eternally. “Of the increase of his government and peace there 
will be no end” (Isaiah :). Christmas started something that will never end.
Let the reality of Jesus’ humanity solidify your conviction and hope.—MICHAEL



DAY 27 A Fulfilled Life  READ LUKE 2:21–39

Now you are letting your servant depart in peace . . . for my eyes have seen your salvation.
LUKE   :–

We naturally seek fulfillment in the wrong places. We imagine that we’ll find 
a fulfilled life in our productivity, vacations, marriage, success, weight loss, job 
change, wealth, children, grandchildren, move, retirement, and/or popularity. 
But none of these inherently good things will fulfill us because none of them can.
There’s only one thing in life that can allow us to say when we’re on our deathbed, 
“Now I can die in peace.” Simeon teaches us that fulfillment is experienced only 
when we personally come to see that Jesus of Nazareth is God’s chosen King—
that the Infant in the manger is the world’s long-awaited Messiah. Consider 
these three lessons from Simeon’s encounter with the infant Jesus.
Discerning that the infant Jesus is God’s Messiah only happens by the Spirit 
(vv. 25–28). Luke emphasizes that God the Spirit was continually “upon” 
Simeon (v. ), that the Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he’d not die until 
he saw God’s Messiah (v. ), and that the Spirit led Simeon to the temple on 
this particular day, at this very hour (v. ). So if you ask, “How did Simeon 
recognize this forty-day-old infant as God’s chosen King?” Luke answers: “Only 
by God the Spirit.” It’s the same for anyone else. How does an individual come 
to personally embrace Jesus as God-come-to-save? Only as God’s Spirit removes 
the blindness that covers his or her heart. The Spirit’s job is to glorify Jesus (John 
:). So, wherever we find someone worshiping Jesus of Nazareth as God-
come-to-save, we can be certain that the Spirit has been at work. 
Seeing Jesus as God’s Messiah is the ultimate satisfaction in life (vv. 29–32).
Simeon actually held Jesus in his arms. When he did, he essentially exclaimed, “I 
can’t believe it! I’m holding God’s salvation plan in my arms. My eyes are actually 
looking at the glorious King Who will save the nations!” This experience was 
so deeply satisfying for Simeon that he could say: “Now I’m ready to die.” God 
doesn’t promise us (like He had promised Simeon) that we’ll get to physically see 
Jesus before we die. But God does promise everyone who follows King Jesus that 
we will see His face and live in His presence after we die, and forever! To know 
and love and see the Lord is what we were made for. So the only way we can 
die in peace is if we have embraced the gospel by faith and if we are confident 
that very soon we are going to see the King with our very eyes. (Consider Job 
:–; Psalm :; Isaiah :;  Corinthians :–; Philippians :; 
Thessalonians :–;  John :; Revelation :.) To personally trust Jesus now 
and to eventually see Him face to face is eternal satisfaction. As Jonathan Edwards 
preached in , “The enjoyment of God is the only happiness with which our 
souls can be satisfied. . . . Why should we set our hearts on anything else, but that 
which is our proper end and true happiness?” (“The Christian Pilgrim”).
Following God’s Messiah will involve sorrow now (vv. 34–35). From Simeon’s 
words on this best-day-of-his-life occasion, we learn that Jesus would expose 
people’s selfishness (especially religious people’s selfishness), that many would 
reject Jesus, and that Jesus’ own mother would endure extreme pain as she watched 
this rejection. All of us must remember that embracing Jesus as the Messiah has a 
hard side. Following Him won’t often feel fulfilling. But we must count the cost 
and choose to follow Him, knowing that in Jesus we have found life itself. 
Let the fulfillment of embracing the gospel keep you from looking elsewhere for 
fulfilment in life.—JOE

DAY 28 The Humble Beginning READ ISAIAH 11

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.
I SAIAH   :

Isaiah’s prophecy is thoroughly Messianic. He sets down with amazing detail the 
virgin birth of Immanuel, Messiah’s humble ministry, His vicarious death, His 
resurrection, and His return and righteous rule. Particularly in chapters –, the 
prophet advances the revelation of God’s promise of the coming Savior in three 
remarkable texts, a trilogy of Messianic prophecies that highlight the Messiah’s 
miraculous birth, His royal character, and His work. Together they sum up the 
essence of the gospel, the great mystery of godliness. God was manifest in the 
flesh in the person of Immanuel. The whole of chapter  gives a panoramic 
overview of the Messiah, beginning with His appearance (vv. –), continuing 
with a description of the idyllic peace of the Messianic age (vv. –), and ending 
with a depiction of His saving work in terms of a Second Exodus (vv. –).
Isaiah :, particularly, is the Christmas text focusing on the humble origin and 
life of the Messiah Who appeared in the fullness of time when all seemed to be 
hopeless. Isaiah uses the titles Rod and Branch to refer to Immanuel. Both words 
refer to a sprig or suckling branch that springs up in unexpected places rather 
than to large boughs on strong trees. The suckling is that extraneous growth that 
is normally regarded as worthless, something to be removed and discarded, or 
something that sprouts up from the stump of a tree that has been cut down. This 
gives a remarkable image of the Messiah’s humiliation and humble origins. 
In chapter  Isaiah had revealed that this Branch would sprout in a kingless land. 
Indeed, when Christ came, it appeared that the dynasty of David had fallen and 
become defunct. There was no appearance of royal life in David’s line and no heir 
apparent to the throne. But from the stump of David’s house, a Sprout appeared, 
giving evidence of life and the certainty of God’s unfailing promise of David’s 
royal Seed. What an unpretentious and humble beginning for the King of kings! 
Beyond describing the latent life in David’s line, the certainty of God’s unfailing 
promise, and the humility of Christ’s earthly origins, the terms rod and branch
signify the humility of Christ’s earthly life. Interestingly, the term branch that 
Isaiah uses here is not the same word that occurs elsewhere as a Messianic title 
(Isaiah :; Jeremiah :; :; Zechariah :; :). Isaiah : is most likely 
the primary reference for Matthew’s statement that Christ was called a “Nazarene” 
because He lived in Nazareth in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (Matthew 
:). Since the city of Nazareth is not mentioned anywhere in the Old Testament, 
Matthew’s statement must mean something other than a geographical reference. 
The Hebrew word for branch is netser and is an obvious sound play on the Greek 
word Nazareth. Nazareth was a despised place; even Nathanael was skeptical that 
anything good could ever come from there (John :). So Matthew made a 
play on words, saying that Christ’s living in Nazareth (a despised village) was a 
manifestation of Messiah’s being a netser— a sprig that is generally unwanted. 
From heaven’s glory God sent His Son to be born in a barn, to a poor family of 
David’s moribund line, and to live in a humble and despised village. The path 
of Jesus’ humiliation led from Bethlehem’s barn to insignificant Nazareth to 
shameful Calvary. There is little wonder why Paul calls the incarnation the great 
“mystery of godliness” ( Timothy :). God was manifest in lowly flesh to obey 
humbly as a servant all the way to the death of the cross. 
Let the gospel, “the mystery of godliness,” be “great” in your esteem.—MICHAEL

DAY 29 The Poverty of Jesus READ 2 CORINTHIANS 8–9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.      CORINTHIANS   :

Christians are fond of saying that salvation is free. We mean, of course, that it 
cannot be bought or earned, contrary to the blasphemous notions of false religions. 
Salvation is received by grace, through faith; it is a gift from God (Ephesians :–
). In fact, in Ephesians Paul repeatedly uses the language of wealth to describe our 
spiritual condition (:, , , , , ; :, ; :, , ). We are rich!
But our salvation was not free. Not entirely. Sure, it cost us nothing, but it cost our 
Savior everything. Second Corinthians :, written as part of Paul’s exhortation for 
Christians to be generous in the giving of financial offerings to the work of God, 
describes the unimaginable generosity of Jesus: “Though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” In what ways 
did our Savior “become poor” for us?
Jesus relinquished the glories of deity. Philippians :– describes the 
condescension of Christ. Though He is equal with God, He willingly relinquished 
the glory He had throughout eternity. He absolutely did not relinquish His deity—
Jesus never ceased to be God! But He “became poor” by leaving heaven and coming 
to earth. Poets have written of Christ leaving heaven’s “ivory palaces” to enter “the 
squalor of a borrowed stable.” He left the company of angels to be the Friend of 
sinners. Yes, by the very act of His incarnation, Jesus became poor for us.
Jesus relinquished the comforts of humanity. For the thirty-three years of His 
life on earth, Jesus was poor, even by human standards. At His birth He came to 
a borrowed stable; at His death He was laid in a borrowed tomb. In between, He 
lived a life of poverty. In answer to a naively eager follower, Jesus provides a stark 
summary of His earthly existence: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Matthew :).

Man of Sorrows, You were poor,
Owning but the clothes You wore. 
Birds and foxes have a bed;
You had no place for Your head. 
Man of Sorrows, You were poor.

Jesus relinquished His fellowship with the Father. Scripture repeatedly tells us 
that riches are temporary. Earthly possessions may be eaten by moths, devoured 
by rust, or stolen by thieves (Matthew :). Riches are “uncertain” ( Timothy 
:). Communion with God, on the other hand, is “better than gold” and “more 
precious than jewels” (Proverbs :–). Communion with God is priceless!
There’s the rub! Financial poverty is bearable for Christians for one reason: We 
have the Lord. The writer of Hebrews makes this very point: “Keep your life free 
from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will 
never leave you nor forsake you’” (:). What powerful and ironic words. We 
should be content, regardless of our wealth or poverty, because we will never be 
God-forsaken. Why? Because our Savior was God-forsaken. Far worse than the 
poverty of leaving heaven or of homelessness on earth was the spiritual poverty 
Jesus endured by taking banishment from God in our stead (Matthew :).
We are spiritually rich, because Jesus became spiritually poor. Hallelujah!
Let the gospel inspire you to be content, to be thankful, and to be generous like 
your Savior.—CHRIS

DAY 30 No Body—No Salvation READ HEBREWS 10:1–25

When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body 
have you prepared for me.”    HEBREWS   :

Essential to Christ’s redeeming work for His people is the union of the divine and 
human natures. As the deity of Christ is full, absolute, and real deity, so His humanity 
is full, absolute, and real. To be human requires a body. The two essential facts of the 
gospel are the death and resurrection of Jesus ( Corinthians :–), both of which 
required a body. What Christ did and will do in that body God prepared for Him, 
both in humiliation and exaltation, is essential to our salvation. Christmas is a good 
time to meditate on what He has done and will do in that body. 
First, He was conceived supernaturally (Luke 1:35). His virgin birth was naturally 
impossible, but with God all things are possible. What humiliation for the Creator 
to become an embryo in a creature’s womb! He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit to redeem those under the curse. No body—no salvation.
Second, He was born humbly. His first crib was a feeding trough for cattle. Then 
He was raised in Nazareth, a despised town. What incredible humiliation! He Who 
made the legs had to learn to walk; He Who made the tongue had to learn to talk.
Third, in that body He lived sympathetically (Hebrews 4:15). His humanity was 
real, and His whole life was characterized by misery as the sinless God-Man walked 
through the sin-cursed world. He suffered the assaults of Satan and the hatred 
and unbelief of His people. In His real body He was touched with all of human 
infirmity. Therefore, He is sympathetic in His care and concern for His people. His 
knowledge of us is not just omniscient theory, but shared experience.
Fourth, in the same body He obeyed vicariously (Galatians 4:4). He rendered 
a total obedience to the law of God, satisfying its demands and earning life. As 
the second Adam and covenant Head of His people, His active obedience was 
substitutionary—the ground of justification for believers (Romans :). The 
righteousness imputed to believers is the righteousness of a perfect humanity.
Fifth, in the same body He died sacrificially (Hebrews 2:14–17). This is the 
climax of humiliation. In His own body on the tree, He bore the sins of His 
people, taking sin’s curse, appeasing God’s wrath, and washing us clean.
Sixth, in the same body He was raised victoriously (2 Timothy 2:8). Jesus’ 
bodily resurrection declared victory over the last enemy and gave assurance that 
the conditions for life were satisfied. 
Seventh, He ascended triumphantly (Acts 1:8). His visible, bodily entrance into 
heaven testified to the perfection and success of His earthly sojourn, and it was 
the guarantee that His people would forever be with Him (Hebrews :). He was 
humanity’s trailblazer to glory.
Eighth, He intercedes continuously (Hebrews 7:25). In His exalted, bodily session 
at God’s right hand, He ever lives to mediate for His people. The glorified scars in 
His glorified body are irresistible arguments at the throne of grace. 
Ninth, He will return gloriously (Acts 1:11). Jesus will bodily and visibly return to 
judge the world and perfect salvation (Hebrews :). Before His body, every knee 
will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord of all (Philippians :–).
Tenth, He will reign eternally. “Of the increase of his government and peace there 
will be no end” (Isaiah :). Christmas started something that will never end.
Let the reality of Jesus’ humanity solidify your conviction and hope.—MICHAEL



DAY 29 The Poverty of Jesus READ 2 CORINTHIANS 8–9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 
became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.      CORINTHIANS   :

Christians are fond of saying that salvation is free. We mean, of course, that it 
cannot be bought or earned, contrary to the blasphemous notions of false religions. 
Salvation is received by grace, through faith; it is a gift from God (Ephesians :–
). In fact, in Ephesians Paul repeatedly uses the language of wealth to describe our 
spiritual condition (:, , , , , ; :, ; :, , ). We are rich!
But our salvation was not free. Not entirely. Sure, it cost us nothing, but it cost our 
Savior everything. Second Corinthians :, written as part of Paul’s exhortation for 
Christians to be generous in the giving of financial offerings to the work of God, 
describes the unimaginable generosity of Jesus: “Though he was rich, yet for your 
sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” In what ways 
did our Savior “become poor” for us?
Jesus relinquished the glories of deity. Philippians :– describes the 
condescension of Christ. Though He is equal with God, He willingly relinquished 
the glory He had throughout eternity. He absolutely did not relinquish His deity—
Jesus never ceased to be God! But He “became poor” by leaving heaven and coming 
to earth. Poets have written of Christ leaving heaven’s “ivory palaces” to enter “the 
squalor of a borrowed stable.” He left the company of angels to be the Friend of 
sinners. Yes, by the very act of His incarnation, Jesus became poor for us.
Jesus relinquished the comforts of humanity. For the thirty-three years of His 
life on earth, Jesus was poor, even by human standards. At His birth He came to 
a borrowed stable; at His death He was laid in a borrowed tomb. In between, He 
lived a life of poverty. In answer to a naively eager follower, Jesus provides a stark 
summary of His earthly existence: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head” (Matthew :).

Man of Sorrows, You were poor,
Owning but the clothes You wore. 
Birds and foxes have a bed;
You had no place for Your head. 
Man of Sorrows, You were poor.

Jesus relinquished His fellowship with the Father. Scripture repeatedly tells us 
that riches are temporary. Earthly possessions may be eaten by moths, devoured 
by rust, or stolen by thieves (Matthew :). Riches are “uncertain” ( Timothy 
:). Communion with God, on the other hand, is “better than gold” and “more 
precious than jewels” (Proverbs :–). Communion with God is priceless!
There’s the rub! Financial poverty is bearable for Christians for one reason: We 
have the Lord. The writer of Hebrews makes this very point: “Keep your life free 
from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, ‘I will 
never leave you nor forsake you’” (:). What powerful and ironic words. We 
should be content, regardless of our wealth or poverty, because we will never be 
God-forsaken. Why? Because our Savior was God-forsaken. Far worse than the 
poverty of leaving heaven or of homelessness on earth was the spiritual poverty 
Jesus endured by taking banishment from God in our stead (Matthew :).
We are spiritually rich, because Jesus became spiritually poor. Hallelujah!
Let the gospel inspire you to be content, to be thankful, and to be generous like 
your Savior.—CHRIS

DAY 30 No Body—No Salvation READ HEBREWS 10:1–25

When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body 
have you prepared for me.”    HEBREWS   :

Essential to Christ’s redeeming work for His people is the union of the divine and 
human natures. As the deity of Christ is full, absolute, and real deity, so His humanity 
is full, absolute, and real. To be human requires a body. The two essential facts of the 
gospel are the death and resurrection of Jesus ( Corinthians :–), both of which 
required a body. What Christ did and will do in that body God prepared for Him, 
both in humiliation and exaltation, is essential to our salvation. Christmas is a good 
time to meditate on what He has done and will do in that body. 
First, He was conceived supernaturally (Luke 1:35). His virgin birth was naturally 
impossible, but with God all things are possible. What humiliation for the Creator 
to become an embryo in a creature’s womb! He was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit to redeem those under the curse. No body—no salvation.
Second, He was born humbly. His first crib was a feeding trough for cattle. Then 
He was raised in Nazareth, a despised town. What incredible humiliation! He Who 
made the legs had to learn to walk; He Who made the tongue had to learn to talk.
Third, in that body He lived sympathetically (Hebrews 4:15). His humanity was 
real, and His whole life was characterized by misery as the sinless God-Man walked 
through the sin-cursed world. He suffered the assaults of Satan and the hatred 
and unbelief of His people. In His real body He was touched with all of human 
infirmity. Therefore, He is sympathetic in His care and concern for His people. His 
knowledge of us is not just omniscient theory, but shared experience.
Fourth, in the same body He obeyed vicariously (Galatians 4:4). He rendered 
a total obedience to the law of God, satisfying its demands and earning life. As 
the second Adam and covenant Head of His people, His active obedience was 
substitutionary—the ground of justification for believers (Romans :). The 
righteousness imputed to believers is the righteousness of a perfect humanity.
Fifth, in the same body He died sacrificially (Hebrews 2:14–17). This is the 
climax of humiliation. In His own body on the tree, He bore the sins of His 
people, taking sin’s curse, appeasing God’s wrath, and washing us clean.
Sixth, in the same body He was raised victoriously (2 Timothy 2:8). Jesus’ 
bodily resurrection declared victory over the last enemy and gave assurance that 
the conditions for life were satisfied. 
Seventh, He ascended triumphantly (Acts 1:8). His visible, bodily entrance into 
heaven testified to the perfection and success of His earthly sojourn, and it was 
the guarantee that His people would forever be with Him (Hebrews :). He was 
humanity’s trailblazer to glory.
Eighth, He intercedes continuously (Hebrews 7:25). In His exalted, bodily session 
at God’s right hand, He ever lives to mediate for His people. The glorified scars in 
His glorified body are irresistible arguments at the throne of grace. 
Ninth, He will return gloriously (Acts 1:11). Jesus will bodily and visibly return to 
judge the world and perfect salvation (Hebrews :). Before His body, every knee 
will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord of all (Philippians :–).
Tenth, He will reign eternally. “Of the increase of his government and peace there 
will be no end” (Isaiah :). Christmas started something that will never end.
Let the reality of Jesus’ humanity solidify your conviction and hope.—MICHAEL



DAY 31 The Shepherd of All Shepherds READ PSALM 23

He shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD.    MICAH   :

Celebrating Jesus’ birth on December 25th is a nostalgic tradition, not a historical 
fact. No one knows Jesus’ birthdate, period. I’m told that we celebrate it in late 
December because people guessed that Jesus’ conception may have occurred in 
springtime (the time associated with new life) and Christian missionaries sought 
to replace pagan festivals with Christian ones—so they urged their new converts 
to celebrate the Feast of Nativity instead of winter solstice. In her book, Christmas:
The Sacred to Santa, Tara Moore also points out that gift-giving is not historical but 
relatively new. It’s been within the last century or so that Christmas celebrations 
have transitioned from being a time of community hospitality to a time of family 
gift-giving. When I first heard these facts, I felt like I had been deceived by Macy’s. 
Don’t get me wrong: I love the Christmas holiday, and I love giving gifts to my 
family, but those nostalgic traditions are just that—nostalgic traditions. 
Christmas sentimentality doesn’t help in tough circumstances. As I look back 
over the past decade and remember what Decembers have looked like for me, I 
recall many happy memories, but a lot of hardships, too. At Christmastime I’ve 
visited halfway houses, nursing homes, and funeral homes. I’ve received news of 
birth defects and of strokes, of terrorism and of persecution. And I’ve spent much 
time with loved ones who still don’t see their need for Jesus. When such burdens 
weigh heavily in December, Christmas lights don’t help. But Christmas truth does! 
One Christmas truth that carries us through the valley is that Jesus came as the 
Shepherd of shepherds. Let’s briefly explore that truth.
Ancient shepherds provided a lovely picture of the kind of king that God promised 
to send to rescue His people (Isaiah , Micah , Ezekiel ). Shepherds continually 
and individually care for the sheep. A good shepherd doesn’t abuse his flock, but 
leads, feeds, and protects it. Seven centuries before Jesus’ birth, Micah prophesied 
that after Jerusalem was sieged and decimated, Israel’s long-awaited Shepherd 
would be born in the no-name town of Bethlehem, fulfilling the ancient covenant 
God had made with David. This coming Ruler would “shepherd his flock in the 
strength of the LORD. . . . And [the flock] will dwell secure, for he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth” (Micah :). God’s Shepherd would be both humble and 
mighty, or, in the title of Graham Kendrick’s song, full of “meekness and majesty.” 
To fulfill this prophecy, Jesus the Shepherd was born in Bethlehem. And to 
highlight that the Shepherd had been born, some of the first eyewitnesses were 
shepherds (Luke :). These shepherds found God’s Shepherd lying in an animal 
feeding trough. That’s not tradition. That actually happened. Luke confirmed it 
with research (Luke :–). Isn’t the symbolism compelling? Shepherds are looking 
upon the Shepherd Who will see sinners not as annoyances but as desperately needy 
sheep (Matthew :). Shepherds are surrounding the Shepherd Who would “go 
after the one [sheep] that was lost” (Luke :). Shepherds are exalting “the good 
Shepherd [who] lays down his life for the sheep” (John :). Shepherds are 
worshiping “the great Shepherd of the sheep” Who rose from the dead and now 
lives to lead and feed His church (Hebrews :–). At the original Christmas, 
the shepherds of Bethlehem were gazing at God’s Shepherd from Bethlehem. 
Christmastime has many fun traditions, but don’t substitute tradition for truth. 
Personally trust the Shepherd Who died for your rebellion. Be content with your 
Shepherd today, be confident that He’s with you in the valley, and be certain that 
His faithful love will pursue you in the year ahead.
Let the gospel of the Good Shepherd make you content.—JOE



OTHER RESOURCES FROM

“In this little book, a gifted poet 
transitions to prose. I have known Chris 
Anderson for over two decades, first as a 
student and then as a fellow laborer in 
the work of the Kingdom. This book’s 
focus on the Samaritan woman is full of 
Christ and the glorious gospel of grace. 
Written in an easy-to-read, popular style 
full of real-life illustrations, the book 
effectively links helpful background facts 
and precisely-stated theological truths to 
experiential application. It is a book that 
can be used for evangelism as well as for 
warming the believer’s heart to renewed 
gratitude for what Christ has abundantly 
supplied.”

—Michael P. V. Barrett, dean and professor at
 Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary and 

author of Complete in Him and Beginning at Moses

“This DVD documentary represents 
an excellent introduction to the life 
and ministry of the famed missionary. 
Together the interviewees paint a picture 
of Brainerd that is informed by the best 
scholarship, is honest about his various 
struggles and failures, but remains 
warmly sympathetic to Brainerd’s life, 
thought, and missionary zeal. The film 
itself reflects quality craftsmanship and 
includes many beautiful shots of locations 
that were prominent in Brainerd’s life, 
original manuscripts of his writings, and 
portraits, statues, and other memorials of 
figures discussed in the documentary. The 
film should prove a helpful resource for 
use in local church Sunday School classes, 
small groups, and discussion groups.”
—Nathan A. Finn, dean and professor at Union 
University and writer for the Jonathan Edwards 

Center at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School



OTHER TITLES IN THIS SERIES

Gospel Meditations for Women 
“Wrestling with guilt and frustration, far too many Christian women are 
living below the privileges of their spiritual inheritance. The solution is not 
found in any strengthened resolve of duty, but rather in having souls settled 
in the blessed liberty of Christ through the sweet enjoyment of the gospel. 
A union of sound doctrine and practical teaching, Gospel Meditations for 
Women beautifully highlights those unbinding messages of grace that 
so powerfully ignite joyful passion for Christ and holy living. What an 
invaluable resource!”

—Holly Stratton, conference speaker and blogger at LifeHurts.us

Gospel Meditations for Men
“A model of robust biblical thinking, this little book is gospel gold, an ample 
treasury for men who long to renew their minds and be transformed by the 
mighty themes of the gospel.” 

—Milton Vincent, author of A Gospel Primer for Christians and pastor 
of Cornerstone Fellowship Bible Church, Riverside, California

Gospel Meditations for Missions
“By almost any standard—the intentionality of local churches to train, assess, 
and prepare prospective missionaries; the length of time it takes a missionary 
to raise support; the little sense of gospel partnership we have with the 
missionaries we do support—Western Christians don’t do missions very well. 
The reason we don’t do missions well is that we’ve not thought about missions 
well. This book has our poor thinking about missions in its crosshairs.” 

—Matthew Hoskinson, pastor of The First Baptist Church 
in New York City and author of Assurance of Salvation

Gospel Meditations for Prayer 
“Brief and biblical, these meditations are full of sharp edges. They lead us to 
pray as cross-bearing disciples of Christ. Yet Anderson, Tyrpak, and Trueman 
comfort us with Christ’s perfect grace for fallen people. So Gospel Meditations 
for Prayer is an encouraging book, but one designed to stretch you.” 

—Joel Beeke, president of Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary,  
Grand Rapids, and editor of Taking Hold of God: 

Reformed and Puritan Perspectives on Prayer

Gospel Meditations for the Hurting 
“These meditations are Word-centered prescriptions that blow away the 
meaningless Christian platitudes often used to mask unanswerable pain. 
Until that day when Christ Himself wipes away all tears from our eyes, the 
Scriptures provide strength, help, and hope in this broken world. Let this 
book guide you to Christ, the only sure and lasting Refuge.” 

—Tim Keesee, author of the Dispatches from the Front DVD series and 
book and executive director of Frontline Missions International

Gospel Meditations on the Reformation
“Theologically rich, thoughtful, and historically rooted devotionals are a rare 
treat. This volume, which unfolds the theological commitments and pastoral 
heart of the Reformers, is a unique and enormously helpful devotional.” 

—R. Albert Mohler, Jr., president of The Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville




